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How De Klerk abandoned 
apartheid and his wife 




Hamish McRae defends a 
boost for democracy 
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Tax breaks for working mothers: our campaign begins 
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8y Glenda Cooper 

Social Atfeirs Ccirpispordeni 

TODAY The Independent is 
calling on Gordon Brown to 
make a genuine investment in 
the nation's children in next 
month's Budget by helping 
their parents to afford high- 
quality childcare. 

The Chancellor has already 
signalled that he win make 
some improvements to gov- 
ernment provision for childcare, 
mainly for lone parents, but it 
does not go far enough. We ar- 
gue that a childcare tax al- 
lowance of £ 1.800 a year would 


improve the lives of many 
working mothers and encour- 
age others back to work. 

Affordable and quality 
childcare is the main barrier 
preventing women from going 
back to work. Nearly a third of 
mothers have said they arc dis- 
couraged from returning to 
work after childbirth because of 
its expense. 

The Government has em- 
phasised the importance of set- 
ting the right priorities in tax 
and spending, and will publish 
a comprehensive review later 
this year. Yet we give tax relief 
to drivers who use their car for 


work, a tax allowance to mar- 
ried couples and Lhc “bricks and 
mortar” subsidy of mortgage in- 
terest (ax relief. 

But there is almost no help 
for parents who have, on aver- 


age, to pay £6,000 a year nut of 
afteT-tax income for childcare - 
more than they spend on hous- 
ing or food. The allowance we 
propose would cost the Gov- 
ernment less than (he (ax sub- 


Wfthour working women, many of them mothers, rhe world econ- , 
omy would collapse. A increasing slice of global household income | 
depends on women's efforts outside the home. In most West- ! 
em countries, "family" means an incessant struggle to balance work, 
home and children, in which most of the burden - still, whatev- 
er the alleged changes in men's role and senslbilfaes - Ms on women, j 
It is time that this was recognised by the Government and acted | 
upon. Leading article page 18 i 


sidy to bomebuyexs. There is less 
state help with childcare costs 
in Britain than almost any oth- 
er leading economy. The main 
help is through family credit, 
available to very few families. 

While in France local au- 
thorities and employers share 
costs and in Sweden public 
funds supply the main source of 
money, in the UK more than 90 
per cent of formal child care is 
paid for by parents themselves. 

As a result, lone mothers in 
the UK have one of the lowest 
employment rates in Europe. 
While 41 per cent are em- 
ployed in Britain, double that 


percentage are in work in 
France. In the Budget, tbe 
Chancellor is expected to make 
the childcare element of Fam- 
ily Credit more generous, and 
available to more families. This 
wfl] lower a significant barrier 
to work for many women, es- 
pecially angle mothers. 

But we believe targeting 
childcare help at only the very 
low-paid ignores the same cost 
for millions of others. While the 

need is greater for the least well- 

off, there is an overwhelming 
case for additional government 
support for childcare. 

“Parents are ready and will- 


ing to work but often cannot be- 
cause they can’t afford child- 
care,” says Colette Kelleher, 
director of the Daycare Trust. 

With women expected to ac- 
count for 1.1 million of the in- 
crease of 1.5 million in the 
labour force by 2006, the issue 

wffl become even more pressing. 

■ Add vour support to our cam- 
paign. Write to Glenda Coop- 
er, The Independent, One 
Canada Square, Canary Wharf, 
London E14 1DL or fax us on 
0171 293 2143 or e-mail gcoop- 
er@independen Lco.uk 
Question or priorities, page 5 
Leading article, page 18 
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First cracks 
in anti-Iraq 
alliance 






By A n thony Bevins 
and Fran Abrams 


■ A RIFT between Robin Cook 
and the Foreign Office over 
Iraq yesterday exposed deep 
problems between Britain and 
the United States over the 
authority for air strikes. 

^ Mr Cook told tbe Com- 

* mons that military action would 
require United Nations 
approval. But that clashed di- 
rectly with the line from Wash- 
ington. Downing Street and 
even his own department - all 
of which were more gung-ho. 

Because Saddam Hussein is 
. .. already in breach of the UN 
: Gulf War ceasefire resolution, 
V/ requiring the dismantling of his 
'■ weapons of mass destruction, 
-! -:he Washington view is that no 
t further UN blessing is needed 
f for military strikes. 

Opening tbe first Commons 
, i debate on the crisis, Mr COok 
told Tony Benn - a leading 
1 Labour opponent of mflitaiy ac~ 

• rion - lhal it would be “pru- 
.? dent" to get a further UN 

resolution. The Foreign Secre- 
ry then told Michael Colvin, 
Conservative MP, that exist- 
og UN resolutions "give rise to 
i logical interpretation" that 
bree was already authorised. 

“Having said that,” Mt 
ook added, “our own view is 
,-eiy strong, that there should 
« a further Security Council 
esoJution to demonstrate to 
addam and to tbe rest of the 
;orid tha t any action that is tak- 
j by the United States and the 
hired Kingdom is action that 
has the support of an interna- 


tional consensus.” While the 
Foreign Secretary was saying a 
resolution of the UN Security 
Council was required - a legal 
view backed by Lord Mayhew, 
Tory Attorney- General during 
the 1991 conflict, in a parallel 
Lords debate - an official For- 
eign Office spokesman told 
The Independent yesterday that 
a resolution would be “desir- 
able”. He repeatedly refused to 
take the opportunity to back the 
Foreign Secretary’s line - say- 
ing he would not “unsay” what 
Mr Cook had told the House. 

The Independent has been 
told by a senior government 
source that while Mr Cook 
wants President Saddam to 
back down, and he recognises 
the value of a military rein- 
forcement for diplomatic ne- 
gotiation, he is more reluctant 
than his own department, the 
Prime Minister and President 
Clinton to resort to air strikes 
- which are most unlikely to win 
Security Council backing. 

Agreeing that there was a 
difference between Mr Cook’s 
position and the view from 
Washington, the Prime Minis- 
ter’s spokesman said yesterday 
that while Britain stood “shoul- 
der- to-shoulder with the Unit- 
ed States _ there is a difference 
of interpretation, possibly.” 

In his Commons speech, 
Mr Cook also warned that in 
the remote event of an Iraqi 
chemical or biological attack on 
Britain, "there would be a pro- 
portionate response”. Howev- 
er, he told MPS only last week 
that there was no question of 
a nuclear strike against Iraq. 


... 


The Government faced re- 
peated protests from the Labour 
benches during last night’s de- 
bate. Fourteen Labour MPs put 
their names to an amendment 
callmg for sanctions to be lifted 
and for no military action with- 
out Security Council support 

Tbe Labour rebels were led 
by Mr Benn, a former Cabinet 
Minister, and Thm Datyell, MP 
for Linlithgow. Mr Benn said 
the Government was asking 
MPS to share responsibility for 
action which it knew would be 
taken without the authority of 
the UN Security Council. 

He told Mr Cook that tbe 
Russians and Chinese would 
not vote for the use of force. “So 
why involve the House of Com- 
mons in ah act that would run 
contrary to what tbe Security 
Council would do?” 

It was now inevitable that 
there would be another war in 
the Gulf, he added. “That huge 
fleet is not in the Gulf waiting 
to be withdrawn when Saddam 
gives a friendly noise to Kofi 
Annan [the UN Secretary-Gen- 
eral] .... " 

Backing the Government 
in a rare Commons interven- 
tion, John Major, who was 
Prime Minister at the time of 
the Gulf War, asked: "What 
would this House say to itself 
and say to history if we knew 
that now we had an opportunity 
to take action and we chose not 
to? I don’t suggest this is an easy 
option. The Government have 
no easy option here, and (hey 
deserve our support for the 
decisions they have to take.” 

Question of War, page 12 
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Cricket heroes: Dean Headley (left), Angus Fraser and Marie Butcher celebrate yesterday. Full report, page 28 Photograph: Laurence Griffiths/ Allsport 


Rise in breast cancer linked 
to women drinking more 


By Jeremy Laurance 

Health Editor 


An increase in women’s drink- 
ing may account for the rapid 
rise in breast cancer which bas 
claimed 300,000 lives in the last 
20 years, researchers said yes- 
terday. 

A review of six studies shows 
that women who have between 
two and a half and six alcoholic 
drinks a day increase their risk 
of breast cancer by over 40 per 
cent A drink is counted as half 
a pint of beer, a glass of wine 
or a tot of spirits. The finding 
is in line with previous 
research. 

However, doctors say mod- 
erate drinking is still good for 
most women because it cuts the 


risk of heart disease. Women 
are 10 times more likely to die 
of heart disease than breast can- 
cer in old age, and over twice 
as likely in middle age. so the 
protective effect of alcohol on 
the heart is more important for 
most women than its damaging 
effect on the breast 

The latest review of the link 
between alcohol and breast 
cancer, published in the Jour- 
nal of the American Medical As- 
sociation, examined six studies 
in Canada, the Netherlands, 
Sweden and the US. The total 
of 322,000 women were moni- 
tored for 11 years, and 4300 de- 
veloped the disease. 

Breast cancer deaths in 
Britain rose by 20 per cent be- 
tween tbe 1960s and the late 


1980s to 16,000 a year, one of 
the higbesL rates in the world. 

Professor Richard Peto, a 
cancer epidemiologist at Oxford 
University, said: "There is no 
doubt that alcohol does in- 
crease the risk of breast cancer 
developing and it must be part- 
ly responsible for tbe rise in 
deaths from the 1960s to the 
1980s. The question is what Is the 
net effect of moderate drinking 
[after taking account of its effect 
on heart disease]? In old age it 
is massively favourable and in 
middle age it is probably mod- 
erately favourable.” 

Since the late 1980s, breast 
cancer deaths have fallen 
sharply, to around 14,000 a 
year, chiefly as a result of tbe 
the hormonal drug Tamoxifen. 
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Real Olympians do it with a CD wrapper 


By Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 

PEELING the fiddly shrink- 
wrap from the CD cover, laying 
to park a car in a tight space - 
this is the “real” Olympics. 

Last night, on US television, 
while sports fans - not enough, 
according to the ratings - tuned 
into the Nagano Winter 
Olympics, on the other side two 
comedy producers presented 


ballroom dancing and snooker 
in the Olympics, the duo intro- 
duced "The Disk”, a race to re- 
move a CD wrapper and “Tab 
and Up” a contest to share out 
a restaurant bill based oh six 
people all eating different items 
and leaving a tip. 

“The 1998 altgames” was 
held In a Brooklyn street and 
had its own mascot, leky the Gi- 
ant Rat. The competition was 


squeeze their cars Into a tight 
space between two alarmed 
cars. Not only had each couple 
to try to park first without set- 
ting off the alarms, but pre- 
sumably they had to do so 
without the non-driving partner 
getting a smack in the mouth for 
giving unwanted advice. 

CBS television paid millions 
for the Nagano games - getting 
the lowest ratings for any 
Olympic event since 1968. 


Lycra-dad skiers. “We want to 
celebrate the Olympian in all of 
us,” said Ihd Lowe, creator of 
the alt.games for United Para- 
mount network. “The Winter 
Olympics are no longer relevant 
to our everyday lives. Look at 
the biathlon. Have you ever met 
a guy on skis with a shotgun on . 
his back in your normal life?” 


ADVERTISEMENT 

"Take it from me, 
your memory need never 
let you down again." 

By Dominic O'Brien, five times Worid Memory Champion. 

and impress the world with 
your dazzling encyclopaedic 
knowledge. In fact, you'll have 
all the facts and figures you 
need at your fingertips. 

It worked for me — 
so it can work for you. 
"You don't have to be an 
academic high flyer to have a 
powerful, reliable memory. Look 
at me. I left school before doing 
‘A 1 levels - just because I thought 
1 was going to fail. 

If only I'd known then that 
"I'VE CREATED Super one day I'd be able to remember 
Memory Power, together countless telephone numbers, 
with Lingnaphonc, one of friends' birthdays and plan 
the world's leading pub- business appointments months 
Ushers of self-education in advance, 
courses, to help you take The reason Super Memory 
control of the vast potential Power works is that it's based 
of your memory - just as on a simple method that every- 
1 did to become World one can use. 

Memory Champion five con- Youll start improving your 
secuth-e times. memory right from the first 

Many people find they can’: lesson. And it has cite endorse- 

rem ember crucial facts just when ment of Lingua phone, 
they need them. When that See for yourself - FREE. 

£ P Sr^^^3 UenC ^ Can ^ for your FREE demon- 

stration cassette and information 
arsastrous. pac k ^ A)ong w|th tu „ 

I rene form your memory, details of the techniques youll 

transform your life. - ^ be using to improve your 
"Just think of all the memory, youll see for yourself 
opportunities a better memory just how easy and effective it is. 
will open up. Youll be able to I'll also tell you about our 1 4-day 
remember names and faces; home trial, 
speak in public with a new Simply telephone free on 
confidence and clarity,- study 0800 177 1 99 or complete and 
new subjects more effectively, return the coupon below* 
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YES. OF COURSE i ippuU lifer to mprotv my memory skills. Please send 
Hir a demonstration cassette and information pack on Dominic O'Brien's 
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Sinn Fein 
fights over 

expulsion 


By David McKfttrTefcand 
Alan Murdoch in Dublin Carie 

ANOTHER full day of discus- 
sous in Dublin Castle yesterday 
failed to resolve the impasse 
over Sinn Fein's expulsion from 
the multi-party talks, after last 
week’s two killings which were 
attributed to the IRA. 

Talks scheduled to discuss 
Northern Ireland’s future gov- 
ernance were again occupied in- 
stead with British efforts to 
have Sinn Fein suspended, and 
that party’s attempts to resist 
this. 

As brief meetings were in- 
terspersed with long adjourn- 
ments, Sinn Fein's chief 
negotiator, Martin McGuin- 
ncss. said: “‘We are examining 
legal advice and we are strong- 
ly advised that there are legal 
grounds to challenge the British 
indictment. We ourselves have 
not made up our mind to take 
legal action. On the contrary wc 
are reluctant to do so. We want 
to fight this indictment 
politically.’’ 

While the temporary expul- 
sion remains the most likely out- 
come, the republicans have 
extracted maximum advantage 
from the proceedings. They 
have held centre stage and 
broadened the debate beyond 
the two Belfast killings, publicly 
and forcefully pressing argu- 
ments against their expulsion, 
and winning some backing 
among nationalists. 

In doing so. they have spread 
doubts over whether the IRA 


WEATHER 


committed the killings. But 
meanwhile in Belfast, in what 
was seen as a significant move, 
the three men who have been 
charged with one of the two 
killings at the centre of the dis- 
pute over exclusion from the 
talks, were accepted by IRA 
commanders into a Maze prison 
H block which is exclusively re- 
served for IRA members. 

Some Irish voices say that 
while the IRA may be respon- 
sible for these killings , loyalist 
violence has been on an even 
greater scale, and that the peace 
process would be better served 
by ahowingSinn Fein to remain. 

While it is scarcely conceiv- 
able that the Irish government 
could diverge from the British 
position, Dublin is being care- 
ful to cover itself against criti- 
cism that it is relying too heavily 
on the word of the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary, a force much 
criticised by nationalists. 

The 'Irish Prime Minister. 
Bertie Ahem, has already said 
he received personal assur- 
ances from his British counter- 
pan. Tony Blair, on the strength 
of the evidence. 

Yesterday in the DaiL Mr 
Ahem prepared to row in with 
the RUC chief constable’s ad- 
vice. He said police chiefs south 
of the border had consulted the 
RUC on the evidence relating 
to the Campbell and Dougan 
murders. He said while the 
Gardoj were rot involved many 
scientific analysis, they had 
been satisfied there was a case 
to answer. 



Regal departure: The Queen Mother leaving King Edward VII Hospital in central London 
yester da y three weeks after an operation to replace her left hip. Photograph: Andrew Buurman 



Noon today 

Northern belaid and western Scotland will be 
overcast wftb light drizzle, hming io steodierrani in 
pfecesduingfedemoan. Altera bright start. Wales 
will see spots of ran and ciizrie. rnanty Rswanls 
coasts and over fftetrffs. Eastern Scotland and north- 
east England will be brightand quite marm with spells 
oi smshine. Aooss the rest d England and Wbles 
eaty tog wfKskwrfy clear to leave decent spells of 
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Outlook for the next few days 

Ttevw^ier will remain mM lor the lime of the year in 
allpartsmlbusday There will be ran in norttrwesl 
Scotland anda lithe drizzle luring up in some 
western parts, but the east and south will be tfywitfi 
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Report 
boost for 
cannabis 


By Charles Arthur 

Srience - 

Research has estabfidiedlhat de- 

f- f imi na Kringmai^ nana does DOt 
lead to the use of harder drugs 
such as cocaine and heroin, and 
that teenagers and children are 
toore likefy to experiment with 
alcohol and tobacco. 

Long-running surveys car- 
ried out in the Netherlands, 
where marijuana was decrimi- 
nalised. in 1967, have found 
that even in the age group 
where cannabis use is highest - 
those between 20 and 35, of 
whom 12L5 per cent are “regu- 
lar” users -only 1-3 per cent bad 
used cocaine in the previous 
month, with the majority of 
those being aged over 30. 

The latest sample of more 
than 2.000 people in 1994 
found that nobody under 20 had 
ever used heroin, and there 
were just four people who “reg- 
ularly” used heroin, all aged be- 
tween 25 and 50. Cocaine and 
heroin use are not legal in the 
Netherlands. 

The findings, from ongoing 
surveys carried out over Ihe past 
1 0 years by the Centre for Drug 
Research at the University of 
Amsterdam among the city’s 
residents, provide more am- 
munition for the Independent on 
Sunday's campaign to decrim- 
inalise cannabis in Britain. 

It also shows that the Gov- 
ernment's insistence that de- 
criminalising the drug would be 
a catastrophe does not stand up 
to dose examination. 

A leading scientific magazine 
is expected tomorrow to publish 
further research which indi- 
cates that cannabis has fewer 
health effects than other legal 
drugs such as tobacco. 
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WHEN ASKED if there is 
anything at all that they dislike 
about Irving in Britain, even the 
most fervent and narrow-mind- 
ed patriot usually mumbles 
something about the “terrible 
weather” and admits grudg- 
ingly that, while the food may 
be garlicky and the plumbing 
suspect, the climate found 
“abroad” is far superior. 

Which is odd, because the 
British Isles have some of the 
best weather in the world. 1 be- 
lieve it was Winston Churchill 
who once remarked that our 
green and pleasant land was a 
great place, because it was pos- 
sible to do something out of 
doors every day of the year. 
Rarely is it too cold. The low- 
est recorded temperature 
stands at a mere -29.2C, a 
point on the thermometer that 
would have an average Russian 


reaching for his gloves, then 
’putting them back in the draw- 
er for fear of being thought a 
big girl's blouskL Rarefy it is too 
hot. and it rains, by and large, 
just the right amount Hurri- 
canes. tornadoes and other 
nastinesses are almost unheard 
of. 

Despite the fact that we 
talk about it all the time and de- 
vote whole daily newspaper 
columns to it, Britain has very 
little heavy-duty weather at all 
-just a climate that maybe fair- 
fy described as “Pleasant Sub- 
Ideal” (If you want perfection, 
try the Canary Islands or Saa 
Diego - which, according to a 
recent American quality-of-life 
index, have the most pleasant 
climates on tbe planet). 

It is ail because of the Gulf 
Stream - or more accurately, 
the North Atlantic Drift This 
tepid current sweeps warm and 
damp air from the sub-tropical 
Atlantic, mitigating the effects 
of our northerly latitude. Be- 
tween 50 and 60 degrees north, 
the latitude of the British Isles, 
most of the planer has a very dif- 
ferent climate. Newfoundland, 
central Canada and a swathe of 
Siberia lie in this belt, and all 
have pigs of a dim ale, with 


sweaty', mosquito-ridden sum- 
mers and £reeze-your-en : eIids- 
Shut winters. 

But if we have (almost) the 
best weather, who has (he 
worst? If is hard to find a ri- 
val for Antarctica: The whole 
continent is a giant deep 
freeze. The record low, -89 JC 
on the Vostock Plateau in July 
1983, almost beggars belief. 
Not only do your eyelids freeze 
“sbiit. but the jelhr inside your 
eyeballs starts to crystallise - 
a most unpleasant experience, 
according to polar explorers 
and scientists. 

One place that sells itself on 
its intemperate clime is the 
top of Mount Washington in 
New Hampshire. The visitors’ 
centre at the summit proudly 
proclaims this place as having 
"The Worst Weather In The 
World!". In 1934 a wind speed 
of 231mph was recorded at 
the summit. Temperatures 
plummet to -30C. It rains in- 
cessantly, it snows, it is frosty. 
Strangely though, when I went 
there it was a pleasant 21 C, with 
a light breeze and cheery sun- 
shine. I felt like asking for my 
money back. Maybe the gods 
knew an Englishman was 
coming. 
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Row over 
benefit for 
young 

musicians 



§ ByFran Abrams 

BUDDING musicians' right to draw 
- hf 11 ^ while living in b^tnd 
P Mifi hopeless gigs in half- empty 

. Andrew Smith, the employe, 
«r, ^rebuffed afte P rE‘ 
tte director of Creation Records to 
dmiffi the finer poinls of musical de- 
velopment and the drop-out culture 
over a coffee. Alan McGee, who had 
teen complaining that Welfare to 
Wort would stifle crealivitv, replied 

that he would not be prepared lo take 
part in such a “sop to the media" un- 
fess fats demands for leniency towards 
,W me nation's youth were met. 

Mr McGee, who is a member of 
the Government’s Creative Indus- 
Mes lasli Force, was not impressed 
by Mr Smith’s approach. 

“I am, not to put loo fine a point 
on it, pissed off with what I consid- 
er to be this ill-judged, unfair and dra- 
conian Workfkre initiative, f urge the 
Government to take a long, hard look 
at the issue again and to find... fair- 
ly paid jobs without penalising the 
lifeblood of our cultural future,” he 
said in a statement. Furthermore, he 
would only meet Mr Smith if he was 
prepared to tell him “exactly how mu- 
sicians are not going to be forced into 
jobs that they don’t want to do”. 

Dole-queue 


By David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


Both Mr McGee and Wayne 
Hemmingjvay. founder or the Red or 
Dead fashion company, have recently 
criticised ihe Blair administration's 
lack of support for youth culture. Ear- 
lier this week, Mr He mm in gw ay 

bado:d Mr McGee, saying in a ra- 
dio interview that budding young mu- 
sicians should be allowed to continue 
the tradition or developing their 
creativity while claiming benefit, be- 
cause the nation would eventually be 
rewarded with export earnings when 
they became successful 

Mr Smith claimed he had the an- 
swers, though. Future Sid Viciouscs 
and Billy Idols would do just as well 
on a Government training pro- 
gramme, he suggested. 

In fact, the New Deal had already 
helped one young man to find an 
agent and a singer to front his band. 
It had also sent him to the Business 
Education Centre “for further advice 
and assistance on self-employmenL” 
Mr Smith said modem youngsters 
welcomed the help. The music in- 
dustry was increasingly high-tech and 
there was far more to it than silting 
around strumming a guitar. A group 
of young people who met the Prime 
Minister in Sheffield earlier this 
month were now on courses at the 
DamaU Music Centre, where they 
were learning about programming 
and sampling. 



Howard’s son is 

accused of 
‘spiritual Nazism 


and sampling. Jarvis Cocker and (below) Liam Gallagher both depended on benefits on their way to rock stardom 

blues that gave Britpop its soul 


Britpop certainly began as Dolepop. Many 
of the songs that have epitomised die most 
creative period in rock music for over 20 years 
were written or worked on by musicians out 
of work and usually claiming benefit 

Oasis, Pulp and the Verve, three of the 
biggest-sdiing bands, whose albums and sin- 
gles have won both critical and popular ac- 
claim, created songs that were to become 
anthems before they landed a proper job. 
Jarvis Cocker, lead singer and songwriter 
with Pulp, only signed off in 1993, even 
though he had been gigging and recording 
for some years. 

Liam Gallagher of Oasis was on social 
security for years before hitting the big time, 
as were other members of the band. Liam 
£ went to a Restart interview and told the DSS 
official he wanted to be a rock star. When 
the official told him that was not possible, 
he said he would settle for a lumberjack 
instead, before te rmin a t i n g the conversa- 


tion. His songwriter brother Noel was in 
work. But his songs, which appeared on Oa- 
sis's first album Definitely Maybe were 
worked on and rehearsed while the rest of 
the band were on the dole. 

The Verve’s songwriter and frontman 
Richard Ashcroft spent two years, 1995 and 
1996, drifting and writing songs. Those 
son^ were later to appear on their Brit 
Award-winning album Urban Hymns. And 
two of them, “The Drugs Don’t Work” and 
"Bitter Sweet Symphony” were huge hits 
as singles. “Richard needed that exodus pe- 
riod," a spokesman for the band said yes- 
terday. “He was able to concentrate on 
writing the songs." 

Portishead, the former Brit Award win- 
ners, actually met up on a back-to-work 
scheme. Churobawumba - John Prescott’s 
least favourite band and now also Brit 
Award winners- also wrote songs while on 
the dole. Bste Vukovitz, lead singer of Three 
Colours Red, signed to Alan McGee's Cre- 
ation label, who was on the dole for five 
years, says of the Government’s new 
scheme: “It’s going to make it impossible 


to live, let alone be in a band. 1 guess I was 
lucky." 

Five years on the dole is far from being 
a record. Mark Ashton, lead singer of the 
band Addict, which signed to the record 
company V2 last year for £100,000, was on 
the dole for eight years. He said recently. 
“It was vital for me - for us - to have that 
facility so we could put 100 per cent into 
our music.” Most art forms, of course, have 
a close association with benefit. Actors of- 
ten suffer periods of unemployment just be- 
fore striking stardom and have protested 
about plans to tighten up on them being al- 
lowed to claim benefits while “resting". 

But rock has its own DSS hall of fame. 
Mick Hucknall, the lead singer of Simply 
Red, is another superstar and New Labour 
supporter who collected dole money while 
learning his craft. But if proof were need- 
ed that some of the biggest names in mu- 
sic start on the dole, it is that one of the 
biggest selling bands of the Eighties named 
themselves in homage to a piece of paper 
they knew well - the unemployment ben- 
efit claim form, UB40. 



By dar e Garner 

Nick Howard, sou of Michael 
Howard, the shadow Foreign Sec- 
retary, has been accused of “spn> 
tual Nazism” because of his support 
of efforts to introduce Jewish un- 
dergraduates at Oxford University 
to Christianity. 

Skk Howard, 21, who was raised 

as a Jew but became an evangelical 

Christian at the age of 15, recently 
helped organise a university Chris- 
tian Union meeting which express- 
ly targeted Jews. Union members 
were mged to bring along their Jew- 
■ ish friends, and kosher food was 
served. . 

Mr Howardjnr -whose father is 

a pra ctising member of the Liberal 
Jewish Synagogue in St John’s 
Wbod, north London - explained his 
missioiu “As Christians it is our duty 

to reach Jews, who are the priority 
in our evangelism. It is a process of 
reasoning, persuading them to be- 
come Oiristiam. Christianity is ful- 
filled Judaism.” 

Rabbi Shmuley Boteach, execu- 
tive director of the EChaim Society, 
a Jewish-based organisation, was so 
incensed by the young man’s pros- 
elytising activities that he chal- 
lenged him to a public debate. The 
motion “"VNks Jesus the Jewish Mes- 
siah? Is it right that young Jews away 
from home should be specifically tar- 
geted by ‘spiritual Nazis’ as prime 
candidates for Christianity?" will be 
debated in Oxford tomghL 

Rabbi Boteach said: “I thought 
we were in the age of mutual un- 
derstanding and respect, not the age 
of spiritual Nazism whereby one feifh 
is promoted as being superior to an- 
other or where the adherents of an 

andent people are targeted for con- 
version by small-minded bigots." 

A memo circulated by the Chris- 
tian Union after its evangelical 
meeting congratulated members on 
the number of Jews who attended. 
Of the 57 students present, about 
half were Jewish. The memo stated: 
“Jewish undergraduates formed a 
good share - and so our aim of 
spreading the gospel to this com- 
munity is being* brought to fruition 
.. . Hie Jews there heard that Jesus 
is their Messiah: the suffering ser- 
vant, high priest and ruling king, who 
alone can bring them to the Ruth." 



At odds: Nick Howard (above) 
and RabW Shmuley Boteach 



Mr Howard jnr, a third-year 
English literature undergraduate 
at St Catherine's college, Oxford, hit 
Ihe headlines in 1995 when an arti- 
cle he had written for the Evening 
Standard explaining why he could not 
vote for Tbny Blair was accidental- 
ly printed under the name of Bryan 
Gould, the former Labour shadow 
cabinet member. 

Raised as a Jew, he turned to 
r*hrk rian'rty at Eton. He was baptised 
at a rtrrfqkm summer camp and now 
describes hims elf as: “A Jewish be- 
liever in Jesus". He explained: “Je- 
sus himself was Jewish and all of the 

first Christians were Jewish." He 
added that he feels “much more Jew- 
ish” now that be has found Jesus. 
Asked whether he now observed 
Jewish rites, he said: “That’s a tricky 
one. Yes, I’ve been along to the syn- 
agogue since becoming a Christian 
and we’ve had Passover together.” 

Of his latest evangelical mission, 
he said: “I wonder what my grand- 
mother is going to say. She’s Jewish. 
She will probably be very hurt.” 


Shipwreck ends couple’s 
round-the-world dream 


By Stephen Goodwin 


- f 


A British couple, plucked from 
a storm-lashed rock after 
being shipwrecked in the 
Southern Ocean, were yester- 
day struggling to come terms 
with the consequences of their 
ordeal - lucky to be alive but a 
dream of sailing round the 
world shattered. 

“Everything we have had for 
the past two- an d-a- half years is 
now at the bottom of the 

- ocean," said Doreen Cheek, re- 
covering in Hobart, Ihsmania. 
“All our photographs, clothes, 
gifts for our family - everything. 
It’s all just gone forever.” 

A few hours earlier mater- 
ial considerations were not a 
priority. Peter aod Doreen 
Cheek’s 39-foot yacht Tails 77 

- was being battered by 100 tnph 
winds and huge waves agai ns t 
rocks off Maatsuyker Island, 18 
miles south of Tasmania, 

Halfway through a five-year 
round-the-world voyage, the 
nrmple, from the Isle of Wight, 

. hari anchored off the main is- 
land intending to go ashore and 
film sea lions and seals. But the 
wmd changed and started to 
blow on shore, dragging fo e 
yacht's two anchors across the 
sea-bed. 

: It was dark, and by the Ume 

th& Cheeks realised their 
• ’ predicament their 20 -year old 
sloop was against th e rocks. 

“Wfe knew that was the end 
of the yacht because of this 
great rods we were just hump- 
ing up on and rolling 
to side. I expected foe ^ oal 
! just cave in,” Mr Check, 62, told 

BBC Radio Five Live. 

^ The couple grabbed some 
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belongings and scrambled into 
a dinghy, but it was crushed be- 
tween the yacht and the rock. 

“We both went under and 
came up. I grabbed hold of 
some kelp and pulled myself 
up on to the rocks and my 

wife hung on to my fooL I man- 
aged to pull her up as well and 


we got out.” But the ordeal for 
Mr Cheek and his 58-year-old 
wife was not over. They were 
stranded in atrocious ccKtditions 
on a rock off a barren island, 
noted as the home off Aus- 
tralia’s most southerly light- 
house. 

In the baste of abandoning 
the yacht there was time only 
to broadcast one brief mayday 
message and they feared that 
might have been mistaken for 
a joke. “We were scared no one 
would turn up looking for us,” 
said Mr Cheek. “We thought 
we might have to end up eat- 
ing seal meat" 

But. luckily another yacht 
sheltering from the storm 
picked up the message and an 
rescue was launched. An air- 
craft sent from Hobart was 
unable to spot the couple so a 
long-range helicopter was set 



™V ^ he dire Peter and Doreen Cheek, recovering 
in Hobart yesterday Ptorcg-aph: Reuters 


off from Sale on the Australian 
mainland. The Cheeks were 
eventually sighted by the 
lighthouse keeper. Huddled 
on their rock, cut off by 25 feet 
of deep, rough water, they had 
pulled grass over themselves to 
keep warm. 

ibn hours after sending 
their mayday plea, the couple 
were lifted off by a helicopter 
winchman in conditions de- 
scribed by pilot Jim Llewellyn 
as the waist he had experienced 
fora rescue in 23 years. David. 
Gray, of the Australian Search 
and Rescue Service, said the 
Cheeks were lucky lobe alive, i 
“No one goes down there. It’s , 
very, very wild.” 

Hie couple were flown to 
hospital in Hobart suffering 
from mfld hypothermia. • 

Mr Cheek said: “We have 
worked so Jong and so hard on 
this project. It was not so much 
frightening, it's just so disap- 
pointing to have let this sort of 
thing happen." 

All that was left yesterday of 
their dream and the yacht Mr 
Cheek bad worked cm outside 
their home in East Cowes was 
a mast poking above the waves 
of a lonely ocean. They are now 
intending to return home to the 
Isle of Wight 

Mr and Mrs Cheek are ex- 
perienced ocean sailors mid 
also lucky ones'. In 1979, dur- 
ing the same storm that took 
lives of leading yachtsmen in the 
Fastnet Race, Mrs Cheek was 
swept off the deck of 2&&i7 and 
only survived by grabbing a rope 
trailing overboard. 

“The gods seem to be on 
their side," their 34-year-old 
daughter Sue said yesterday. 
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Child abuser got £28m in care fees 


By Roger Dobson 

A former hotel worker who was subse- 
quently jailed for child abuse, was paid 
£2Sra over a period of 13 years by local au- 
thorities to look after children in care. 

In one year, John Allen, who once had an 
office in Harley Street, drew an income of 
more than £200,000 from the Bryn Alyn com- 
munity homes in north Wales. His company 
also made a profit approaching £400,000 and 
he ran up a director's overdraft of nearly 
£500,000, the North Wales child abuse tribunal 
was told yesterday. 

The Alyn empire prospered between 


1968 and 1990 despite a police investigation 
into an allegation of abuse in 1970, two 
decades before Allen was jailed for six years 
for indecent assault 

Alien. 56, yesterday denied that he had giv- 
en more £100*000 worth of cash a n d presents 
to residents and former residents of homes 
to either keep them quiet or to enable him 
to exploit them for Ins own gratification. In 
one case, a former resident was paid nearly 
£25,000, Gerard Elias QC told the tribunal, 
and others were given gifts of motorbikes and 
hi-fi music systems. 

The tribunal was told that former residents 
had written to Allen seeking money with in 


some cases veiled threats. Allen admitted that 
one attempt had been made to blackmail hfm 

The tribunal - at Caernarfon Crown 
Court - was told that Allen bad paid for a 
fiat in Brighton for a former resident Three 
people who had been in care in various parts 
of north Wales were among five people who 
died in a fire in Brighton at another proper- 
ty six years ago. - 

The Bryn Alyn empire started in 1968' 
when Allen acquired his first' home. In sob- 
sequent years, it expanded until at one time 
it had 200 children and he was dealing with 
38 different councils. He also bad properties 
in London and Gloucester, and a holiday 


home in France which some of the boys would 
visit. . 

But while the business boomed - it had 
a turnover of £2.6 m in one year - children 
were being abused, and in 1995 Allen was 
jailed for six years after being found guilty of 
indecent assaults on bays. 

Giving evidence to the tribunal yesterday, 
Allen claimed that the allegations against him 
had been made up and that the former res- 
idents who bad complaints were liars. 

“You ran Bryo Alyn to exploit children for 
your own gratification, and to be paid sub- 
stantial funds. The gifts were given so you 
could exploit children,” Mr Elias, counsel for 


the tribunal, said. He said Allen had placed 
a fonner resident in a flat to Brighton as an- 
other sexual contact to be exploited. 

Tunothy King QC who represents a 
number of alleged victims of abuse, told how 
one boy bad written to Allen after the for- 
mer owner of Biyn Alyn had been areested. 

“He wanted to be assured that what had 
happened to him was all right He said you 
had to reassure him that the things you did 
to him were all right That was ban you 
worked, wasn’t it? You infiltrated through 
kindness, you made them your favourites, and 
then you abused them.” 

The hearing continues. 


Lesbian rail 
worker loses 
sex-bias case 


By Katherine Butler 

in Brussels 


GAY RIGHTS campaigners 
suffered a major legal setback 
yesterday when the European 
Court rejected a lesbian couple’s 
claim for equal rights in the 
workplace. 

Railway worker Lisa Grant 
and her partner Jill Pcreey who 
travelled to Luxembourg an- 
ticipating a landmark vicioiy for 
gay couples, left after the 15- 
minute sitting, defeated and 
deeply despondent. 

But the ruling which the 
women described as “scan- 
dalous" came as an immense re- 
lief to the Government and 
employers. A derision in the 
couple's favour would have had 
huge ramifications for employ- 
ment law, pensions and social 
security contributions. It would 
in effect have paved the way for 
equal recognition for gay cou- 
ples under employment law. 

Ms Grant brought her em- 
ployer, South West Trains Ltd, 
to an industrial tribunal in 
Southampton after the compa- 
ny refused to extend travel 
rights to Ms PL'rcev, her live-in 
partner. Such concessions are 
automatically granted to the 
spouses or opposite sex partners 
of company workers and Ms 
Grant' male predecessor had 
been given travel perks for bis 
female partner even though he 
was not married to her. 

But the Luxembourg court 
asked by the tribunal for an in- 
terpretation of EU law in the 
matter, said that the case did not 
involve sex discrimination, 
which is outlawed by the EU 
treaty. Rather it involved dis- 
crimination on the grounds of 
sexual orientation, which is noL 

Cherie Booth QC who rep- 
resented Ms Grant when the 


case was heard last year, aigued 
that the train company’s policy 
of denying travel passes to the 
partner in a same-sex couple 
was in breach of the equal pay 
principle enshrined in Article 
1 19 of the EU treaty. 

Travel benefits, considered 
pan of the pay package, arc 
granted to a man living with a 
woman but not a woman living 
with a woman. The denial of 
£1000-worth of annual tickets 
on the basis of Ms Grant's 
partner's sex was therefore a vi- 
olation of the equal pay princi- 
ple, Ms Booth said. 

But the court found that the 
company’s policy would also 
deny travel passes to a man liv- 
ing with one of its male em- 
ployees. “The rule could not 
therefore be taken as discrim- 
ination based directly on sex, 
since it applies in the same way 
to female and male workers," 
the court said. The ban on sex 
discrimination was interpreted 
to require equal treatment for 
men and women but could not 
be stretched beyond that. 

The ruling wfll affect the out- 
come of other cases. Terry 
Perkins, sacked from the Navy 
in 1995 for being gay, is waiting 
for a date for the hearing of his 
case by the European Court in 
Luxembourg, but now may 
stand little chance of success. 

One glimmer of hope for ho- 
mosexuals rests in the judges’ 
reference to the new Amster- 
dam Treaty which is being rat- 
ified and will eventually replace 
the current treaty. It contains an 
anti-discriroination clause which 
covers sexual orientation. But 
its weakness, as for as cam- 
paigners are concerned, is that 
it confers no direct rights on in- 
dividuals. New EU legislation 
would have to be enacted to do 
this. 


Fowl plot: Pickets near the home of the executive at the centre of the dispute over the dismissal of Magnet Kitchens staff Photograph: Tom Riston 

Miners flock to the aid of their old kitchen comrades 


By Barrie Clement 

labcxjr Editor 


The well-heeled villagers of 
Croxton, rural Cambridgeshire* 
have never seen anything like it 
First came a rag-tag platoon of 
retired miners from north Der- 
byshire who set up camp outride 
the rolling acres of Croxton Park 
Estate. Then came the securi- 
ty staff. In paramflitaiy-style 
boiler-suits, who patrolled the 
perimeters of the ground, stop- 
ping occasionally to film the 
erstwhile activities of the pit- 
men. 

The ex-miners were there to 
show solidarity with 350 strik- 
ers at Magnet Kitchens’ Recto- 


ry in deepest industrial Dar- 
lington. The security men were 
to protect the interests of Alan 
Bowkett, who lives in Georgian 
splendour in the parklahds and 
who is chief executive of Beris- 
ford, the company which awns 
the plant in Darlington. 

Yesterday the former colliers 
turned up with a flock of chick- 
ens, claiming they were to set 
up a farm not far from the es- 
tate. The ex-miners had been 
threatened with legal action 
for allegedly establishing an 
unlawful secondary picket line 
outside Mr Bcwketi’s property. 
They were also told they may be 
in breach of “stalking'’ laws, 
passed largely to prevent de- 


ranged men pursuing frightened 
womea. So the unionists 
searched for land near Croxton 
to establish a chicken farm 
which, they contend, was per- 
fectly legal Mysteriously, they 
were gazumped every time they 
were about to complete a pur- 
chase, until they found a 
landowner prepared to rent 
out a field. While they erected 
placards outride the field claim- 
ing Mr Bowkett’s “Chickens 
Had Come To Roost”, pickets 
from the Magnet plant distrib- 
uted leaflets in the village. 

Under the headline “Magnet 
Kitchen A Company of 
Shame”, the pickets explained 
the goings-on to the villagers. 


After a three-year pay freeze the 
workers asked for a 5-per-cent 
rise, which the company award- 
ed to 200 employ ees but offered 
nothing to the other 150. The 
workers walked out and after 12 
days all 350 were dismissed. 
That was 17 months ago. since 
when the Darlington factory has 
been picketed constantly. 

The fonner workers were in- 
censed by a £125,000 pay in- 
crease received by Mr Bowkett, 
already on £321,620. They say 
it would have cost £114.000 a 
year to settle the dispute. The 
company recently offered 
£300,000 to the dismissed work- 
ers for retraining. Union lead- 
ers denounced it as derisory. 


Terry' Butkeraitis, former 
vice-president of the National 
Union of Mineworkers in Der- 
byshire and one of the aspiring 
chicken farmers, said he and. his 
colleagues would stick by the 
Magnet workers for as long as 
it took. “They helped us during 
the miners’ strike with food and 
dothes, so we are repaying a de- 
but of honour.” 

The Darlington men ex- 
pressed disappointment with 
the Labour government and in 
particular Tony Blair, whose 
Scdgefield home is seven miles 
from the Magnet plant Mr 
Bowkett yesterday argued that 
the dispute arose largely from 
inter-union rivalry. 


U-turn on 

greenbelt 

THE Government did a U- 
turn yesterday in an attempt 
to dampen criticism of its en- 
vironment policies before 
John Prescott's statement 
on house building on green- 
belt land. 

The minister for the te- 
nons, Dick Cabom. told 
MPs that he was withdraw- 
ing proposals in the Re- 
gional Development 

Agencies B91, which 
regional development agen- 
cies compulsory, purchase 

powers, for a re-think. 

The concession was 
aimed at reducing tensions 
over the threat to the green- 
belt before the statement by 
the Deputy Prime Minister 
to the Commons next Mon- 
day on the Government’s 
long term plans for housing 
in Britain. 

Dog to die 

A TERMIN ALLY-ILL dog 
sg p yns destined to die in a po- 
lice kennel after a magistrate 
refused to let ft spend its fi- 
nal days with its owner. 

Judd, a mastiff-terrier 
cross, was seized hy police on 
Hampstead Heath in 1991, 
just two days before he was 
due to be registered under 
the Dangerous Dogs Act His 
owner, Gary Dunne, said he 
was devastated by yester- 
day’s decision. 

Kenya arrests 

FIVE men are being ques- 
tioned by police in Kenya 
over the murder of Roy 
Chivers who was stabbed 
and robbed while on holiday 
with his wife. 

They were arrested in a 
dragnet of the area around 
Aberdare Country Club in 
Nyeri where Mr Chivers, a 
retired officer with the Met- 
ropolitan police, was at- 
tacked on Sunday. 

Car tax plea 

GREEN campaigners are 
calling for Labour ministers 
to honour their pre-election 
pledges to penalise the own- 
ers of gas-guzzling cars. At 
preseat, drivers in Britain 
pay £I50a year regardless of 
the foei efficiency of their 
vehicle. 

Charles Secret^ executive 
director of FoE, claimed the 
“flat road tax is. a gift to 
greedy gas guzzlers”. 

Soldier’s £1 .7m 

PRIVATE Iain Roy, 26. 
paralysed in an array exercise, 
has settled for more than 
£1.7m compensation, one of 
the largest such awards by the 
Ministry of Defence. 


Saving the birds ~ Saving the future 


Help save a life 
this winter 

Enjoy 3 months FRE E 
membership of the RSFB 





WINTER can be cruel to small birds, 
but you can help today by joining fire 
RSFB - and using the form below you'll 
get all these superb benefits too: 

Your first 3 months membership 
I absolutely FREE 

FREE entry to over 120 beautiful 
RSPB nature reserves through- 
out the UK 

■ Birds, the RSPB's 104 page award- 
winning colour magazine 4 times a year 
• Pay by convenient quarterly instalments 
And when you join, you'll know you're helping to protect 
our beautiful natural heritage for generations to come. 

Plus this FREE video 

You'll receive this 85 minute BBC7RSFB Videoguide 
to British Carden Birds narrated by Sir David 
Attenborough if you reply within 28 days 

Post To: RSPB. FREEPOST; Sandy, Beds SG19 2BR. 
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- GROSS' 

Why it pays to save with 
us, rather than your 
Bank or Building Society. 



£2^00- 

£4.999 

CROSS* 

£5,000. 

£9.999 

GROSS* 

£10.000- 

£24.999 

GROSS' 

129,000- 

£49.999 

CROSS- 

BanHhC GNmet - Instant Acoess Smfogf Account 

&OOX 

7X10% 

7.00% 

7.00% 

Bare/ays - Instant Sayings (Instant Access) 

3.91% 

3.91% 

431% 

4.78% 

Nationwide BS CashbuUder (instant A/C) 

3.90% 

4.30% 

4.60% 

5.00% 

Halifax - Solid Gold (30 bay Notice) 

430% 

5.10% 

535% 

5.75% 

AttteyNattonai - investor 30 130 Day Nodes) 

4.00% 

4.30% 

530% 

5.60% 


You don’t need to save with a High 
Street Bank or Building Society to get top 
Interest rates that remain consistently high 
throughout the year. 

At 7.00% gross? our rate compares 
very favourably with the competition. 
Especially when you consider we offer 
Instant access with no penalties or 
charges and free telephone banking. 

All this from the comfort of your own 
home 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 
So there’s never any need to waste time 
queuing at your Bank or Building Society. 


Save with Bank of Scotland Banking 
Direct, a safe, secure and profitable home 
for your money. 

Par the low-down and an application 
form call us free on 0500 804 804. 


BJMOTMOTUJP 

BANKING' 

DIRECT 

0500 804 804 
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As The Independent’ launches its campaign for tax subsidy on childcare, Diane Coyle considers the ^ work 

while Glenda Cooper looks at the present arrangements and what they mean for a lone parent w o 


Childcare: 

a question 

of national 
priorities 


analysis 


Which of the following uses of 
government money would most 
people in Britain regard as 
more valuable? Tax relief for 
drivers who use their car for 
work? An annual subsidy to 
farmers who grow arable crops 
like wheat and oilseed rape? 
The yearly cost of “policy and 
management” at the Ministry of 
Defence? The ‘‘bricks and mor- 
tar’’ subsidy of mortgage inter- 
est tax relief? Or government 
help for childcare? 

Although few would quarrel 
with the idea that an investment 
in the nation’s children ought to 
be an important priority, the 
truth is that it is not reflected 
in government policy. Even 
though the Government has an- 
nounced that it will introduce 
a National Childcare Strategy, 
it has not, yet, put the muscle 
of real money behind it. 

For evidence about its pri- 
orities, compare the Welfare to 
Work spending on after-school 
childcare, intended to help fone 
parents (mainly women) re- 
turn to work, with the New Deal 
spending on young people un- 
employed for more than six 
months (mainly men). The fig- 
ures are £3 00m and £3.2bn re- 
spectively. The financing speaks 
the real language of priorities. 

Parents pay a higher pro- 
portion of the cost of childcare 
in Britain than virtually every 
other advanced economy, meet- 
ing 93 per cent of the cost. 

According to the Daycare 
Trust, the childcare campaign- 
ers, Lhe typical annual bill for a 
family with two children, one at 
school, is £6,000. This amounts 
to nearly a fifth of gross income 
for a two-job couple each on na- 
tional average earnings- half as 
much again as the same family 
would spend on food. 

The Treasury has signalled 
that Gordon Brown will take 
one significant and welcome 
step in his Budget on 17 March. 
He wfli make the current child- 
care element of Family Credit 
far more generous, and avail- 
able to many more families, 
when the replacement working 
families tax credit is introduced. 

If the new childcare credit 
for those on low-incomes is in- 
deed as generous as the hints 
from those dose to the Chan- 
cellor indicate, it will lower a sig- 
nificant barrier to work for 
man y women, especially single 
mothers. Lone mothers in the 
UK have amongst the lowest 
rates of employment compared 
to other countries because of 
what the Institute for Fiscal 
Studies has described as “the 


significant work disincentive 
costs of childcare in the UK”. 

But assistance for childcare 
targeted only on the very low- 
paid ignores the same cost for 
millions of other women. They 
might cam somewhat more; 
but even for those on close to 
average earnings, paying for 
childcare makes the decision to 
go out to work touch-and-go fi- 
nancially for the second earn- 
er in the family. 

The need is certainly greater 
for the least well-off, but there 
is an overwhelming case for ad- 
ditional government support for 
childcare -especially when com- 
pared with the other uses to 
which government money is put 

A basic-rate tax allowance of 
around £1.800 a year, similar to 
the married couples’ allowance, 
and made available to one par- 
ent in a family using paid regis- 
tered childcare, would cost the 
Exchequer £lbn-£2bn a year. 

This would compare with the 
expected cost of the crops sub- 
sidy of £1.3bn; the £lbn a year 
subsidy to business drivers; the 
£2.7bn cost of mortgage inter- 
est tax relief; and the £1.7bn the 
MoD spends on policy in a year. 

If the Government did not 
want to divert money from 
these priorities, it could chivvy 
departments into selling off 
some of the surplus assets like 
car parks and empty buildings 
identified last November in the 
National Asset Register. De- 
spite the fanfare that greeted 
the 1990s “Domesday Book”, 
no wasted assets have yet made 
it to market. 

Some campaigners favour 
different schemes such as direct 
subsidies to childcare providers 
or low-cost loans to parents. 

But the advantage of a tax al- 
lowance is two-fold: it is ad- 
ministratively simple and it 
creates a direct incentive for 
women to work. It would po- 
tentially make available to em- 
ployers the skills and effort of 
some of the 2 million-plus 
women with dependent children 
who do not work. 

Some economists would ar- 
gue that it has the disadvantage 
of simply giving money to par- 
ents who are already at work 
and paying for childcare. True, 
but this overlooks the fact that 
the mere fact of having children 
imposes a huge financial penal- 
ty on women, reducing their life- 
time earnings by tens of 
thousands of pounds. If the 
Government is as family-friend- 
ly as it claims, a new childcare 
allowance would signal that it 
recognises the value this finan- 
cial sacrifice contributes to the 
economy as a whole. 



C I voted Tony Blair in because I thought he 
was interested in this. You have to laugh now ? 


THE FAMILY 


LORN A ALLAN has done ex- 
actly what the Government 
wants. A single parent deter- 
mined not to sponge off the 
state, she went back to work 
when her babywas 1 2 weeks old 
“even though it broke my 


heart”. She now finds herself in 
an intolerable situation. 

To work full lime, as she does 
at the North Middlesex Hospi- 
tal. she pays a third of her net 
income to the childminder. 
With such a large chunk gone 
she has abandoned all thoughts 
of luxuries such as holidays 


and struggles to pay her rent for 
the small studio fiat she and lhe 
baby live in. 

“At the back of my mind 
there's always the fear of debt. 
I dre3d the electricity bill be- 
cause 1 know I just don’t have 
the money. And children at this 
age just grow so quickly, they're 


out of dothes in a moment-" she 
said. 

“Single mothers have this 
stigma attached to them. 
There’s all this thing about get- 
ting back into work but they do 
nothing to help parents realty, 
single or otherwise. I'm saving 
the Government money be- 


cause Tm paying someone else 
to look after my child. In effect 
Tm employing someone so they 
get off the statistics as well. 

“The last childminder I had. 
she had four or five children. I 
had paid my tax and national in- 
surance. gave her cash that she 
then had to pay tax and NI on. 


The Government is laughing all 
the way to the bank. 

“I have to take holiday enti- 
tlement to nurse my baby when 
she’s sick. So if I’m likely to say 
to the minder. Tm thinking of 
taking some holiday 1 , what I re- 
alty mean is I need a rest from 
work and my holiday will be in 
Costa del Edmonton. I can’t 
have any luxuries.” 

She added: “If they just gave 
us a little bit of help it would be 
nice. If you have a company you 
can put in tax returns and say 
this is an expense. 1 have to find 
more than £4,000 a year after 
I’ve paid my tax. 

“1 voted Tony Blair in be- 
cause I thought he was inter- 
ested in this. You have to laugh 
now. They're talking about par- 
ents going back to work and 
having to get off benefit. Tm not 
entitled to anything. Yet bow are 
they going to achieve this with- 
out childcare? 

“I don’t want to be on ben- 
efits. I don’t want charity. But 
1 think one day m the future Tm 
going to have to pack it all in, 
go back to Scotland, i don’t 
want to be a burden on my par- 
ents and the stale but 1 just can’t 
afford this life." 


Parents struggle with cost and lack of places 


THE COSTS 


ALMOST all childcare in the 
UK is private. More than 90 
per cent of the costs of regis- 
tered childcare places in the 
UK are met tty parents them- 
selves - around £2.6bn per 
year. It is more expensive than 
anywhere else in Europe, the 
Daycare Trust estimates. 

Yet there remains a short- 
age of childcare places. There 
arc nearly 6 million children 
under the age of eight in 
Britain but less than 700,000 
registered childcare places - 


there is only one childcare 
place for every nine children 
under eighL 

The biggest service by far is 
provided by childminders with 
425,027 registered places, com- 
pared with 187,123 day nurs- 
eries and 56.322 after-school 
clubs. 

The Chancellor in the last 
budget indicated that £300m 
would be put aside for oul-of- 
scfaool care to create 30,000 
additional after-school clubs 
for 1 million children. 

Parents with one pre-school 
child and one child at school 
typically face childcare bills of 


around £6.000 per annum - 
nearly double what they spend 
on food or housing. While an 
out-of-school club costs £15 to 
£30 a week, a childminder 
costs £80 to £120 per full- 
time place, a private nursery 
£70 to £180 and a nanny any- 
thing between £80 and £260. 

It is unsurprising then that 
many women turn to ad hoc 
means of childcare such as 
friends or partners. It is esti- 
mated 45 per cent of working 
mothers use informal means of 
childcare. Such arrangements 
are often unreliable and inad- 
equate and there are no sup- 


port services geared to help in- 
formal chUdcarers provide ap- 
propriate play and learning 
opportunities for children. 

Mothers with good qualifi- 
cations and high earning pow- 
er are much more likely to go 
back to work after having chil- 
dren as they can afford the 
childcare. Less than a third of 
mothers with no qualifications 
return to work compared to 
three-quarters of mothers with 
A levels or higher qualifications. 

The 1989 Children Act 
placed a duty on local author- 
ities to provide chDdcare for 
children who are in need. 


Childcare has been acknowl- 
edge as a positive form of 
family support for children 
whose families are in serious 
crisis, children whose health or 
development is in jeopardy 
and children with disabilities. 
However, shrinking budgets 
mean cuts have been made 
year after year in childcare pro- 
vision. In England, 32,900 chil- 
dren bad places in local 
authority day nurseries and 
childminders employed by lo- 
cal authorities in 1985 com- 
pared with 28,900 in 1995. A 
high proportion of these chil- 
dren attended part-time. 
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Radiation fears 
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By Ian Burrell 



THE Government has isued^ an 
unprecedented ban on han- 
dling or eating pigeons found 
within 10 miles of the.Seu- 
afield nuclear reprocessing 
plant because of fears that they 

are radioactive. The notice has 

been issued by the Ministry for 
Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food, after batches of more 
than 150 culled local pigeons 
were found to have high towels 
of radiation contamination- 
The Independent revealed 
last week that the birds had 
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last week that tne duos uau 
been tested by British Nuclear 
Fuels (BNFL) scientists after 


Singing Surf bird samw-ji. 
owned by asters Jane and Bar- 
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Photograph: Lucy Blake the Royal Society for the Pro- 
tection of Animals. 
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sofl to a nearby nuclear waste 

dUI BNFL is also planning either 
to “power-wash” or dig up the 
tarmac driveway at Smgrng 
Surf, in order to remove further 

( traces of radiation. 

Since the first cuU. BNFL of- 
ficials have culled a further 
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Shopping this weekend? 


Don’t forget the list 
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have to be captured and de- 
strayed. MAFF continues to 
cany out its own independent 
tests into how the birds became 
contaminated. Government of- 
ficials are also seeking to min- 
imise the risk that the 
radioactive pigeons pose *o the 
public. In its notice, MAF*j 
states: “As a precaution, local 
residents are being advised not 
to handle, slaughter or consume 
any pigeons found within a 10- 


bfocked off to prevent them 

murine the area around Sell- 
afield to ensure no 
offering pig«» ^ 

“Feral pigeons are unlikely to 

^^mtori ng mn iamtoa- 

other nuclear sites, for lOyaa 

This has confirmed other 

foodstuffs produced wiihmtl^ 

designated area are safe to 
eat." 
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Classical music’s big 
names add their 
weight to campaign 


m ^ 


By David Lister 

Arts News Editor 
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Some of the biggest names 
from the world of British clas- 
sical music have joined The In- 
dependent's campaign to end the 
j crisis in the arts. 

The conductor Sir Simon 
Rattle, composer Sir Peter 
Maxwell Davies and music di- 
rector of The English Nation- 
al Opera, Paul Daniel, who 
won a Laurence Olivier Award 







tions to arts companies and 
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won a Laurence uuvier/\wa»u ~ 

this week for his achievements venues. A f^' es ^ 
with ENO, have signed up to the be ^tmtoregarete 


campaign. The fashion design- 
er Zandra Rhodes has also lent 
her support. 

Sir Simon has made the City 
Of Birmingham Symphony Or- 
chestra a global force since be- 
coming music director. But 
despite this, it has suffered se- 
vere problems of funding. The 
lax breaks we are advocating for 
donors would provide an addi- 
tional source of funding for such 
a popular orchestra. 

The Independent and Inde- 
pendent On Sunday campaign is 
urging the Chancellor lo sim- 
plify the tax system for those giv- 
ing to the arts and make all 


muddled and cumbersome sys- 
tem of tax relief through 
covenants and the Gift Aid 
Scheme. 

The system is riddled with 
anomalies. Some arts organi- 
sations are charities, others are 
not. Thx relief can only be 
claimed where the organisation 
is a charity. In addition, tax re- 
lief can only be claimed on do- 
nations above £250, a deterrent 
to many who would like to 
help the arts. 

The campaign has already 
scored two significant victories. 
Chris Smith, Secretary of State 
for Culture, who cannot speak 






Hlg LU UK, U1W _ ' 

donations tax deductible in his publicly about tax matters m the 
budget on 17 March. This nm-up to the budget, was said 




would increase the amount in- 
dividuals give to the arts, and 
help end the financial crisis 
I cultural institutions are facing. 


by senior sources in his own de- 
partment to be behind the cam- 
paign and to be having talks with 
the Chancellor about m akm g 


Leading lights in the arts contributions tax deductible. 





continue to come on board the 
campaign. Last week, two of the 
biggest names in British theatre 
lent their support — the musi- 
cals impresario Sir Cameron 
Mackintosh, and the actor Ian 
Holm. They join a list that in- 
cludes Sir Peter Hall, Alan 
Ayckbourn, Fiona Shaw and 
Harriet Walter. Readers have 


And the Association for . 
Business Sponsorship of the 
Arts expressed its support It in- 
cludes leading businesses such 
as BT and BP and has on its 
council such arts luminaries as 
Lord Puttnam and Dame Diana 
Rigg. Its director general, Col- 
in Tweedy, said: “Arts support- 
ers should be left with a warm 


been writing in with their sup- feeling, not an accounting night- 
port in large numbers, showing mare.” Many readers and 


THE SPECIAL EDITION 
106 LOOK 
FOR JUST £6,995*. 


the desire that exists in Britain 
to give to the arts and to end the 
anomalies that in effect pe- 
nalise people for doing so. 

We are urging Mr Brown to 
use his budget to introduce a 
change in taxation law to enable 
people to make tax-free dona- 


celebrities who have been phon- 
ing in with their support were 
keen to stress, correctly, that the 
system of tax relief and climate 
of giving we are advocating 
should be additional to, and not 
a substitute for, a proper system 
of public subsidy- 
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Scientists blow whistle on sunscreen lotions 


By Nicholas Schoon 

in Philadelphia 

PJf RE JS no ffXXl evidence 
that sunscreen lotions protect 
against melanomas, nnu o/ihe 

^neen,. scicnusis lold the an- 

A^ mCeImg0llhl -* Am ^n 

Association for Ui L - Advancc- 
racni of Science yesierdav 

screen." 01 l ° rL ' l> 0 " su "- 

screens, sa ,d Marianne 
BerwicL an epidemiologist at 

theMernunalSW-KeiW 

Cancer Centre in New York" 
Ih °“ genel,c disposition to 

these cancers «s the most i m . 
portant factor.” A targe, popu- 
lation- based study she had dime 
found the melanoma risk for 
people with many moles was six 

uraes higher than that of some- 
one with only a few. The risk for 
someone with the type 0 f 
colouring which goes with -reai- 
est sensitivity to sunshine - red 
or tair hair, light -coloured eves 
- was almost six limes that for 
a Caucasian with dark hair and 
eyes. 

Lotions certainly slop burn- 
ing but do not appear to stop 
melanomas. For a white person 
in northern Europe, the lifetime 
risk of contracting one of these 
cancers is around one in Kill. 
About a fifth of victims arc 
killed by them. They are rare 
and more lethal than the two 
other types, known as nun- 
melanoma. The main cause of 
all three is ultra-violet ruvs in 
sunshine, which damage DNA. 
Dr Berwick examined lu 


epidemiological studies into 
melanoma and sunscreen use. 
b,v jnJ icaied that the more 
sunscreen one used, rhe more 
HHelv one was to develop the 
cancer. Two suggested the op- 
pus,lL ‘ conclusion, and the . nh- 
cr lwu showed no link ai all. 

She concluded there were so 
many problems and “con- 
founding factors” with such 
studies that it wys unsafe to 
draw any conclusions. For in- 
stance. people who burnt easi- 
ly might use lotions in stay uut 
in the sun for lunger - thereby 
preventing the sun hum which 
would otherwise have made 
diem get out of the sun. But this 
would mean exposing them- 
selves in more than they should. 

and running a higher risk of 
melanoma. 

Oxford University chemist 
John Noland said he had grave 
doubts about an ultra-violet 
blocking ingredient used in a 
few lot ions, called Padimalc-O. 
"r octyl-dimethyl PAB. When 
sunlight is shone on it. it releases 
chemicals which can damage 
DNA. He found this to be the 
case tor isolated DNA and for 
the DNA inside skin cells when 
these are cultured in a lest 
tube. He believes it is possible 
that when the chemical is 
rubbed over the skin, some 
could penetrate the cells. 

”1 would not use a sun- 
screen containing this chemi- 
cal.” he said. 

“ Unfortunately. EU regula- 
tions do not require manufuc- 1 
Hirers to state that it is an ! 


‘Gang tried 
to sell £2.8m 
of rhino horn’ 


UNDERCOVER animal wel- 
fare investigators posed as buy- 
ers to sting a gang trying to sell 
£18m worth of rhinoceros horn, 
a court heard yesterday. 

The gang was recruited by a 
former antiques dealer serving 
a life sentence for murder who 
had collected the' horns before 
it became illegal to sell them. 
King’s Lynn Crown Court was 
told. 

Wilfred Bull, 63. wanted to 
sell the 127 horns in preparation . 
for his release from prison and 
called in a “lady friend", Carol 
Scolchford-Hughes. who 
brought in another couple, 
David Eley and Elaine Arscott. 

But Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Ani- 
mals officers and police were 
lipped off after Ms Arscott, us- 
ing a false name, phoned the 
London Stock Exchange to in- 
quire about selling them. 

The unsuspecting gang held 
several meetings - one of which 
was bugged - with the under- 
cover officers at a hotel in Cam- 
bridge to talk about the deal. 
RSPCA inspector Alan Fisher 
told the court he was in regular 
contact with the gang in 19% to 
make the arrangements. 

Mr Fisher told the court 
Mr Eley referred to the rhino 
horns as “antique chairs” for se- 
curity reasons, unaware rhe 
conversation was bugged, and 
the deal was fixed for 3 Sep- 
tember 1996. 

The gang were arrested af- 


ter police raided a store in 
west London where the horns 
were being kept. 

The court had earlier been 
told (hat rhinos were an en- 
dangered species and it was il- 
legal to trade in them or their 
horn. "If you tdDU the trade, it re- 
duces the incentive for de- 
stroying the animals,” said John 
Farmer, opening the case for the 
prosecution. 

The horn is seen as an 
aphrodisiac in the Far East and 
fetches £12.000 per kilogram, 
Mr Farmer told the court. 

Bull, who was jaded at the 
Old Bailey in 1986 for the mur- 
der of his wife Patsy a year ear- 
lier, contacted a legal executive, 
Paul Rexstrew. from his prison 
cell to arrange the financial 
transaction and launder the 
money, the jury was lold. 

Mr Rexstrew. of Wimbledon, 
south-west London, denies con- 
spiracy to sell rhino horns, 
claiming he knew they were 
dealing with art treasures and 
animal trophies but did not 
know it was rhino horn. 

The juiy has been told that 
Carol Scotchford-Hughes of 
Willingham. Cambridgeshire, 
and Elaine Arscott and David 
Eley, both of Great Shelford. 
Cambridgeshire, have pleaded 
guUty to the charge. Bull has 
pleaded guilty to the charge un- 
der the Control of Trade in 
Endangered Species (Enforce- 
ment Regulations) Act 19S5. 

The hearing continues today. 


Ads turn teenagers 
on to smoking 


By Jeremy Laurance 

H«?a.V< Editor 

MORE THAN a third of 
teenagers are lured into exper- 
imen tins’ with cigarettes by 
tobacco advertising and 
promotion, researchers say. ^ 
The power of advertising m 
recruiting young smokers is 
demonstrated by a study which 
shows teenagers who notice cig- 
arette ads or acquire a promo- 
tional item are much more Likely 
to take up smoking than others. 

Scientists who interviewed 
1 7S0 American adolescents 
a .ed 1- to 17 in 1993 who bad 
never smoked and who sa.d 
they had no plans to stare 

even ifa friend offered them a 


further 16.6 per cent had be- 
come susceptible to smoking. 

The change in their atti- 
tude over the three years was 
closely linked to their attitude 
to cigarette advertising. Those 
who had a favourite ad in 1993, 
more- than half (he total, were 
twice as likely to have started 
smoking in 1996 or to be 
willing to start. 

Those who owned a pro- 
motional item or were willing to 
use one in 1993 were nearly 


,o .Tup sS ihan etbai dm* dun* as likley to progress 
Scientists _wlm mre^ewed — the Uni- 
1,750 American . versity of California, say in 

aged 12 to 17 m 19 " . id the Journal of the American 
never smoked an Medical Association'. "We esti- 

they had no plans to - mate that 34 percent of all ex- 

even if a ^'endoff^ed te ra ^ tion in California 

cigarette, found half mg ' P™ L weea 1993 and 1996 can be 

Sussed towards smoJfflS Sj* attributed to tobacco promo- 
interviewed again three y aClivilIes « They say the 

,ater * , n r had ex- influence of advertising was 

Almost 30 per cent haa « than that of other 

perimented with Jokers, contrary to the find- 

^ ofoth " stud,es - 








Mad dogs and Englishmen: Lotions prevent burning but do not appear to stop melanomas, one of the most lethal, fast-growing cancers 



ingredient in writing on die but- 
lie. but this should he a re- 
quirement.” He said some 
products stale they are “PAB- 
frec". some admit to containing 
it and manv cive consumers no 


hint. The experts say people 
should use a lotion which claims 
to block both ultra-violet B 
and ultra-violet A radiation. But 
the best advice is to limit your 
exposure to slmng sunshine, es- 


pecially if you have sensitive 
skin. 

■ Professor Jouni Uitlo. of 
Philadelphia's Thomas Jefier- 
son University, told the meet- 
ing his research group had 


genetically engineered a breed 
of mouse which can give insights 
into huw sunlight wrinkles and 
ages human skin. 

The mice contain the human 
gene which switches on the 


production of elastin, a key 
structural protein which gives 
tissue their springiness. As the 
skin ages, the normal arrange- 
ment of orderly elast in fibres is 
transformed into large, hap- 


PhotograpH: Alex Lentati 


hazard clumps, causing the skin 
surface to become leathery and 
wrinkled. He has shown ultra- 
violet radiation activates this 
gene in the mouth, leading to 
large-scale elastin production. 
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TESCO ARE OFFERING, FOR A LIMITED PERIOD ONLY, A WIDE RANGE OF GENUINE SONY GOODS, INCLUDING 
CAMCORDERS, MINI HI-FIS, PLAYSTATIONS, PORTABLE CD. PLAYERS AND WALKMANS. IF YOU CAN FIND THE SAME PRODUCT 
CHEAPER LOCALLY WE'LL REFUND TWICE THE DIFFERENCE, BECAUSE Tbim/M/efafa 
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Masons 

escape 

forced 

exposure 


By Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


NEW recruits to the police, 
magistrates, prison and the 
Crown Prosecution Service will 
have to declare whether they are 
Freemasons in future, hut most 
workers in the criminal justice 
system, particularly judges, are 
expected to escape compulsory 
registration. 

Jack Straw, the Home Sec- 
retary, yesterday called on the 
United Grand Lodge to publish 
a list of its Freemasons and 
threatened to introduce new 
laws to force members of the 
secret society to be identified if 
de tails were not released. The 
Freemasons indicated that they 
are unlikely to co-operate. 

The Home Office plans ap- 
pear to have been watered down 
hy the refusal of judges to reveal 
whether they are Freemasons. 
Lord Irvine, the Lord Chancel- 
lor, has been fighting a rear- 
guard action against the Home 
Office and has argued that a reg- 
ister would be an infringement 
of the judiciary's privacy and in- 
dividual rights. 

Yesterday's announcement 
follows an inquiry into secret so- 
cieties by the Commons Home 


Affairs Select Craninitiee, which 
called for a register to be set up 
and made publicly available. 

The chairman of the com- 
mittee yesterday criticised the 
judiciary and said it was a “non- 
sense” to suggest the Govern- 
ment could not force all 
members of the cr iminal justice 
system to disclose their mem- 
bership of a secret society. 

Action against societies, in 
particularly the Freemasons, 
whose 500,000 British members 
are divided into about 9,500 
lodges, was demanded after 
doradcs of concern that members 
of the society, particularly police 
officers, are abusing their mem- 
bership of the “brotherhood". 

As revealed in The Inde- 
pendent in November, all future 
recruits to the justice organisa- 
tions in England and Wales 
will have to register their mem- 
bership of the Freemasons. The 
Home Office is also consider- 
ing whether members who are 
transferred or promoted will 
also have to declare member- 
ship. The Home Secretary has 
written to the United Grand 
Lodge requesting the names 
and occupations of members 
working in the criminal justice 
field. 



Secret society. New recruits to criminal justice system will have to declare membership of the Freemasons 


Photograph: Universal Pictorial Press 


But John Hamill spokesman 
for the Lodge, said yesterday it 
would be extremely expensive 
and difficult to provide a list He 
added: “The general feeling is 
why are we being singled out 
The idea that we are going to 
be forced to do something sticks 
in the throat of a lot of Freema- 
sons.'’ 

If, as expected, they refuse 


the Home Office intends to set 
up a voluntary register of about 
250,000 criminal justice workers 
which will be made available to 
the public. Anyone who refus- 
es to disclose whether they are 
a member or not is likely to be 
considered a Freemason. The fi- 
nal sanction, if the voluntary list, 
is unworkable, will be legislation 
for a compulsory register. 


Chris Mullin, the Labour 
chairman of the Home Affairs 
select committee, while wel- 
coming the announcement as a 
step in the right direction, was 
highly critical of the judges for 
holding back the reforms. He 
accused them of having “a sense 
of their own self-importance”. 

He- added that it was “non- 
sense” to suggest that existing 


employees, such as judges, 
could not be forced to register, 
pointing out that MPs and 
councillors already have to de- 
clare their interests. 

Alan Beith, the Liberal De- 
mocrat home affairs spokesman 
said that judges should not be 
allowed to hide Masonic links. 

But one senior judge, Lord 
Justice MjDet, who is a Freema- 


son, yesterday bitterly con- 
demned the new rules. 

“There is no sense in iL It’s 
an unwarranted interference in 
our private lives and it doesn’t 
achieve anything," he told BBC 
Radio 4’s Today programme. 

“What are people supposed 
to do? You can’t choose which 
judge will try your case, so 
what's the point?" 



Beckett offers showcase of the UK powerhouse 


By Nonie Niesewand 

Architecture Correspondent 


Beating the drum: The powerhouseiUlCs mini-domes 


“THE FACE of modem Britain 
is more than the Spice Girls, The 
Full Monty, or Soho at night,” 
Margaret Beckett, the President 
of the Board of Trade, befieves. 

To prove it, the Department 
of Trade and Industry has com- 
missioned a £im exhibition, 
called pqweritousetUK, to be a 


showcase for British design. 
“This exhibition reflects what is 
happening in multi-cultural 
Britain. Good design makes 
for good business.” Mrs Beck- 
ett said. 

“Our partners in Europe 
and Asia appreciate this as 
much as we. do. We see power- 
bouserUK as a unique oppor- 
tunity to put the best of cutting 
edge British design an show to 


stimulate business across fron- 
tiers.” Even if Britain doesn’t al- 
ways manufacture it 

Trade delegates and diplo- 
mats from Asia and Europe at- 
tending the ASEM 2 summit 
from 2-4 April will visit the ex- 
hibition to be held in four sil- 
ver inflatable mini-domes in the 
heart of Whitehall at Horse 
Guards Parade. 

Four steel framed dnjms,each 


of which hold 300-400 people, 
have been themed by two archi- 
tects. Doug Branson and Nigel 
Coates, to reflect lifestyle, com- 
munications, learning and net- 
working. After the summit the 
public can attend fora fortnight 
until 19 ApriL 

The designer Alexander Mc- 
Queen’s ravishing ballgowns 
(made in France) rub shoulders 
with Tom Dixon’s ingenious 


light that doubles as a footstool 
made (in Britain) from traffic 
bollards. Oasis (half of whose 
profits go to Creation Records 
in Japan) wffl play as visitors in- 
teract with computer games, 
and audio-visuals. 

The four pavilions are a 
miniaturised version of Branson 
Coates’ National Centre for 
Pop Music in Sheffield which 
opens in August 


Dobson 

battles 

Brown 

on NHS 


By Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Cbrrespon^ 


PRANK DOBSON and the 
Chancellor Gordon Brown are 

locked* a Cabinet battle over 

demands by the Seaetmyrf 
State for Health for an extra 
£500oi to end the waitu^ lw cri- 
sis in NHS hospitals, which will 
be revealed tomorrow. 

Amid fears that the Gov- 
ernment will be accused of 
breaking one of its key eleefron 
pledges that waiting lists will be 
cut, Mr Dobson has got the 
broad backing of the Prime 
Minister to add around £2bn to 
the NHS budget next year, but 
Mr Brown is holding out. 

The Chancellor added an ex- 
tra £300m to the NHS budget 
to avoid a winter crisis last 
year, and he announced an in- 
crease in spending on the NHS 
of £lJ2bn from I April as the 
centre-piece of his Budget in 
July last year. 

Mr Dobson is arguing that 
be has applied some unpalat- 
able medicine to the NHS with 
tight pay restraint on the nurs- 
es to meet the Chancellor’s 
tough spending limits, but the 
demands facing the NHS which 
he inherited from the Tories are 
greater than expected. 

Whitehall officials have con- 
firmed that the waiting list fig- 
ures due to be published 
tomorrow wili continue to show 
a rise in the number of patterns 
waiting for treatment, but the 
bad figures will reinforce Mr 
Dobson’s demands for more 
money. 

Mr Dobson yesterday gave 
a clear signal that the figures 
would be bad, when he praised 
the hard work of nurses and 
doctors in coping with the ex- 
tra demand, which showed no 
let-up in spite of the mild win- 
ter. The numbers being treat- 
ed will show a rise to record 139 
million in the last quarter. 

He told the Local Govern- 
ment Association that his com- 
mitment to give priority to 
coping with emergency cases 
had led to increases in waiting 
lists for elective surgery. 
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In an ideal world you will always 
be there for your fiunily. But should 
the worst happen, would they be 
able to cope withou t you? 

You may well 
be surprised to 
learn that for 
the monthly 
equivalent of 

20p” a day you 

could help safeguard your family's 
financial future. 

Legal & General's Family 
Protection Plan will ensure thar the 
lump sum is paid should you die 
during the period of time you select. 
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and the amount you pay each month 
stays the same. 
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apply, the sooner 
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that your family's 
future is secure. 
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Recruiting 

crisis hits 

classroom 

standards 


By Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

JESTERS will today be told 
5 ^eir own backbenchers that 
they Will jeopardise the Gov- 
ernment's education standards 
drive unless they act more bold- 
ly to sohre the teacher recruit- 
ment crisis. 

In a blunt speech, Margaret 
Hodge, chairman of the all- 
party Commons select com- 
mittee on education, will argue 
that the Government's response 
to the committee's report on re- 
cruitment is disappointing. 
Applications for one-year post- 
graduate teacher training cours- 
es are down 10 per cent on the 
same time last year. The drop 
for maths is 22 per cent and for 
physics 34 per cent. 

Applications for under- 
graduate courses, mainly pri- 
mary, are down 15 per cent. 

The proportion of unsuc- 
cessful applicants to post- 
graduate courses has also fallen 
sharply over the last three years, 
suggesting that colleges and 
universities are having to admit 
students of poorer quality. 

Yesterday, a new survey re- 
vealed that a quarter of prima- 
ry headships remained unfilled 
last term because no suitable 
candidates applied 

Ms Hodge will tell MPs that 
the £15m government adver- 
tising campaign to attract re- 
cruits is not enough. “The 
advertising campai gn , whilst 
welcome, will be ineffective 
unless it is part of a wider strat- 
egy. The Government must re- 
spond more enthusiastically 
than they have so far to the rad- 
ical proposals in our report.” 

lire committee wants the 
Government to take up pro- 
posals such as financial in- 
centives for new 1 teachers, for 
example, paying off student 
loans, and extra cash to keep 
good teachers in the classroom. 


Ministers believe that heads 
are the key to higher standards 
but nearly half the schools In 
yesterday’s survey carried out by 
the National Association of 
Head Teachers attracted six or 
fewer applications for the 
headship. Six is considered an 
absolute minimum for an 
adequate shortlist. 

TTie survey, produced by 
John Howson of Education 
Data Services, also shows that 
governors failed to fill more than 
a quarter of the deputy head- 
ships advertised. 

Headships have traditional- 
ly been hard to fOl in London 
and south-easi England, but Mr 
Howson said the difficulties 
had now spread to other areas. 
David Hart, the association's 
general secretary, said: “These 
recruitment figures are a sharp 
reminder to the Government 
that they are in danger over pre- 
siding ewer a recruitment crisis 
which demands an urgent 
resolution.” 

Mr Howson pointed out 
that in maths, the proportion of 
applicants for teacher training 
courses not offered a place is 10 
per cent, compared with 17 
per cent three years ago. In Eng- 
lish it is 16 per cent compared 
with 26 per cent. 

He said: “1 should be veiy 
surprised if the quality is not suf- 
fering in some way. This sug- 
gests that we are taking some 
people who are marginally un- 
suited to teaching.” 

The Teacher Training 
Agency, the quango in charge 
of recruitment, is known to be 
looking at ways of promoting 
headship. An agency spokesman 
said that not enough people 
were coming forward for head- 
ship because they felt unpre- 
pared. “The new national 
professional qualification for 
heads which we have put in 
place will make a difference,” 
be said. 


DAILY POEM 




Anon 

By Gerald Dawe 

My Prague scarf has no name nor maker. 

/ bought it that time we waltzed around 
the freezing city: trad' jazz in the bars, . 
the foggy castle above, shadowy beggars 
on the bridge and the foreign kids 
hanging loose on the corporate squares. 

This hus hip. my dream city, you were it, 
and no one could see me in behind 
the Prague scarf, hidden like a bandit 

This poem comes from Signals , an anthology of poetry and 
prose from writers involved in the first Abbey Arts Week, or- 
ganised by the Abbey Grammar School in Newry. Signals, edit- 
ed by Adrian Rice, costs £8.95 (paperback) from The Abbey 
Press, Courtenay Hfil, Newry, County Down BT34 2ED. 


ffiALTHMSDMNCE 


Call 0800779955 

, quoting ref Ml 0535NG 


to find rati 

_i8EesrZSOTEOTI 

Prime Health M 

A member of Uw Standard Uh Croup 


THE. INDEPENDENT 


WIN a -Hutpoint- ® fridge freezer 

free appliance (mu 
a2 vridi Black Trim. 

penture controls k. 

5^ and fhazen 
And they never need defrosting- 

ssSgt'sfsa .tseeskk 

** • • . -/T. uL c’ M miditedat randbm «w «*s taw 

Ca*** 2£«* ******* fin- 

20 fWMWy 1998- USIW 


9/NEWS 




ty> 
















1 - 


V - - ■*** 


v-i- 






'?*SV 




«-’V r-V‘ TV 

V • - ... : ^ ■ 


ilxt- 


;iT+e5-i 






the independent 

WEDNESDAY 18 FEBRUARY 1998 


Challenge 
of the 
sands 

SOLDERS from the 1st 
Battalion the Parachute 
Regiment yesterday 

prepare to tadde a six- 

day, |43-mile run across 
tbe Sahara by training on 
the sandy terrain of Long 
Valley, Aldershot, 

The team will 
undert^^ 

foot-race on eartlr , tne 
Marathon des Sables, m 

Morocco at the end of 

next month to raise 

money for Impaial 

Cancer Research and 
Airborne Forces Chanties. 
The team doctor, 

Captain Mike McErlain, b 
uringthe training to 
research stress fractures, 
a local weakening of the 
bone, which are common 
in athletes and during 
military training. 
Photograph: ^ 'Peter Macdanrud 
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Robotic Yeltsin raises fears he is losin g the 


By Phil Reeves m Moscow 


TECHNICALLY, he did not 
pul a fool wrong. He acknowl- 
edged Russia’s economic and 
social problems, hailed its slen- 
der victories, and charted a 
glorious, so far elusive, palh to 

growth. There was a swipe at the 

US over Iraq, and a jab al his 
parliament over the budget. . 

But the content of Boris 
Yeltsin’s now customary annu- 
al “state of the nation” address 
is only half of the story. Just as 
the world used to wan* Ronald 
Reagan's public appearances 
for his saffe^ it now scrutinis- 
es Mr Yeltsin’s performances 
for clues to his state of health. 

For 30 minutes the Russian 
President spoke in a normal 
and more or less clear voice to 
a joint session of both houses 
of parliament in the Kremlin. 
His handlers were confident 
enough to allow his speech to 
be televised live, knowing that 
one stammer, one slur, is 
enough to yield alarmist head- 
lines and with them nervous- 


ness among international in- 
vestors and in the markets. 

Yet. although he survived 
unscathed, yesterday’s lack- 
lustre and robotic speech was 
far from triumphant, despite 
his daims that Russia is on 
course for its first growth since 
reforms began in 1992- Rather, 
il was a reminder that Boris 
Yeltsin is a faded figure, very 
different from the obsessive, 
flamboyant iconoclast and 
workaholic who ousted 
Mikhail Gorbachev in 1991. 

Moscow - a city which 
makes up for the lack of mean- 
ingful politics by ceaselessly 
speculating about who will be 
the country’s next all-powerful 
president - has long been 
debating the possibility that Mr 
Yeltsin will seek a third term. 

But it looks about as likely 
as Russia beating Australia at 
cricket. “I find it difficult to 
imagine Yeltsin running 
again.” said Dmitri Treniiu a 
leading political analyst, “Nor 
am I sure that the Russian vot- 
ers would allow him, to." 



Rles j an soldiers grouping 


Russia now appears to be 
used to the notion that Mr 
Yeltsin is not on his death-bed. 
despite the persistent scares 
about his health (although two 
ambulances accompanied him 
everywhere on his last foreign 
outing). Some observers still 
privately insist that he is bare- 


ly more alive than the em- 
balmed body of Lenin in Red 
Square, but most acknowledge 
that his doctors were probably 
telling the truth when they 
said his quintuple coronary 
bypass in 1996 was a success. 

The issue has shifted to 
more mundane territory. His is 


a gradual decline, compared 
with Brezhnevs later years. 
The difference is that Brezhnev 
presided over astatic stagnant 
system; Mr Yeltsin heads one 
in fast-fluctuating transition. 

Although relatively youth- 
ful by Western standards - he 
has just tinned 67 - Mr Yeltsin 


has long been an old man in 
Russian terms, having lived 
nin e years longer than the av- 
erage male. Power, politics 
and his own destructive per- 
sonality have weathered even 
thk tough Siberian. Every now 
and then, the world gets awk- 
ward and unhappy glimpses of 


the aging process, in Italy tot 
week, he became muddled 
when answering reporters 
questions and made a few mi- 
nor blunders of protocol. 

His occasional eccentric 
outbursts - for example, hjs 
daim in Rome that the UN 

Secretary-General, Kofi An- 



academy award nominations 


including 


Anthony Hopkins - Best Supporting Actor 


AMISTAt) PROVES ITSELF NOT TO BE 
THE SLAVE SEQUEL TO SCHINDLER S LIST, 
BUT SOMETHING ALTOGETHER 
MORE SURPRISING.” 

★ ★★★★ UNMISSABLE 
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Clinton 


to admit 


Lewinsky 


relations 


By John Cariin 

in V\feshington 
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AT CINEMAS EVERYWHERE FROM FEBR UARY 27 


. CriECK LOCAL SCOOT’" 
F.SES5 FOR 0800 
DETAILS 19219^ 


THE White House has admitted 
for the first time that President 
Clinton did have a relationship 
with Monica Lewinsky. 

Mike McCurry, the Presi- 
dent's chief spokesman, said 
that while the relationship may 
have been “simple” and “in- 
nocent” it had probably been 
“veiy complicated”. 

Mr McCuny added Lhat 
sooner or later Bill Clinton 
would have to provide a full 
account of what exactly had 
transpired between himself and 
the former White House intern, 
who allegedly told a friend on 
tape that she bad an affair 
with the President when she was 
21 . 

The President has denied 
having had an “improper” or 
“sexual" relationship with Ms 
Lewinsky but. in an interview 
published in yesterday's Chica- 
j go Tribune, Mr McCurry 
acknowledged that something 

had gone on. 

“Maybe there’ll be a simple, 
innocent explanation.” he said. 

“I don't think so, because I 
think we would have offered 
that up already.” 

Mr McCuny, who had pre- 
viously insisted that he was in 
the dark as to the details of the 
Lewinsky affair, said the Pres- 
ident had been hesitant to 
reveal more for fear of provid- 
ing his enemies with the 
opportunity to twist the truth. 

“We are not in a position to 
provide a full and complete 
account, so the art is to make 
sure everything we say is truth- 
ful and credible,” said Mr Mc- 
Curry. offering a glimpse of the 
calculated manipulation of pub- 
lic perceptions of which he has 
been a part. 

As for his own, personal, 
apparently less varnished view 
of what the truth might be, Mr 
McCuny said: “I think it’s go- 
ing to end up being a very com- 
plicated story, as most human 
relationships are. And I don’t 
think it’s going to be entirely 
easy to explain, maybe." 

Bui he did say that allega- 
tions that Mr Clhiton had sex 
in the Oval Office where “pret- 
ty implausible” because there 
was “so much traffic” in and out 
of the President's office. 

On the face of it, Mr Mc- 
Curry’s statements smack of 
treachery. His boss, backed up 
forcibly by Hillary Clinton, has 
flatly denied having had an 
affair with Ms Lewinsky. 

But now Mr McCurry, the 
President's hitherto loyal lieu- 
tenant, is openly venturing the 
view that the relationship may 
not haver been “innocent’’. 

He is also suggesting it may 
not be “entirely easy to explain" 
and, perhaps most damning of 
all instead of squarely endors- 
ing the President’s denial of a 
sexual relationship, Mr Mc- 
Curry is prepared to go no fur- 


ther than to say that the notion 
of illicit sex in the Oval Office 
is “pretty implausible” - a 
remark open, to the interpreta- 
tion that sex in some other 
White House chamber may 
have been less implausible. 

It could be that Mr McCur- 
ry, who wanted to leave the Pres- 
ident's employment a year ago 
but succumbed to pressure to 
stay on. is heartily fed up of en- 
during the daily indignity of re- 
sponding to reporters’ questions 
with evasions and half-truths. 

He may have seen the in- 
terview with the Chicago Tnbunt' 
as an opportunity pre-emptive- 
ly to distance himself from any 
unseemliness that might emerge 
once the troth about the Lewin- 
sky affair is finally known. 

An alternative explanation 



i 


Relationship: Bill Clinton 
and Monica Lewinsky 


might be that Mr McCuny's re- 
marks were artfully construct- 
ed in consultation with the 
President and his advisers, in 

which case the suggestion would - 
seem to be that Mr Clinton is 
seeking to prepare the public for 
revelations that in some way de- 
viate from the forceful denials 
he has issued so far. 

Whatever Mr McCurry’s 
agenda maybe, it does appear 
to anticipate the likelihood that 
Ms Lewinsky will be obliged to 
give her version of events 
before the Grand Jury soon, 
possibly this week. •_ - 
According to all the indica- 
tions so far, Ms Lewinsky will 
sooner or later reveal that the 
relationship with the President 
was far from innocent, and 
very complicated indeed- • 
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bugged' cricket 
stars find they’ve 
been caught out 
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Mary Braid 

in Johannesburg 

toP^tanim*k«^ OTnf 
reported to have been^lfl *?* 

fch ear ^ ureinSand ‘‘’"^°" 

^“^P'^IUhuX 

and destination of an annv of in- 
lemational tourists. 

Mnt 5 of key bowlers 

Mohammed Akram and Saqlain 

Mushtaq displaying their cm^and 

bruises were published in newv 
P ape ^ tbe naUonal hand-wring- 
I s The start of the 

Z C T^ Test serics between 
h . , an ^ Pakistan had to 
bedelayed because the Pakistanis 
did not have enough men to field 
a team. South African blushes 
could be seen in Karachi. 

But there an; now rumours that 
,l “ Pakistan, not South Africa, 
which should be embarrassed. 
For there are allegations that 
Akram and Mushtaq received 
their injuries in a fight at what is 
coyly referred to as a hivstess 
dub. International cricket officials 
are denying allegations that the 
two men in fact made up the mug- 
ging stoiy to save their blushes. 

South Africans, carrying the 
heavy burden of their country be- 
ing the international capital of a 


host of violent crimes can hardly 
stop sniggering. But even if it can 
^ P rovc d tbe players concocted 
the tale - and we may never 
know - the damage is done. The 
one day delay in the Test cost mil- 
lions of rands. The cost to tourism 
in South Africa may he much high- 
er. even if the story is disproved 
reports have already circled the 
^be^ further blackening South 
Africa’s law and order reputation. 

Yesterday, police said they 
were still trying to obtain state- 
ments from the men abciul (heir 
alleged assault by “black- men dri- 
ving a ‘•blue” car. The players were 
said to be under medication and 
unable to make a statement. The 
police have already said they can 
find no witnesses to the assault. 

Meanwhile, there are press 
reports of an affidavit from a dub 
hostess who says the cricketers 
were silting happily in the club at 
the time of the alleged attack, and 
that they got into a brawl later. 

South African police have 
launched themselves into solving 
the case with uncharacteristic 
vigour. This weekend the Pak- 
istani team, which has complained 
of poor security, is being offered 
bodyguards for its matches in Dur- 
ban. Whether that is to protect 
them from muggers or irate South 
African cricket fans is unclear. 



Saqlain Mushtaq: mugging injuries reportedly caused in fight Photograph: Allsport 


Japan at war on 

‘peace* clause 


By Richard Lloyd Parry 

in Tokyo 


on Constitution Day, newspa- 
pers compete to produce pro- 
posed revisions. a __ 

In a count™ where agreyde- 

meanour and Wand utterance Nine be fodowee ' “ ^ 
arc de rigueur among public ser- nght-wragera 
vants. Eisuke SakaJdbara has Iffion. Hus month Mr Satok 

tong been an exception: bril- ibara, 
liant, charming and articulate 
in Japanese and English, a bu- 

mifh ■* nrocn nf the hifl 


HI JUpUUWs^. HUM 

reaucrat with a grasp of the big 

picture and a reputation lor 

speaking his mind. 

As a vice-minister in the fi- 
nance ministry (MoF). he has 
been the choice of several 
prime ministers in sorting out 
tricky trade negotiations. His 
cogitations on postmodernism 
have been published in journals, 
and among currency traders he 
earned the nickname -Mr Yen 
for his ability to move the mar- 
kets with a carefully deployed 
remark. 

But he finds himself in hot 
water - not over the economy, 
or corruption scandals, but 
over Japan’s constitution. 

Drafted in 1945 by the US 
occupying forces led by Douglas 
MacArtbur, it is showing its age. 
Article Nine, the “peace” 
clause, vows that -land, sea and 
air forces, as well as other war 
potential, will never be main- 
tained. ” 

But in the the “Self-De- 
fence Forces’* Japan possesses 
one of the largest military ma- 
chines in the world. Every year. 


want, famed for 
outspokenness, pitched in. And 
then the trouble started. 

“It should be completely 
itdohe," he told Chuo Koronin 
magazine an interview pub- 
lished yesterday. “The consti- 
tution should be a document 
which resiliently changes with 
the time, and when you look at 
politics and the way the gov- 


been more outspoken than the 
average bureaucrat, though no 
one minded this when it 
peaked the markets in the right 
direction. 

But the timing of the re- 
marks is sensitive for two ma- 
sons. One is the scandal 
embroiling the MoF. a tale of 
corruption and collusion be- 
tween banks and their sup- 
posed watchdogs, and of 
bureaucrats selling favours for 
expensive meals in restaurants 
where the waitresses wear no 
knickers. 

The MoFs reputation has 

never been lower, and this is not 
. f/l A/sf 


politics and the way the gov- ^okesmen to get 

ernment works, the constitution a tune for i sp 
has to change or there’ll be uppity. 


something wrong. 

“The legislative body (of 
government) bas fundamen- 
tally lost its will to hammer out 
legislation. What it should be 
doing is rewriting the constitu- 
tion.” _ 

On the face of it, this all 
seems reasonable enough, but 
the reaction has been swift and 
cold. Members of the Social 
Democratic Party, guardians 
of the peace clause and mem- 
bers of the ruling coalition, 
denounced Mr SakaJdbara for 
“superseding the bounds of his 
brief”. The party’s leader. 


The second reason is the 
timing, a few days in advance 
of an anticipated second Gulf 

war. . . .. . 

The constitutions biggest 

test came in 1991, after the in- 
vasion of Kuwait, when Japan- 
ese politicians agonised for 
weeks over whether to send 
troops to the Gulf and ended 
up just sending a big cheque. 

When the US ambassador to 
the United Nations, Bill 
Richardson, came to Tbkyo 
seeking support against Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, the re- 
sponse. in traditional Japanese 


brieP. The party s leader, spouse. — --- 

Thkako Dol whom Japanese style, was measured, vague and 
call their “Iron Lady”, has said indecisive. • 

jl will summon him for a dress- Everything, in other words, 

ing-down. Mr SakaJdbara bas that Mr SakaJdbara is not. 


Anger over Belgian 
atrocities inquiry 


By Katherine Butter 

m Brussels 

FAMILIES of the victims of 
Belgium's child-sex and murder 
atrocities reacted angrily yes- 
terday to the report of a par- 
liamentary inquiry which 
dismisses claims that Marc 
Dutroux was shielded by cor- 
rupt police or politicians. 

The man now in jaO facing 
trial for running a paedophile 
ring which first abused, then 
murdered four young girls, 
took advantage instead - the re- 
port concludes - of a police and 
judicial system where incom- 
petence was endemic. 

Police behaved with “in- 
competence amateurism and 
negligence*’ said MPs whose in- 
quiry lasted over a year. The re- 
port condemns tbe “profound 
deficiencies” in the judicial and 
police system but says there is 
no evidence of a high-level 
cover-up or conspiracy. Dutroux 


docs not appear to have been 
at the centre of any network. 

But parents of some of the 
victims criticised tbe inquiry’s 
failure to point the finger of re- 
sponsibility at political leaders 
in a country where judicial ap- 
pointments are carved up along 
political lines. 

Pol Marcbai, whose daugh- 
ter An’s body was found buried 
in Dutroux *$ garden, said: 
“Nothing fundamental has 
changed. Once more the tradi- 
tional coalition parties ... have 
succeeded in protecting them- 
selves". 

For Gino Russo, whose 
eight-year-old daughter Melis- 
sa also died after months of 
abuse at the hands of Dutroux, 
the conclusions make no sense. 
Detectives searched his house 
three times when Melissa and 
her friend Julie Lejenne were 
still alive but although the of- 
ficers heard children's cries 
they found nothing. 


Freetown 
relief drive 

Nigcrian-lcd occupation 
forces in Sierra Leone 
pushed to open supply 
routes into Freetown, still 
reeling from the ousting of 
the military junta, while re- 
lief agencies prepared to re- 
ceive their first shipments of 
medicine and food. 

The Red Cross was com- 
piling a list of people most 
in need of assistance, in- 
cluding more than 1,000 
people left homeless in the 
fighting. — A/J Freetown 

Stubbed out 

A German woman who for 
30 years put up with fumes 
from at least 12 cigarette- 
puffing colleagues, won the 
right to work in a smoke- 
free office. The Federal 
Labour Court heard that 
when she complained of 
the smoke, she was told to 
sit near an open window. 

— Reuters, Kassel 


NEC RECALL NOTICE 


An important safety notice for owners 
of NEC rapid phone chargers. 

A potential technical fault has been identified in a batch of Potrans 
battery chargers which were produced on behalf of NEC as accessories 
for our G9 mobile phone. Under extreme circumstances, this fault could 
cause the battery charger to malfunction and overheat, leading to a 
potential safety risk. 

This potential problem only relates to one type of battery charger which 
can be identified by a silver label bearing model no. MRD-ADM-0004-C5 
(Made in China or Taiwan). P1©3S© note that the phones are 
not affected in any way. 
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As a precaution to safeguard our customers, we have deckled to with- 

draw these chargers ard replace them free of charge, tf you have one of 
these chargers, please take the following action:- 

- stoo using the cterger 

_ Call our customer careline for a free replacement charger 

ws Will despatch a new chafer to you within 24 hours, along with a pre- 
paid enwetopein which you should return your current charger. 

TO OBTAIN A FREE REPLACEMENT CHARGER CALL OUR 

CARELINE ON 0500 194 500 Between 7am -9pm 
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FACTORY 

PRICES 

DIRECT FROM PC WORLD! 

You can now get the latest 
technology at factory prices AND 
still get the very best in service. 

Try before you buy, take your 
new PC home today and get FREE 
on-site service too! 


Pentium ! I value as you ve 
never seen it before! 


Advent 


A Advent 

233MHz 

Intel Pentium II 

Processor 


• 32Mb SDRAM 

• 512k Cache 

• 5.2Gb UDMAHDD 

• 24 x Panasonic CD-ROM 

• Intel LX Motherboard 

• 15" Digital Monitor , • 

• 33.6Kbps Modem 

• 4Mb 3D AGP AH Rage 
Pro Graphics 

• 50W PMPO Speakers 

• MS Windows 95 plus 
Lotus Smartsuite, 
Incoming 3D, Compton 
Encyclopedia and more 

MODEL: 8300 


EX. 

VOT 


£999 

£1173.83 

Also available 
ADVENT 8330 
As above plus: 

• 64Mb SDRAM 

• 52Gb UDMAHDD 

£1099“ | £129133 


333MHZ 

Intel Pentium II 
Processor 


• 64Mb SDRAM 

• 512k Cache 

• 6.4Gb UDMA HDD 

• 24 x Panasonic CD-ROM 

• Intel LX Motherboard 

• 15" Digital Monitor 
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12/IRAQCRISIS 


A question of war: does the UN hold the key? 


THE following is a transcript of 
3 question-and-answei session 
between The Independent and 
a Foreign Office spokesman 
yesterday: 

The spokesman was asked 
whether ft was stilt the gov- 
ernment position, as stated 
^ Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary, in the House of 
Commons last week, that a 
United Nations Security 
Council Resolution would 
fae sought by the United 
Kingdom for a clear, unam- 
biguous endorsement of mik 
*tary action before such 
action was taken. 

Spokesman: "The position on 
legal justification is as follows: 
The first point to make is that 
any military action which might 
involve UK forces will be firm- 
ly based on international law. 
The Charter of the UN allows 
for the use of force under the 
authority of ihe Security Coun- 
cil." 

{He then put his answer 
into its known historical context 
saying:] “The Security Council 
resolution adopted before the 
Gulf conflict authorised the 
use of force in order to restore 
international peace and secu- 
rity in the region. 

“Iraq is in dear breach - UN 
Security Council membere are 
agreed upon this - in clear 
breach of Resolution 687. 
which fat'd down the condi- 
tions for the ceasefire at the end 
of the conflict, and those con- 
ditions included a requirement 
on Iraq to eliminate its weapons 
of mass destruction under in- 
ternational supervision." 

I After that historical paren- 
thesis the spokesman then re- 
lumed to the central question 
- the need for a new resolution, 
authorising the use of force 
now. saying:] “As for what we’re 
seeking at the Security Coun- 
cil, we're looking for the adop- 
tion in the Security Council of 
a resolution at an appropriate 
time. 

“Obviously, the timing is 
going to depend very much on 
what happens with Kofi An- 
nan's [the UN Secretary-Gen- 
eral] visit to Baghdad, if indeed 
it goes ahead, which is the as- 
sumption. 

“And we feel that il'sdesir- 


The Foreign Office is playing rt all by 
the book, Anthony Bevins is told 


able from every point of view [our 
itals] that the Security Council 
should give a firm and united 
signal [our itais] to Saddam of 
the unacceptability of Iraq’s 
conduct, its obstructionism, 
and that a Security Council Res- 
olution would be a good way of 
doing that. 

“So the Government's going 
to continue to act in accordance 
with international law, includ- 
ing the Charier of the UN. 

“But if military action is 
needed against Iraq, then the 
precise justification will de- 
pend on the circumstances of 
the time. 

“At the moment, the main 
game in town, the focus of the 
next few days is going to be Kofi 
Annan's visit to Baghdad. That 
is as full an answer as I can give. 
I think." 

Question: But it doesn’t 
quite answer the question 
that Mr Cook answered in 
the House [on IQ February, 
Hansard, col 149]. Tam Da- 
lye! ! asked: Does the House 
have the dear, unambiguous 
undertaking that, before mil- 
itary action is taken, we will 
return to the Security Coun- 
cil of the United Nations for 
its dear, unambiguous en- 
dorsement of that military 
action? 

To which Mr Cook 
replied: A large number of 
diplomats in the Foreign 
Office have been working to- 
wards precisely that objective 
[our itais] for several days. 
We hope to table that [our 
itais] resolution in New 
York this week and 1 hope 
that the resolution will gain 
the support of the Security 
Council, so certainly I give 
[Mr Dai yell] that assurance 
[our itais]. 

Spokesman: “Well, far be it 
from me to unsay anything Mr 
Cook has said I have given you 
as dear an explanation as I can, 
as I understand it, from the le- 
gal point of view. 

Question: But are you saying 
we have legal backing for the 


use of force without a new 
resolution? 

Spokesman: “What I am saying 
is that Iraq is in breach. It is de- 
sirable to have a further Secu- 
rity Council resolution, which 
is why we're working towards 
that end.” 

Question: Desirable, but not 
necessary? 

Spokesman: “I choose my 
words.” 

Question: Can 1 take it, 
therefore, that you are 
choosing your words from a 
script? 

Spokesman: “I think you can 
take that” 

Question: Can I ask who I 
need to speak to, to under- 
stand why the Foreign Office 
is not going as for as the For- 
eign Secretary? 

Spokesman: “Of course we 
should go as far as the For- 
eign Secretary. We very often 
cite chapter and verse of 
what the Foreign Secretary 
has said." 

Question: But not on this oc- 
casion? 

Spokesman: “Well, I have just 
said 1 am not going to unsay 
anything the Foreign Secre- 
tary has said.” 

Question: All right, but 
would you go so for as to say, 
to repeat the words the For- 
eign Secretary used? 

Spokesman: “Yes. I am giving 
you a gloss, an explanation of 
the Security Council resolu- 
tion.” 

Question: Does that mean 
we could not take action 
without a further resolu- 
tion of the Security Coun- 
cil? 

Spokesman: “I have told you as 
much as I am going to tell you." 



Line up: An instr u ctor trains student volunteers at a Baghdad college yesterday Iraq is preparing civilian defence corps in case of attack Photograph: Ratters 

Resolutions provide support for hawks and doves 


THE US and Britain believe 
that existing United Nations de- 
cisions give them the right to at- 
tack Iraq whether Kofi Annan, 
the UN Secretary-General, 
goes there or not. 

As usual, the lan guage is im- 
precise. UN Resolution 678 of 
29 November 1990, for in- 
stance, which supplied the 
green light for Operation 
Desert Storm, did not mention 
air strikes or invasion, nor even 
the word “force”. But it hand- 
ed the coalition the right to em- 
ploy “all necessary means" to 
evict Iraq from Kuwait, and “re- 
store international peace and 
stability in the area". The point 
was lost on no one. 

Resolution 687 of 3 April 
1991 is the formal ceasefire 


agreement ending the Gulf 
War. It created Unsown, the 
weapons inspection body at 
the centre of the dispute, and 
demands Iraq “unconditionally 
accept the destruction, removal 
and rendering harmless, under 
international supervision, of 
all chemical and biological 
weapons". It makes compli- 
ance a pre-condition for lifting 
the sanctions which have crip- 
pled Iraq's economy. 

But the crucial passage is the 
elliptically phrased paragraph 
34, committing the UN to take 
“such further steps as may be 
required" to implement the 
resolution, and “to secure 
peace and security in the area”. 
Those who favour mflitaiy ac- 
tion now insist that is ail the le- 


gal green light they need. The 
allied coalition against Sad- 
dam Hussein is of course a 
shadow of its former self, re- 
duced to tittle more than 
Britain and the United States, 
. with the tacit backing of the 
smaller Gulf States and the dis- 
tinctly uneasy blessing of most 
of the traditional European 
allies. But most important for 
Washington, the formulaic au- 
thorisations of 1990 and 1991 
are intact - which explains why 
US has been so uneasy about 
going bade to the UN at all. 

At best (as it has in fact hap- 
pened), protracted delibera- 
tions in New Yoricwould merely 
advertise differences among 
the P-5 — the five permanent, 
veto-wielding, members of the 


Security Council. At worst, the 
US and Britain might have 
found themselves in the position 
of vetoing a majority resolution 
which would have diluted Res- 
olution 6S7 (and, they would ar- 
gue, Resolution 678 before 
thatj - or of sponsoring a mo- 
tion renewing the right to use 
force, only to see it rejected by 
other P-5 members. Not exact- 
ly a resounding international 
mandate for a savage aerial 
bombardment of Iraqi targets. 

Indeed, the categoric joint 
rejection of the use of force yes- 
terday by Russia and China, in 
favour of a political solution that 
would dear the way to a lifting 
of the oil embargo and other 
sanctions against Iraq, leaves 
scant doubt of what would have 


occurred Thus, assuming he 
does go to Baghdad, Mr Annan 
will bring no more than the 
“common advice" of the P-5 - 
a mandate perhaps, but some- 
thing short of a UN resolution. 

Bui advocates of an attack 
claim that having flouted 6S7s 
requirements, Iraq has breached 
the ceasefire terms and thus re- 
turned itself to a state of war with 
the allies. And if the UN does 
not act to enforce its resolutions, 
argues Sir Robin Renwick, the 
former British Ambassador to 
Washington, itmjght as well pull 
out of the resolutions business 
altogether. To which, of course, 
critics would reply: if Iraq, then 
why not Israel? But that is an- 
other story. 

— Rupert ComwdJ 
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Bahrain joins 

league against 
military strikes 

D 


By fcmiond Whitaker 

in City 

BAHRAIN, the base for US 
Nayy varships which would 

debver he bulk of any armed 

SSSi*£ ,na Ira 9- yesierdav 
jorned tie growing number of 

Gulf staes expressing strong 
opposuiot to military action to 
solve the 'risLs. 

“The fist priority should be 
given to tfc diplomatic effort 
and a peactfol solution to the 
crisis, no muter what it lakes, 
because wefear the other al- 
ternative in his confrontation 
will be no les lhan a catastro- 
phe to this egion, the Arab 
world and tie Middle East." 
said Bahrain*. Crown Prince. 
Sheikh Hamai al-Khalifa. The 
dangerous coisequences of a 
military showdiwn “could noi 
be accepted or the Gulf, re- 
gional or intenutional levels”. 

While the Gtifs oil monar- 
chies have no desre to see Sad- 
dam Hussein holding weapons 
of mass destruction, they fear 
the unpredictable conse- 
quences of a military campaign 
the objectives of waich are less 
clear cut and muck harder to 
achieve lhan in 1)91. Apart 
from the possibility of retalia- 
tion by Iraq. Sheikh Khalifa’s 
comments reflect their con- 


cern that successful military 
action against President Sad- 
dam could simply increase the 
dangers they face. Seven years 
ago, the Western allies disenv- 
cred that near-unanimous sup- 
port in the Arab world for the 
removal of Iraqi forces from 
Kuwait quickly evaporated 
when it came to ousting the 
Iraqi leader himself. 

Even if he were to be sig- 
nificantly weakened, the Sun- 
ni Muslim states of the Gulf 
believe, it could lead to the 
break-up of Iraq, creating an 
unstable Shia Muslim entity on 
their borders which would in- 
evitably look towards Iran. 
“Iraq, the most secular state in 
the Arab world, is regarded as 
virgin territory by Islamic ex- 
tremists.** said a Kuwaiti ana- 
lyst. “Sunni and Shia elements 
are vying for position in the 
power vacuum which would 
resulL if Saddam departs.” 
Some of that unease was re- 
flected by Sheikh Khalifa, who 
&aid yesterday: “Mo Arab would 
accept a military strike against 
another Arab country ... if it is 
not itself the aggressor _ as hap- 
pened in the 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. The current situation 
between Iraq and the United 
Nations is different to that.” 
Bahrain was following oth- 


er Gulf monarchies, such as the 
United Arab Emirates, in open- 
ly trying Lo slow the increasing 
momentum towards military 
action. On Monday, the UAE 
cabinet said it “rejected the use 
of force against Iraq and de- 
manded a solution to the crisis 
by peaceful means". Qatar's for- 
eign minister. Sheikh Hamad al- 

Thani. was due to return 
yesterday from a meeting with 
President Saddam in Baghdad. 
He is the most senior Gulf rep- 
resentative to go to Iraq since 
the Gulf War. 

Even Saudi Arabia, which 
suffered missile attacks and a 
Iraqi troop incursion in 1991, 
has refused to allow US forces 
lo use its buses, and King Rihd 
has referred specifically lo Iraq's 
“territorial integrity'*. He called 
for diplomacy to be exhausted 
to bring the crisis over weapons 
inspections to an end. 

Kuwait, where 6,000 US 
ground troops arc stau'oned 
and another six Stealth fighter- 
bombers are on the way. has 
avoided public comment on the 
lack of support in the Gulf Co- 
operation Council for a mil i l ary 
solution. Last week, it hosted a 
meeting of GCC foreign minis- 
ters which stressed that no mem- 
ber of the organisation would 
itself take pan in any attacks. 
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Hamas puts 
Israel on 
notice of 
revenge 

By Eric Silver 

ri Jerusalem ........... 

^-Sssssts 

gSSSPZSZ** 

WC ^e will answer this in our special way 

by hitting the Zionist beaitiax^ and^te mon- 
sLis entity. We consider this^oUM- 

ation of our holy struggle against the 

Zi0 ^ e S”kflled dozens of Isbell 
civilians in suicide 

two years. In the most recent of these, -I 

' died in a Jerusalem market and a shopping 

centre last August and September. 

Since then, Israeli and 
ritv services have weakened Hamas by 
slLhing key Wart Bankcdk Israel bstn#t 
dismissed the threat as “bombastic fhetonc - 
Israeli spokesmen do not imderestimaiethe 
group'srapadty to strike agaiabutque^OT 
whether it needs the pretext of Saddam Hus- 

56 Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, Hamas’s 
and spiritual mentor, said yesterday: “Peo- 
ple have feelings, and the Pales tinian a nd 

Arab people are boiling at what is happening 

in Iraq. It would be natural if there were a 
suitable reaction to US injustice. 

He urged Arabs to boycott American 
goods. “If we can’t fight them miblarily. 
he said, “let’s fight them economically. 


Protect and survive: An Israeli soldier helps with a gas mask at a distribution centre yesterday Photograph: AP 

Chances of peaceful solution rests on UN offer to Iraq 


By Rupert Cornwell 

and John Carlin in VNfcshmgron 

The chances of a diplomatic solution to the 
Iraq crisis were hanging last night by the 
thread of a visit to Baghdad by the Unit- 
i ed Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, 
1 carrying an agreed joint offer from the five 
1 permanent members of the Security Coun- 
cil. 

I As yet more United States weaponry 
Imoved to the Gulf. President Jacques 
Chirac of France warned the visiting Iraqi 


Foreign Minister, Mohammed Saeed ai- 
Sahhaf, in Paris that 'Time was running out” 
for a diplomatic solution, and that his coun- 
try faced “extremely serious risks” if it con- 
tinued to bar its so-called “presidential 
sites" from inspection by Unscom ex- 
perts. 

But there were signs that Iraq might just 
be edging towards a climbdown, and the 
outlines of a diplomatic solution that 
might be acceptable even to Britain and 
the US, the two hawks on the Security 
Council, were beginning to emerge. 


This could be in the form of an ‘Un- 
scom-plus’. providing unfettered access for 
a UN inspectors team accompanied by 
diplomats or other officials. 

Elaboration of a proposal along these 
lines was the prime task of a further ses- 
sion in New York Iasi night between Mr 
Annan and representatives of the “P-5.” 
British officials hinted that a deal was 
“very close." But whether the arrangement 
would satisfy Washington’s insistence on 
the “integrity of the Unscom" mission re- 
mained to be seen. Unscom. said the US 


.Ambassador to the UN. Bill Richardson, 
“must be the key; it must run everything." 
And in a televised ad dress broadcast live 
from the pentagon. President Clinton was 
as resolute as ever. In his toughest warn- 
ing yet lo Saddam Hussein, he declared his 
determination “to do the right thing” for 
future generations in the event of diplo- 
macy, his preferred option “by far" failing 
to deliver a solution. 

“If wc fail to respond today, Saddam and 
all those who would follow in his footsteps 
will be emboldened tomorrow by the 


knowledge that he can act with impunity, 
even in the face of a clear message from 
the United Nations Security Council and 
clear evidence of weapons of mass de- 
struction," the President said. 

He also issued a veiled warning to mr 
Annan. “To be a genuine solution, and not 
simply one that glosses over the remain- 
ing problem, a diplomatic solution must in- 
clude or meet a clear, immutable, 
reasonable, simple standard. 

“Iraq must agree and soon, to free, full 
unfettered acoess to these sites anywhere 


in the country,” the President said noting 
that those were the terms Saddam agreed 
with the UN at the end of the Gulf War- 
“If he accepts them, force will not be nec- 
essary. 

“If he refuses to, or continues to evade 
his obligations through more tactics of de- 
lay and deception, he and he alone will be 
to blame for the consequences." 

Now all eyes are on Mr Annan. He will 
announce today whether be will go to Bagh- 
dad, as everyone (except perhaps the 
Americans) seems to wish. 
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Ian Rickson prepares to step up in the world Photos: Peter Payne/Geraint Lewis 
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Upstairs, downstairs 


Whatever you do, don’t 
ask Ian Rickson if Stephen 
Daidry’s is a hard act to 
follow. Sarah Hemming 
meets the new man in 
charge at the Royal Court 


When the Royal Court announced last 
August that lan Rickson was to be its new 
artistic director, a ripple of polite surprise 
ran round the arts media pond One of 
the most significant jobs in English 
theatre had been given to a director who 
was "unknown” or “little-known", de- 
pending on which paper you read. Rick- 
son now responds to the description 
with a phlegmatic shrug. .“It's far more 
interesting for the papers to say ‘Man on 
Street Given Job 1 than ‘Safe Internal Ap- 
pointment*," he says, good-naturedly. 

In fact, to regulars at the theatre, his 
work and name were anything bat un- 
known. As an associate director to 
Stephen DaJcby, he helped to navigate the 
Court’s passage through the past five 
years, surely one of the most exciting pe- 
riods of the theatre’s history. He staged 
some of the critical new plays, most sig- 
nificantly Jez Butterworth’s Mojo, which 
he read, seized upon and steered straight 
on to the main stage -a daring manoeuvre 
with a ddbut script. His most recent pro- 
duction is The West \ Conor McPherson’s 
award-winning piece, which is about to 
reopen on the larger stage. His instinct 
and passion for new writing is as evident 
as his pride in the theatre he works for. 

“I think that, where the Court is, that’s 
where playwriting is in the country,” be 
says. “When I arrived. Lhere’d been six 
new plays downstairs, the theatre upstairs 
had been shut, and playwriting was in a 
rather depressing position in the culture. 
The energy was with classics and direc- 
tors as auteurs. And I think that, as the 
Court has altered, playwriting has moved 
into a position of centrality in the culture. 
What I'm hoping is that we've really won 
ourselves a mandate for consolidation." 

Though his statements can sound a 
touch New Labour, Rickson is a warm and 
instantly likeable person. He is not in the 
teast pompous or affected, and be ad- 
dresses questions with genuine concen- 
tration. His style is courteous but informal 
- he conducts the interview curled up on 
a sofa in his stockinged fleet - and he dicks 
bis fingers impatient^ when searching for 
a point 

But while he is approachable and dis- 
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sushi - with chopsticks - with uncanny 
dexterity. 

He will need all his energy and de- 
termination when he takes over his new 
job in April. His pronouncements about 
the Court’s role might sound grand, but 
they are largely true. The wave of youn g 
writing that has poured out of the theatre 
during Dal dry’s leadership has brought 
a fizz and excitement to new drama, re- 
asserting its relevance. 

The theatre’s temporary exile in the 
West End, while its Sloane Square build- 
ing is refurbished, has lent a buzz to the 
area. The theatre has worked hard and 
is riding high- But this is a precarious po- 
sition. The very essence of its success lies 
in unpredictability. If audi- 
ences start to know what to 
expect, the theatre's pro- 
gramme could soon seem as 
stale as a season of boulevard 
comedies. The impetus, 

Rickson agrees, could vanish 
in a moment But he adds, 

“the thing about waves is 
there is always another one 
coming. You’ve got to be 
clever enough to work out 
what it is." 

So what of the next wave? 

Can we expect more of the 
youthful anger that has 
surged through the most re- 
cent one? Rickson, pointing 
out that what fuels such 
anger is a deep-felt compas- 
sion, maintains that the 
Court has “a duly" to present 
that work. The Bfeir, howev- 
er, has proved a complete 
contrast: a haunting and pro- 
foundly moving piece about 
loss, set in an Irish pnb. 

Rickson admits it was a re- 
lief not to call in the fight di- 
rector for once. “In The Weir 
the most angry moment is a * 

slight argument which is very 

quickly hushed up with a 
handshake," he says, laugh- 
ing. “It’s so hard to be general about 
movements... but I think there is a more 
personal, even spiritual, strain coming 
through now, which is perhaps part of the 
seeking time we’re firing in. You do want 
to work against preconceptions all the 
time. The trick is always to be as re- 
sponsive as possible ” 

He is mindful, however, of the dangers 
of being overly seduced by the new. part 
of his brief, he feels, is to keep faith with 
existing writers and provide continuity and 
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downstairs" . 

The challenge doesn’t end with the 
programming, however. Rickson has to 
step into the shoes of the charismatic 
Stephen Da! dry, whose charm alone has 
been the subject of an entire newspaper 
feature. It must be rather like coming up 
behind an older brother who was captain 
of the rugby team. Is Daldry a hard act 
to follow? 

“In the first interview I did I might 
have said something like that,” says 
Rickson, sounding just slightly defensive. 



ing of being taken tntoai^ 

When be is ^ 

takes his cast mtoenother wc* 

ing on field trips. 

is more fnn with P 1 ^ 

(oi The War, he got the cast w 

drinking the 

is consumed in the play; fo r 
Pale Horse , however, he had ttten 

m X% approach is very 

Conor McPherson, author of p 
“He wants the playwright preif* 

ditions and a cast vopwiugc 
on well. So the afosphere 

is very good in f&eaisals, 

and the actors a/vays look 
comfortable on s»ge. I think 
he’s a very secuff “ 

himself, so he's fot afraid to 
let things go. Hep a brave di- 
rector, too. HeJbrought out 
a tenderness irfmy play that 
I would have feen too em- 
barrassed to Joint out, « 1 
bad directed 

Rickson 's ability to put 
one at ease are his infectious 
passion for/the work will 


For Conor McPherson’s ‘The Weir*, 
Rickson got his cast to practise 
drinking the exact amount of alcohol 
that is consumed in the piay; for joe 
PenhalPs ‘Pale Horse*, however, he had 
them visit a morgue 
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“It’s become something of a ctichd and 
something I wish I'd never said. You want 
things to be a hard act to follow because 
that makes it much harder. It would be 
much easier to take over something that 
was really rundown and spruce it up." 

Rickson’s strongest card when he ap- 
plied for the job was his track record on 
stage. He seems to have a rare affinity 
with new writing and a talent for work- 
ing with it, Every production of his has 
a different feel to it; you can seldom see 


him in good 
lie director. But 
■ns the personal 
ienced by many 
that running a 
steal creative en~ 
n is determined 
n’t happen to him 
ie fact that he has 
other £4m to com- 
theatre’s refur- 
and oversee a 
ition back, to 
Sloane Square. 

“1 really want to protect 

the purely creative side of the 

job - being in rehearsal and 
working with playwrights - 
because that’s whai it's abou;." he says. 
“But actually, running a building is a very 
creative thing. If you are in rehearsals, 
that is the bottom line of whal the 
theatre is about And bringing that en- 
ergy into discussions about toilet-roll- 
holders is thoroughly appropriate ” 

‘The Wet' previews from today and opens 
on Monday at the Royal Court Downstairs, 
Duke of York’s, London WC2 (0171-565 
5000) 


THE INDEPENDENT 
INDEg^DENT 

£10 Conran lunch 

The Independent and Independent on Sunday in association with Terence Conran are 
delighted to offer readers the opportunity to enjoy lunch or early evening supper at 
six of London's top restaurants throughout February for £10 


Until Saturday February 28th, the following establishments are offering readers a 
two course lunch or early evening supper for just £10 per person. 

How to Book 

To participate in the offer simply collect one token (tokens will be printed every day until Sat- 
urday February 28th) and then telephone the restaurant of your choice quoting yourself as an 
Independent diner. On your arrival at the restaurant you should present your token In order 
to qualify for the offer. Each token is valid for a complete table booking. The tokens will be 
valid for one week only, and will be dated accordingly. To continue to participate in the offer, 
simply collect a token from the week in which you wish to dine. Pre-booking is essential and 

all bookings are subject to availability. 


A special discount is available on selected items in the Bluebird and Le Pont de la Tour shops 

on presentation of the token. 
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BLUEBIRD QUACUNO'S BAR*GRILL 




Blue Print Cafe 
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between Saturday February 


K*h and Friday February 2Dth 
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The Independent offer is available at the 
following restaurants: 

Bluebird 350 King's Ftoad. London. SW3 5UU 
0171 559 1000 . 

Lunch I2noon - 3pm, early evening supper 6pm - 7pm 

Blue Print Cafe The Design Museum, 28 Shad Thames, London. SE1 
2YE 

0171 378 7031 

Lunch 12noon - 3pm, early evening supper 6pm -7pm* 

Le Pont de la Tour Bar & Grill 36d Shad Thames. London. SE1 2YE 
0171 -403 8403 

Lunch !2noon - 3pm, early evening supper 6pm -7pm 

Mezzo 100 W&rdour Street, London. W/V 3LE 
0171 3144000 

Lunch l2rtoon - 3pm. early evening supper 6pm - 7pm 
dosed Saturday lunchtime, open Sunday 12pm - 4pm 

Quaglino's 16 Bury Street St James's, London. SWIY 6AL 
0171 930 6767 

Lunch 12 noon - 3pm, early evening supper 5.30pm - 630pm 

Zinc Bar & Grill 21 Heddon Street London, W JR 7LF 
0171 255 8899 

The special 3 course menu is available between !2noon and 7pm 
between Monday and Wednesday the offer is extended until 1 1 pm* 

The offer is available 7 days a week at all six restaurants 
•Cteed from Afffi on Sunday Offer not awafeWe after 6pm on Febn»i> 14 


So foul and fair a play I have not seen 


Sue Wilson 

watches the 
'Scottish Play’ 
come home and 
Heiner Muller flirt 
with Laclos 


Opening the Glasgow Citizens 
Theatre’s new staging of the 
already superstition-fraught 
“Scottish Play" on Friday the 
13th must have cranked up the 
first-night nerves by several ex- 
tra notches, but director Robert 
David MacDonald and his cast 
made It through with no unto- 
ward upsets - although, equal- 
ly, there was little else about this 
main-house production to lodge 
it long-term in the memory. 

Apart, that is, from its re- 
markable economy. Shake- 
speare's 30 roles have been 
boiled down for just 10 actors, 
with many minor characters 
excised and other bit-parts can- 
oily doubled up, while the run- 
ning-time has teen pruned to an 
interval-free 100 minutes. 

Kenny Miller’s design, it’s 
true, sets off the drama in char- 
acteristically arresting style. 
Starkly elegant yet vividly at- 
mospheric, it combines Gothic 
with futuristic touches to create 
an effectively out-of-time feel, 
its three long stairways framing 
reflective or translucent silver 
badcdrops,artfuify|ria}^Lipon 

by Paul Soriey’s lighting. De- 
spite -or at points, perhaps, be- 
cause of - its bold brevity, 
however, the action unfolding 
within the set never seems to 
find its flow, with many of the 
cast seemingly struggling for a 
consistent handle on Shake- 
speare's rhythms. Some se- 
quences seem over-hurried and 
under-expressed, while others 
are interrupted by long, awk- 
ward pauses, interjected as if to 
prove that there’s no real rush, 

MacDonald's male witches 
prove a smart device,- though 
their formal diction and air of 
detached hauteur leach some of 


the desired necromantic po- 
tency from their appearances. 
Cross-casting, however, high- 
lights the sexual ambivalence 
suggested by Shakespeare’s ref- 
erence to “beards", as well as 
enabling the three actors to 
reappear in many of the sup- 
porting roles, cleverly blurring 
still further the play's divide, or 
overlap, between foul and fair. 

The production’s central 
weakness, though, lies with its 
central player. Gerard Mur- 
phy falls gamely but ineffectu- 
ally between the two main 
stools presented by Macbeth’s 
character neither is he force- 
ful or charismatic enough for an 
anti-hero, nor is he the small 
man overwhelmed by events 
and a domineering wife. Not 
that Anne Myatt’s witebiiy 
voluptuous Lady Macbeth lacks 
authority, but she does lack a 
dearly defined foil or focus for 
her efforts. 

Elsewhere, “sturdily profi- 
cient" best sums up most of the 
performances; faint praise 
which reflects a prevailing hazi- 
ness of characterisation and 
contrast - Stuart Bowman’s 
Macduff being an honourable 
exception - and an overall 
dearth of synergy about the en- 
semble work. And maybe it's a 
petty-minded quibble, but in a 
Scottish production of the Scot- 


tish play, surely one might hope 
to find more than one Scottish 
accent? 

Upstairs in the Circle Studio, 
meanwhile, something com- 
pletely, bewilderingty - yet 
somehow compellingly - dif- 
ferent is unfolding; although, if 
pushed, one could possibly draw 
some intriguing parallels be- 
tween Shakespeare’s - and 
Heiner Muller's respective mi- 
lieux of cancerous malevolence, 
desperate power-games and 
violent social disintegration. 

A howling air-raid siren pre- 
cedes the opening blackout man 
empty, b are-floored space 
illuminated by 300-odd naked 
light-bulbs studding the ceiling. 
In the darkness, there’s an ex- 
plosion, then the lights come up 
on the fallen, dust-smattered 
figures of a man and a woman. 
They are, it transpires, the Mar- 
quise de Merteufl and her erst- 
while lover Valmont, the chief 
characters from Lad os's Les 
Liaisons Da^ereuas, transposed 
to some nud-apocalyptk ne’er 
world where time is punctuated 
by further explosions, bells ring- 
ing to signal mealtimes, and 
sundry other seemingly mean- 
ingless, but inflexible, rules and 
rituals. Once again the pair are 
locked in a vicious, vitriolic bat- 
tle for supremacy or submission 
- though who wants which re- 


mains teasingly ambiguous 

It’s a frequently bafflin, 
piece, Muller’s spikfly aphoris- 
tic dialogue rarely deigning t> 
link itself into anything resem- 
bling narrative, though the e-. 
sential themes of sex, dean, 
mortality, (a)morality, and tie 
attempt to find liberation by em- 
bracing decadence and cornn- 
tion all surface vividly enoujb. 
Quite why the Marquise, hcv- 
ever, starts omitting all IheLs 
from her words during he 
play’s middle section is jist 
one of a good many mysteses, 
given the scarcity of reference 
to any present external world. 

The sheer intensity, thoagh, 
of Andrea Hart's and Geirard 
McArthur's perform aices, 

combined with tiemeoious 
vocal and physical discipline, 
co mman ds the attention 'even, 
when you don’t have a - clue' 
what’s going on. Each sttSresa 
beautifully counterpoint^® bal- 
ance between the maiihered 
and the manic, formality, ajod an- 
imal ferocity; Hart all bfittie# 
up, spilling over fifty and 
seething lust; McArthur quieter, 
more urbane, but hnkjvestioa- 
ably just as poisonous. Rarefy 
will you witness two Such com- 
plete, contronedperformances. 

In rep to 7 Marclt Glasgpw 
Citizens Thearrv ( 0141 429 0022 ) . 
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She s all right, Jack 

0Ut haSS,e ‘ free topping at the high 
'g thing. Photography by Sheridan Morley 


One of the decade's biggest re- 
tail gambles is about to begin: 
next week a new chain of 
women’s fashion stores will 
launch into the fiercely com- 
petitive quality end of the high 
street But unlike Jigsaw, which 
opened one store in Hampstead 
when it launched in 1972 and 
then grew gradually. Jack will 
arrive with a bang. Twelve 

stores by the endofl998,and 
35 by 2000. 

Simon Green, its founder 
and creative director, says Jack 
is a concept shop for confident 
women who know what thev 
want from clothes and fashion, 
and who don't need to be dic- 
tated to from above. He calls 
it ‘‘anti-pigeonholing” and says 
it is about attitude rather than 
age, income, or any other de- 
mographic statistic. 

Their customer fa thirty- 
something career woman with 
Children), on the other hand, 
will probably quite like Jack 
because both the clothes and the 
shops are approachable. “Anti- 
pigeonholing?'’ I don't think so. 

Jack has been put Logether 
by marketing men who have sat 
down at a table and decided 
what busy British women want 
from clothes and shopping at 
the end of the 20th century. 
They propose that we want 
modernity, with ready-made, 
weU-designed clothing solu- 
tions all wrapped up in 
futuristic architecture and 
suede padded walls designed by 
Wallpaper * favourites Soft- 
room. And a clothes vending 
machine from Japan which 
(when it arrives) will dispense 
£acuum -packed T-shirts and 
undies outside each shop after 
hours at the touch of a button. 

Jack's woman already shops 
at Jigsaw, Whistles and Nicole 
Farhi. So how will they tempt 
her away? Green sees it as an 
intellectual challenge. “People 
are nervous of new brands, it 
won’t be easy, but we see the 
potential” he says. The clothes 
are certainly unfussy, stylish, 
safe and very wearable, and 
nothing costs more than £250. 
Indeed the collection is care- 
fully worked out to have a 
place in the wardrobe of today's 
“I’ve worked out what suits 
me". Nineties woman/capsule 
dresser, and there will be new 
clothes in store every week to 
stop her getting bored. 

^ Trousers and suiting are 
bailable in the nation's 
favourite hues: black, cocoa, 
navy, stone and taupe, with pin- 
stripe optional. Their merino, 
cotton and wool knits in soft 
shades of raspberry, slate, moss 
and more taupe come in every 
conceivable shape, and are ex- 
cellent for now. They will be 
popular with women who love 
the styling of TSE Cashmere 
but can’t afford iL Their slim- 
fit shirts will attract Helmut 
Lang fans in the same way. 
Skirts too are available in every 
colour and length, and it all 

r rks together. 

“It is a very ambitious pro- 
ject, sometimes I would think, 
‘I must be mad,’" says Green, 
who comes from a middle- 
market fashion background 
and has worked with Fenwicks 
and House of Fraser. Eventu- 
ally support came from Rodney 

East, Etam’s ex-managing di- 
rector, who came out of re- 
tirement to become chief 
executive of Jack. As a team 
Green and East know the psy- 
chology of the high street like 
the proverbial back of the hand. 

.. .i oicrtit itl- 
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vestors who raised the finance. 

Despite its obvious middle- 
of-the-road approach, and the 
fact that the clothes only go up 
to a size 14, Jack does have 
some new ideas. There will 
only be a few so-called “must- 
have" fashion items on sale. 
“We know pink will only seD for 
a week, we won’t be going to 
town on it," he says of this 
spring’s hottest colour. In place 
of pink thing s and their Ok, 
there will be limited edition car- 
rier bags and glossy coffee- 
table brochures to take away 
which will promote their Best 
of British ideal - Just as the 
name, with its connotations of 
the Union Jack, does. 

Fashion fans will also ap- 
prove of the clothing labels 
which will identify when the 
clothing was bought with details 
such as “Jack s/s [spring/sum- 
mer] 9S" displayed. Also sure 
to catch on at other shops are 
the no-hassle assistants with Po- 
laroid cameras who, instead of 


saying “miniskirts are really in 
this season, you’ll get lots of 
wear out of iu" will take a quick 
photograph of an item for the 
uncertain shopper to peruse at 
home instead. 

The Egan Mclia designed 
adverts for Jack in the March 
issues of I'ogue, EUe and Marie 
Claire are aimed to intrigue, 
annoy, and be remembered. 
People are asking. “What is 
Jack?" and though it is hard to 
tell just what the adverts are 
about (a shop? a person? a 
hoax?) this was precisely their 
poinL You'll have to decide for 
yourself. 

The first Jack opens on March 1 
at Unit 60, Royal Station Con- 
course, Windsor, and on 7 March 
at 24 High Street, Mario w. In 
mid-March two stores open m 
London, at 192 West bourne 
Grove, London Wll and 110 
Marylebone High Street, London 
Wl. These dates are subject to 
slight change. 
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Stylist: Sophia Neophitou 
Hair and make-up: Fiona Moore for 
Jo Hansford using Aveda 
Model: Camilla at Storm 

Clockwise from above: Navy slash neck 
cotton rib jumper, £70; navy split 
miniskirt, £60; navy knee-high socks, £6, 
by Hue, available from department stores 
nationwide; black shoes, £45, from Clarks, 
Regent Street, London Wl and stores 
nationwide, inquiries 0990-785 886. 


Ceramic cotton beige shirt, £50. 

White short-sleeved cotton polo neck, 
£40; jeans, £65. 

Lime green short-sleeved shirt, £45; lime 
green cotton knit cardigan, £80. 


All clothes by Jack. 

For further information, call 0171-585 3321 



OUT OF 
THE CLOSET 

Wayne Hemingway 



In the first of a new series on fash- 
ion celebrities wardrobe secrets, 
Wayne Hemingway of Red or Dead 
feme talks to Holly Davies about his 
closet secrets and admits to being 
a complete clothes junkie, having 
never thrown a piece of clothing 
away in his life. 


Veter woouy jumper. * 

it wnen i a teenager from a jumble sale 
19 years ago. I first wore it when I was a stu- 
dent in London and I thought then it looked 
a bit erungy and a bit funny. My wife hides 
it now. I haven’t worn it for about three years 
but discovered it tucked up in the back of my 
wardrobe three weeks a&x It’s like an old xom- 
fort blanket, it’s shrunken and got boles in 

it I still wear it because it appeals to my sense 

of irony. A 37-year-old in a Blue Peter jirnper 
1 thinkis completely sad but brilliant! 


Hot thing: 

the 504 ‘Jackie Brown' hat by Kongo/ 



Forget Samuel L Jackson and 
Robert de Niro. The biggest star 
of Thrantino’s new movie Jackie 
Brown is KangoL Barely a frame 
goes by without Cumbria’s 
finest export - complete with 
kangaroo logo - being flashed 
on the silver screen. 

Apparently, Mr Jackson is 
Kangol’s number one fen. He 


can't get enough of the soft wool 
peaked caps. If Monica Lewin- 
sky can sell a few thousand more 
berets for Donna Karan with a 
few paparazzi shots, just imag- 
ine what Mr Jackson will do for 
Kangol's sales when the movie 
is released here next month. It’s 
enough to warrant the Key to 
the Lake District. 

The story of Kangol is a 
strange one that has both baf- 
fled and delighted its founders. 
How could they have predicted 
that their 50-odd-year-old 504 
cap and the teny towelling 
golfer’s hat would become the 
most wanted accessories of the 
Eighties by the coolest of the rap 
pack? Now, with the help of 
Samuel L Jackson, it’s hap- 
pening for Kangol all over 
a g ain. Tamsin Blanchard 



THE INDEPENDENT 

Insulated Cafetiere 

- only £23.95 inc. p&p 



Makes detidous filtered coffee and keeps it hot for hours ! 

There is nothing better than drinking hoi filtered coffee fresh from 
die cafetiere.. .and nothing worse than to find that the pot has gone 
cold after just one cup. Now help is at hand with the new Salter 
Insulated Cafetiere - ideal for use in die home, office or garden. 

The twin-wailed insulation and screw ‘seal and pour’ heat retaining 
lid means that coffee is kept hot and Fresh for op to 2 hours, retain- 
ing its full flavour. With a shatter resistant liner there is no fear of 
broken glass and the plunger and mesh filter are made from hygien- 
ic high quality stainless steel. The cafetiere has a large 8 cup capaci- 
ty (1 litre/ 1 7; pirns}. Designed in a regency style, this quality 
Cafetiere plunger pot will add elegance to any table or occasion and 
comes in a choice of three colours; white, deep blue or dark green 
and is on offer for just £2335 inc p&p. 


HOW TO (MUSH 

RJI in the coupon ami send together with cheque or pasta] 
Ctfderffi. NO CASH please to - 
THE INDEPENDENT CAFETIERE OFffiR . 

PO BOX M77. LONDON E3 3SH. 

Van Accssk/Vka obders. fleas phone M7l 510 0191 
Or forenquiries phase call 0171 3100193. 

We deliver to addresses in the UK only. Please allow up 
io£8daysforddivery from tempt of order. Return with- 
in 7 days for refund if not completely satisfied. 

Offer subject to availability. 


Please send me Cafeiierefs) S' £ 23.95 each 

My cokwr choice ifi While [ZZJ Blue I Icn-rti 

I enclose a crossed cheque for £ _ (address on bock) made 

payable to: NEWSPAPER PUBLISHING IND193 

or debit my Access/Visa account by this amount. My card number is: 


Expiry Dote. 


Signature. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


Pom Code. 




Send to: THE INDEPENDENT CAfETTERE OFPtR. 

PO Bos W77. London E3 35H. 

nmriki ft* hu If yon do ad snsli b Mehe tan dOhs fern Ncwfopcr FtbMnf pfc 
j crcmpms, qyrmi by Nc n q x ipg ftifctaMag Ffr. q ram 
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Ernst Jiinger 


ERNST JUNGER first beheld 
Halley's Comet during its 1910 
passage, when he was a bey of 
15. In 1987. he made a special 
journey to Malaysia for a sec- 
ond glimpse. He was one of the 
very few writers to have seen the 
comet twice in his lifetime. 

AH this is described in Zwei 
Mai Halley (“Halley Twee", 
19S8). a book filled with lung- 
er's characteristic meditations 
on time and place, on dreams, 
nature, crystals, stars, moun- 
tains. the sea. wild animals and 
insects, especially butterflies, a 
passion he shared with Nab- 
okov. Throughput his very con- 
siderable body of work, there is 
an obsession with time, with 
dates, with temporal coinci- 
dences. with the falidic power 
of numbers over our birth and 
death. In a volume of his jour- 
nals covering the ware 1965-70, 
Siehzig verweht (“Past Seventy’*. 
1980). he makes this revealing 
entry at Wilfingen. his home be- 
tween the Danube and the 
Black Forest, in sight of the 
castie of Stauffenberg. on 30 
.March 1965: 

I haw now reached the biblical age 
of ihree wore and ten - a rather 
strange reeling for a man who. in his 
touch. had never hoped to see his 
jUrltycar. Even alter my 23nl birth- 
day in 19 18. 1 would gladly have 
s-igned a Faustian pact with the Dcv- 
Sr'Cnv me just 50 tears of life, guar- 
anteed. then lei it "all be ended." 

A similar expression of his 
fascinated awe of time and 
numbers appears in an earlier 
work. An dcrZeitmaucr ( “At the 
Wall of Time". 1959). But one 
of the most extraordinary ex- 
amples of this obsession can be 
found in a journal entry for 
“Monday. 8.8.1988" - 

a dale with four units. 8 is special 
i four S't and a fifth one by sub- 
tracting the I from the 9 ). Odin rides 
an R-lcgged horse . . . Dates have 
ithcn brought me surprises. 

One of his many hobbies was 
the collection of antique sand- 
glasses. on which he was an 
authority. He also collected 
sundial inscriptions. 

Ernst J Gager's birth at Hei- 
delberg is recorded precisely. It 
fell on 29 March 1895 on the 
stroke of noon, under Aries, 
with Cancer in the ascendanL 
He was the eldest of seven 
children, one of whom, his bel- 
oved brother Friedrich Georg 
(who died in 1977), was also a 
writer, a poet and philosopher. 

Junger spent the greater 
part of his childhood and ado- 


lescence in Hanover, where his 
prosperous parents settled 
shortly after his birth. They 
possessed a beautiful villa by a 
lake, where Ernst made his first 
entomological investigations. 
He soon developed a dislike for 
bourgeois life, and spent a cou- 
ple of unhappy years in board- 
ing schools, whose reports 
complain of his dreaminess and 
lack of interest in the boring cur- 
riculum. He was later to write: 

I had invented for myself a sort or 
distancing indifference that allowed 
me lo remain connected to reality 
only by an invisible thread like a 
spider's. 

He spent hours reading unau- 
thorised books, and with his 
brother lived in an exalted uni- 
verse of their own. They would 
go wandering round the coun- 
tryside, and Ernst struck up hap- 
py friendships with tramps and 
gypsies. He was already the 
Hhldganger (wild man of the 
woods}, the anarchist hero of his 
1977 novel Eumeswil. 

ft was the beginning of an 
unending passion for travel and 
exotic lands. He took the first 
lag step in 1913 by running away 
from home to join the Foreign 
Legion, in which he saw service 
in Oran and Sidi-Bel-Abbes. Af- 
ter five weeks, his father bought 
him out Ernst was to write 
about this escapade in Kinder- 
spielen (“Children’s Games", 
1936). His father promised that 
if he passed his Abitur (school- 
leaving examination) he would 
be allowed to join an expedition 
to Mount Kilimanjaro. So 
Junger swotted away at the 
Gildermeister Insfiiut, whose 
grim atmosphere is evoked in 
Die Steinschleuder (“The Cata- 
pult", 1973), a novel in the 
gTeat tradition of German 
school stories. 

Junger passed his exam in 
August 1914 and at once vol- 
unteered for the army, in which 
he fought on the French front 
with exceptional courage all 
through the First World \Vhr. 
Wounded four times, he re- 
ceived the highest German mil- 
itary honour, the Order of 
Merit created by Friedrich II: be 
outlived all those who also 
received it. Out of his wartime 
experiences was born Siahl- 
gewittem (“Storm of Steel". 
1920). which he had to publish 
at his own expense. This story 
of the horrors of modern war- 
fare was drawn from his wartime 
notebooks, often written in the 


heat of battle on the Western 
From. It remains one of the 
greatest works about the First 
World War, along with those by 
Erich Maria Remarque, Henri 
Baibusse, e.e. cummings, David 
Jones and Lucien Descaves. 

Junger stayed in the army 
until 1923, when he left and be- 
gan studying zoology at the 
University of Leipzig and at 
Naples. He married Gretha 
von Jeinsen and his son Ernst 
was bom in 1926. In 1927 they 
moved to Berlin, where he be- 
came a member of the nation- 
al revolutionary group led by 
Niekisch (arrested by Hitler in 
1937 and kept in a concentra- 
tion camp until the end of the 
Second World War). He also got 
to know Ernst von Salomon. 
Bertolt Brecht, Ernst Toller 
and Alfred Kubin, as well as the 
publisher Rowohlt. He began 
travelling widely, to Sicily, 
Rhodes, the Dalmatian coast, 
Norway, Brazil and the Ca- 
naries, and made the acquain- 
tance of Andr£ Gide in Paris. 
These travels had a great in- 
fluence on all his writings, most 
noticeable in his superb novel 
Heliopolis (1949)- the most el- 
egantly learned, eloquently 
written and baunLingly con- 
vincing science-fiction story 
ever written. 

Goebbels tried in vain to 
draw him into the ranks of the 
Nazi hierarchy in 1931, and he 
refused to be elected to the Ger- 
man Academy of Letters be- 
cause it was dominated by 
national socialist timeservers. In 
1932 Junger produced a very 
significant book, Der Arbeiter 
(“The Worker"), which is nev- 
ertheless one of his least-known 
works. It was long out of prim 
untO Martin Heidegger, himself 
besmirched with Nazi collabo- 
ration, persuaded him to risk 
letting it be reissued in 1963. It 
presents the mythical figure of 
standardised modern man as 
“The Worker" whose pragma- 
tism and nihilism destroy the old 
traditional categories of peasant, 
soldier and priest, foretelling an 
unprecedented reversal of tem- 
poral power in our collapsing 
cultures where an intellectual 
and artistic elite has no place. 

Related to this theme isa lat- 
er work. Dus Aladdinproblem 
( 1983). in which he asks w ho will 
rub the magic lamp of destruc- 
tive science and dehumanising 
technology: “With the heavens 
empty, we live in the Age 



Junger: an aristocrat of letters 


of Uranium: how can we 
believe our modem Aladdin's 
lamp will not produce some 
unimaginable monster?" 

Der Arbeiter is also an im- 
portant theoretical study of the 
political history of the Thirties 
in Germany, and has been con- 
sidered by critics like Georg 
Lukaes and Walter Benjamin to 
have been the ideological ma- 
trix of national-socialist ideas. 
But J unger's links with nation- 
al socialism were infinitely com- 
plex. He was a serving officer, 
partisan of the revolutionary 
right, a sort of conservative an- 
archist, hostile to the Weimar 
Republic, yet he refused ail 
honours and promotions. 


Unable to bear the rsing tide 
of Hitlerism, he left Berlin for 
the quiet of the countryside at 
Kirchhorst. where in February 
1939 he began the painful draft- 
ing afAufden Marmorklippen. 
Its anti-Nazi tone is obvious, but 
the book was published in Sep- 
tember. the month war was de- 
clared. On the Marble Cliffs was 
part of my wartime reading, and 
I well remember the excitement 
it caused when the translation 
was published by John 
Lehmann just after the war. 

With the outbreak of war. 
Junger was given the rank of 
captain and tookp3rt in the in- 
vasion of France, during which 
he did his utmost to spare civil - 


Photograph: Francois Lagarde 

ians and protect public monu- 
ments. Posted to Paris, he be- 
came a well-known figure in the 
literary salons of the time like 
the Thursday reunions of artists 
and writers at Florence Gould's. 
He made good friends of au- 
thors like the add-lonsued crit- 
ic Leawaud and above afi 
Marcel Jouhandeau. whose 
scholarly ease and wit in writ- 
ing seemed to Junger excep- 
tional at a time of growing 
artistic barbarity. Even after 
their condemnation for collab- 
oration with the Nazis. Junger 
praised the characters and writ- 
ings of Chardonne, Celine 
(whom he did not like), Brasil- 
lach and Drieu de la Rochelle. 


while his admiration for 
Cocteau. Sasha Guitry and ac- 
tresses like Arletty was as 
sincere as that for artists like 
Braque and Picasso, whose 
studios he frequented. 

His journals of this period 
are studded with all these fa- 
mous names. However, he was 
indirectly implicated in Slant 

fenberg’s attempt to assassinate 
Hitler in July 1944, and re- 
quested to leave the army and 
return home to Kirchhorst, 
where he spent the rest of the 
war. composing a test on Die 
Frietk (“Peace"). His son Ernst, 
in prison for opposition to 
Hitler, was despatched to the 
Italian front and killed on 29 
November in the marble quar- 
ries at Carrara by Allied snipers. 

After German defeat and 
capitulation, despite his firm de- 
nials of having supported Naz- 
ism, Junger encountered the 
shri ll hostility of Marxist and so- 
calted liberal critics who accused 
him of being its predecessor. 
They even criticised his schol- 
arly, noble, refined style, calling 
' it frigid, dljtist and academic. 

He writes of his experiments 
with drugs in AnruUierungen 
(“Approaches”, 1970). influ- 
enced by Aldous Huxley's 
works on the same subject. He 
finally settled at WQfingen in the 
bouse of the Master Forester at- 
tached to the ancestral home of 
his executed friend Graf Claus 
Schenk von Stauffenberg, 
where in 1959 he founded the 
literary review Antaios with 
Mircea Eliade. By 1977, his fa- 
ther, mother, brother and wife 
had all died. He remarried, 
taking as his wife Liselotte 
Lohrer, a professional archivist 
and literary scholar. 

All through the Seventies 
and Eighties Junger travelled 
widely. In 1979, he visited Ver- 
dun and was awarded the town's 
Peace Medal. In 19S2 he re- 
ceived a final literary consec- 
ration with the award of the City 
of Frankfurt's Goethe Prize, 
which aroused violent protest 
among his detractors. In 1984. 
he again made a pilgrimage to 
Verdun, with Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl and President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand to pay homage 
to the victims of two world wars. 

In 1992, there was extraor- 
dinary confirmation of Junger's 
anti-Nazi stance with the dis- 
covery of a top secret document 
proving that his fete was in the 
balance just before the Third 


toWdaysHiUcrsppmmtte 

Wolfc-Schanze, the verj head 

quartets where 

ed by the Stauffenberg bomb. 

The document is dated De- 

ceiuberl944.1tis“idressed^ 

Dr Freisler. present of the 
VoKsgerich, (Peoples Coorl 
to Martin Bonnamu Hitlers 
right-hand man- Freisler in- 
forms Bormann that the pro- 
ceedings to be taken against 
Captain Junger are to be can- 
celled. Jiinger had been mdirt- 4 
ed on account of bis novel On 
fa Marble Oifis and the ^de- 
featist” opinions he had ex- 
pressed at his old coneague 
Commandant Stulpnagel s HO 
in Paris, not long before the lat- 
ter's suicide. Freisler invak that 
on 20 November 1 944 the Fuh- 
rer himself bad given the order . 
by telephone from the Wolfs- - 
Schanze that the matter was not 
to be pursued any further. 
Freisler ends his letter with 
- HeilHUlaf \ then adds a post- 
script: “I am sending you three _ 
dossiers on the affair.- The 
Fuhrer wishes to have his orders 
executed immediately.” 

In his Journals, Junger notes 
that the Gestapo had described 
him at that period in Baris as “an 
impenetrable, highly suspect 
individual". He comments in a 
1992 interview: 

It was ao surprise to me. Alter alt 
it conformed to the panem of my 
horoscope. Ewrsmce my schooldays 
I've been accustomed to that bind of 
unpleasantness. 

Ernst Junger s work is all of 
a piece - highly literary, beau- 
tifully sonorous, excitingly vi- 
sual, intellectually profound 
and stimulating. It is the life 
work of an aristocrat of letters, 
and one of the best tributes to 
it has been made by another lit- 
erary patriarch, Julien Gracq: 

The hard, smooth enamelling that 
seems lo armour his prose against thc|0^ 
touch of too great a raroiharity would 
seem to us perhaps a little frigid if 
we did not know, and if we never lost 
consciousness of the fad while read- 
ing. that it has been tempered in an 
ordeal of fire. 

That is a fitting eulogy for one 
of the greatest writers of the 
20th century- 

Janies Kirkup 

Ernst Jur^vniten bom Hdddberg, 
Germany 29 March 1895; married 
1925 Gretha von Jewtsen (died 
I960; two sons deceased). 1962 
Lrsefette Lohrer; died Wijflmgen, 
Germany 17 February 1998. 


Professor A. J. Aitken 



Aitken: devoted 40 years 
to A Dictionary of the Older 
Scottish Tongue 


A. J. AITKEN had much in 
common with the legendary 
Sir James Murray, first editor 
of the Oxford English Dictionary. 
With Sir James Craigie and 
David Murison, they belonged 
to a tradition of Scottish 
lexicographers. 

Aitken was the foremost au- 
thority on the Scots language 
and an influential teacher, but 
his most enduring monument 
will be A Dictionary of the Old- 
er Scottish Tongue, to which he 
devoted nearly 40 years of his 
life. This great historical dic- 
tionary spans the period from 
the Middle Ages to 1700. Sev- 
en volumes have been pub- 
lished since its first Fascicle 
appeared in 1931, and it is due 
for completion in the year 2000. 

Adam Jack Aitken was bom 
in Edinburgh in 1921. He was 
educated at Lasswade Sec- 


ondary School, in Midlothian, 
and Edinburgh University. As 
with many oF his generation, his 
education was interrupted by 
the Second World War. He 
served in the Royal Artillery, 
and in June 1944 was among the 
first to take part in the Nor- 
mandy landings. In 1947 he 
graduated from Edinburgh with 
first class honours in English 
Language and Literature. 

Thenceforward he com- 
bined a taxing double career as 
lexicographer and lecturer. 
From 1947 to 1956 he was as- 
sistant to Sir William Craigie, 
first editor of A Dictionary of the 
Older Scottish Tongue, and from 
1956 to 1986 he was himself ed- 
itor. For much of this time he was 
first Assistant Lecturer, then 
Senior Lecturer, and finally 
Reader at Edinburgh Universi- 
ty, lecturing on English and also 


pioneering the teaching of Scots 
as a university subject. His dis- 
tinction as a scholar was rewar- 
ded by many honours. In 1981 
the British Academy awarded 
him the Sir Israel Gollancz 
Prize: in 1983 be received the de- 
gree of DLitt from Edinburgh 
University: and in 1965 he was 
appointed an Honorary Professor. 

Jack Aitken revolutionised 
the scope and the methodolo- 
gy of A Dictionary of the Older 
Scottish Tongue. He extended 
the reading programme of both 
books and manuscripts, and 
greatly increased the dictio- 
nary’s data-base. He also in- 
creased the number of 
quotations illustrating the forms 
and senses of words. 

He steered the project 
through several financial crises 
(one caused by the collapse of 
the Maxwell publishing empire). 


and other problems of funding 
and staffing. He regarded the 
Dictionary not simply as a col- 
lection of old words, but as a cul- 
tural asset- comparable to the 
national museums: a rich source 
of material on innumerable as- 
pects of Scottish life, law, his- 
tory and popular traditions. 
The Dictionary is of immense 
value to historians, and to edi- 
tors of the early Scottish poets, 
such as Dunbar and Henryson. 

Aitken was an effective 
teacher, and many of his un- 
dergraduate courses were at- 
tended by colleagues. Most of 
the present editorial team at the 
Dictionary were his pupils, and 
be inspired several of those 
who now lecture in the language 
departments of Scottish uni- 
versities. He was interested in 
every aspect of the language of 
the Scottish Lowlands, past 


and present - not just its vo- 
cabulary. but its syntax, or- 
thography and phonology, and 
its slants as a minority language. 
He is one of the select band of 
philologists to have had a lin- 
guistic ‘Law" named after him. 
“Aitken's Law" - the so-called 
“Scottish Vowel Length Rule”. 
A collection of his numerous 
but scattered articles is to be 
published shortly. 

He was remarkably selfless 
in answering the queries of 
younger scholars. Over the 
years be served on innumerable 
committees and public bodies 
that were concerned with the 
Scots language, or. more gen- 
erally, with lexicography, or 
the uses of computing in lin- 
guistics. He was a consultant to 
The Middle English Dictionary 
and The Dictionary of Old Eng- 
lish. Particularly close to his 


heart was the best-selling Con- 
cise Scots Dictionary (1985); he 
was an adviser io its editorial 
team, and provided for it a 
succinct ‘History of Scots”. 

Aitken also made impor- 
tant contributions to preserving 
and publicising the literaiy her- 
itage of Scotland. In 1975 he was 
a co-founder of the successful 
triennial conferences on early 
Scottish literature and lan- 
guage. He was an active vice- 
president of the Scottish Tfext 
Society, on whose Council he 
had served since 1962. 

Jack Aitken was a good rac- 
onteur, with a warm and con- 
vivial personality. Many will 
recall the highly international 
gatherings at Jack and Chandra 
Aitken’s home in Lockharton 
Gardens, or latterly in their ex- 
otically furnished flat on the 
edge of the New Town. Jack 


loved, above all, a fine mall - 
he was. as one Italian friend pul 
it, il maestro della whiskobgia. 
He showed great glee over a re- . 
cent invitation to give a lecture 
on the Scots language, hosted •" 
by the Scotch Malt Whisky So- - 
riety. In his lateryears - despite 
increasing Hl-bealth - he de- - 
lighted in foreign travel; one of 
his last trips was to South Korea. 

Priscilla Bawcutt 

Adam Jack Artfcen, lexicographer: 
bom Edinburgh 19 June 1921 ; As- 
sistant Editor, A Dictionary of the i. 
Older Scottish Tongue 1947-56, y 
Editor 1956-86; Assistant Lecturer 
in English Language, Edinburgh 
University 1947-65, Senior Lectur- 
er 1965-75, Reader 1975-79, Hon- 
orary Professor 1985-98; married 
1952 Chandra Manson (three sons, 
one daughter); died Edinburgh il 
February 1998. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
The Queen holds an Investiture at Bucfc- 
inghiifTT ft tiKtr. The Duke of Edinburgh, 
Honorary Fvlknw. attends a hook launch 
nt the Zoological Society of London. Re- 
gcnT« Park. London NWI. The Wix w t 
Royal, President, National Riding Week 
attend* a ftess Conference and Reception 
31 Knightsb ridge Barracks, London SW7; 
us President. Royal Yachting Association, 
'attends a Royal Yachting Association 
Council Meeting at the Royal Thames 
Yacht GuH. Knighisbridge, London SW1: 
and as President. Animal Health That at- 
tends a Building Industry Dinner at The 
Dncheacr HotcL Park Lane, London Wl. 

The Duke of Kent. Presides! -in-Chjet ihc 
British Racing Drivers’ Chib, at tends a din- 
ner at the Royal Automobile Club. Pali 
Mall. London SWI. 

Changing of the Guard 
Ttie Household Cavaliy Mounted Regi- 
ment mounts the Queen’s Life Guard nl 
Hone Guards, I Jam: No f Company 
Coldstream Guards mounts the Queen's 
Guari, at Buckingham Palace, I 130am, 
hand provided by the Grenadier Guards. 


Announcement* for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births. 
Adoptions, Marriages, Deaths, Memo- 
rial service*. Wwkfing amhenarieMn 
Memorivn) should be *«nt In writing 
to the Gazette Editor. The lndep«*> 

dent, J Cmada Square, Cat^VV^ 

London EM SDL, telephoned to 0171- 
293 2012 (24-hour answering "xacWna 
Of/l-293 2011 i or fewdtt 0171-293 20HL 
and are charged at £W0 a line (VAT 
extra). OTHER Gaxeete announce- 
ments (no dees, Junctions, Fetthcort- 
ing marriages. Marriages) must be 

submitted in writing (or faxed) andane 

charged at GO a lino. VAT extra. They 
should be accompanied by a daytime 
telephone number. 

The OBITUARIES e-mail address »* 

obiniarlest@tndependeiiteudc 


Birthdays 

Mr Rob Andrew, rugby footballer, 35; 
Mr M J. Argent. Chief Constable. 
North WWcs, 53; Mr Michael Buerk, 
broadcaster, 52; Miss Helen Gurley 
Brown, author and editor. 76; Miss 
Phyllis Calvert, actress. 83; Mr Jose- 
Maria Canizares, golfer, 51; Miss 
Jean E. Cooke, painter and lectur- 
er on art 7 1: Miss Sinead Cusack, ac- 
tress, 56: Mr Roy Dean, former 
diplomat. 71; MrPhillrp DtFreitas, 
cricketer, 32; Mr Len Deighton, 
novelist, 69; Lt-Gen Sir Donald 
Duns tart, former Governor of South 
Australia. 75; Professor Edward Ed- 
wards, former Vice-Chancellor. 
Bradford University . 84; Mr Cyril 
English, president. Nationwide 
Housing Thist, 75; Mr Mflos Forman, 
film director. 66; Sir Charles 

Frossard, a former judge of the 
Courts of Appeal of Jersey and 
Guernsey and Bailiff of Guernsey, 76; 
Mr Graeme Garden, actor and 
scriptwriter. 55; Miss Tessa Hilton, 
Deputy Editor, the Express. 47; Dr 
James Houston, Emeritus Physi- 
cian. Guy's Hospital 81: Sir Peter 
Laurence, former ambassador, 75; 
Miss Pni Leith, cookery editor and 
restaurateur, 58; Mr Peter Luff MR 
43: Professor YWHiam McKane. He- 
brew and Oriental language scholar, 
77; Sir Arthur Norman, former chair- 
man, De La Rue, 81; Mr Jack 
Palance. actor, 7S; Lord PauL chair- 
man, Chparo Group, 67; Mr Bobby 
Robson, head coach. Barcelona 
Football Club, Spain. 65: Miss Gre- 
ta Scacchi, actress, 38; Miss CybiH 
Shepherd, actress, 48; Mr Ned She r- 
rin, television presenter and pro- 
ducer, 67; Mr Richard Thomas; 


High Commissioner to Jamaica, 59; 
Mr John Travolta, actor, 44; Sir Max 
Williams, former President, the Law 
Society, 72: General Sir John Wilsey, 
fonner Commander-in-ChieE, Land 
Command. 56. 

Anniversaries 

Births; Edward Hyde, Earl of 
Clarendon, statesman and historian, 
16QS; Ernst Mach, physicist. 1838; 
Andn£ Breton, poet and art critic, 
1896. Deaths: Fra Angelico (Gio- 
vanni da Fiesole), painter, 1455; 
Martin Luther, Protestant reformer, 
1546: Michelangelo Buonarroti, 
artist, 1564; James John Corbett 
(“Gentfemao Jim"), pugilist, 1933. 
On this da y: John Bunyan’s Pilgrim 's 
Process was published, 1678; the Or- 
der of the Bath was revived, 1725: a 
direct telegraph line was established 
between London and New Zealand, 
1876; Germany's blockade of Britain 
by submarine began, 1915; a consti- 
tutional monarchy was proclaimed in 
Nepal by the King, 195 L Today is the 
Feast Day of St Angjlben, St Coiman 
of 1 indisfar ne. St Flavian of Con- 
stantinople. St HeUadius of Toledo, 
St Leo and Paregorius. Si Simeon of 
Jerusalem and St Theotonius. 


Lectures 

Tate Gallery: James Heard, “feint- 
ing in the Age of the Common Man: 
Hogarth and his contemporaries", 
1pm. 

Sholdonlan Theatre, Oxford (Ox- 
ford Amnesty Lectures): Professor 
Jonathan Glover. “Eugenics and 
Human Rights". 6pm. 


LAW REPORT: is February ms 


Court may order sentence to be consecutive 


Regina v Anoroo; Court of 
Appeal (Criminal Division) 
(Lord justice Swim on Thomas, 
Mr justice Harrison and Judge 
Dyer) 2 February 1998. 

A CROWN COURT has pow- 
er to order that a custodial sen- 
tence in respect of a criminal 
conviction should run consecu- 
tively to a sentence for contempt 
imposed by a county court 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed the appeal of Thiye 
Oiokun Anomo against a 
sentence of four years' impris- 
onment for offences of dis- 
honesty, which was expressed 
to be consecutive to a term 
he was already serving for 
contempt of court. 

In Eteeembcr 1996 the ap- 
pellant was committed to 
prison by the county court for 
18 months for contempt of 
court. He bad been in breach 
of an undertaking lo that court 


not to assault, molest, threat- 
en or otherwise interfere with 
his wife. Thereafter, on a num- 
ber of occasions he had as- 
saulted his wife, and bad been 
guilty of other breaches of the 
undertaking. 

In April 1997 he was sen- 
tence to 12 months' imprison- 
ment by the Crown Court for 
offences of obtaining proper- 
ty by deception. The judge or- 
dered that that sentence should 
be consecutive to the term im- 
posed by the county court 
talcing effect immediately he 
became due for release. He 
appealed against his sentence. 
Gram Kw Stone (Registrar of Crim- 
inal. 4ppea Is) for rhe appellant: Mark 
Edison as Uraicu.«. curiae. 

Lord Justice S win ton 
Thomas said that the appeal 
raised an issue of principle, 
namely whether the Crown 
Court had the power to order 


that a sentence of imprison- 
ment imposed in respect of a 
criminal conviction be served 
consecutively to a sentence of 
imprisonment imposed at an 
earlier date by the county court 
for contempt of court. 

It was Submitted for the ap- 
pellant that a civil committal to 
prison was not necessarily for 
a fixed period and that, in 
consequence, it was wrong in 
principle and contrary to pub- 
lic policy to impose a sentence 
which was uncertain as to its 
commencement date. At com- 
mon law a court exercising its 
criminal jurisdiction had pow- 
er to impose consecutive terms 
in respect of misdemeanours, 
and a civil contempt was not a 
misdemeanour. 

Counsel acting as amicus 
had submitted that by statute 
and under the common law the 
Crown Court had power to im- 
pose a sentence to run con- 


secutively to a term imposed for 
a civil contempt of court, and 
that there was clear authority 
to support both that proposi- 
tion, and the proposition that 
a civil contempt was a misde- 
meanour. The principle in R v 
Wilkes [1770] 19 STTR 1075. 
that consecutive sentences 
could be passed at common few 
in respect of misdemeanours, 
had been approved in R »■ Cui- 
^*■[18671 Ul 2QB 379 and 
R v Greenberg (No 2) (1943) 29 
Cr App R 51. 

In Lee v Walker [ 1985] I All 
ER 781 it was held that under 
the provisions of the Con- 
tempt of Court Act 1981 the 
county court had the same 
powers as the High Court, and 
the High Court had an inher- 
ent jurisdiction to impose 
consecutive sentences in ap- 
propriate cases where it had the 
power to imprison. The Crown 
Court had always had power to 


impose a sentence of impris- . 
onment for contempt to take 
effect consecutively to other 
sentences (see R v Stredder 
1 1997) I Cr App R (S) 209). 

On the basis of principle 
and on the basis of the auth- 
orities there was, therefore, no 
doubt that the Crown Court lad 
the power when passing a sen- 
tence of imprisonment m re- 
^^ofacrimmalconvictkxito ' 
order that that sentence should 
nm consecutively to a sentence 
imposed in the county court for 
contempt. A court should have ' 
the power, if it was just and • 
fight, to impose an appropri-. 
ate and effective sentence. If it . 
were the law that the court * 
could not impose a consecutive 
sentence, and the appropriate 
sentence in respect oflhficran- 
inal offences was a short one, 
then the offenderwpuld suffer ■ 
no punishment at all. • - . 

Kate O’Hanlon. Barrister 




■ifhe end of the 
. 'De Klerks’ lengthy 
marriage mirrors 
a change affecting 
their whole nation. 
By Mary Braid 

IT WAS the Valentine's Dav 

^ fonner Swb 

African president F W de 
- H^rk, 61 , has announced that 
^“f^SWswifeMarike 
39 j; ears of carriage 
de Jerk's decision to 
^parate came with the usual 
amendments; the decision had 

potbeea ^sy to take - not least 

because Marikewas opposed to 

f “ and ^ had gone 
tou^ geal de a lofp ainin 

There were other pre- 
dictable features. When ru- 
mours of trouble in the 
marriage surfaced a few weeks 
ago, Mr de Klerk, who shared 
a Nobel Peace Prize with Pres- 
ident Nelson Mandela for end- 
ing white minority rule, said he 
was in the midst of a personal 
crisis that was hurting his faj»- 

He pleaded with the media 

a little space. 

At that stage of course there 
was no mention of another 
woman but Elita Georgiadis, 45 . 
the wife of a Greek shipping 
magnate, was already waiting 
breathlessly in the wings. With! 
in days that too became public 
and a home-grown scandal 
managed to knock Zippergate 
off South Africa’s front pages. 

Mis Georgiadis and her hus- 
band, Tony, it emerged, had 
been close friends of the de 
Klerks and the two couples 
had holidayed together at the 
GeoTgiadis' English estate and 
on board their yachL Accord- 
ing to press reports Mr Geor- 
giadis was a great supporter of 
Mr de Klerk and a contributor 
* ^National Party coffers. 

®lt is of course not the first 
time that he has taken South 
Africa by surprise. In 1990 his 
derision to unban the ANC and 
release Mr Mandela stunned 
the country, and particularly his 
tribe, the Afrikaners, many of 
whom regard him as a traitor. 

But if the right was poleaxed 
by the political revolution it is 
also at sea about the break-up 
of the de Klerk marriage. like 
whites’ God-given right to gov- 
ern, their union -an outstand- 
ing example of a loyal and 
faithful marriage and tradi- 
tional family values - had been 
one of those things Afrikaners 
could depend on. Suddenly an- 
other old certainty went up in 
smoke. 

, The Afrikaner establishment 
l£fc done its best to save the 
marriage, which produced three 
children, now grown-up and 
married. Dr Jan Visser, chair- 
man of the Gereformeerde 
Kerk, of which de Klerk is a 
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The image that broke: FW de Klerk with his wife Marike and their granddaughter Cristel 


Photograph: G Ranonian/Sygrra 


Part of a wider split 


member, said: “One can only 
hope and pray that Mr de Klerk 
comes to his senses for the glo- 
ry of God, and for the sake of 
his wife and family, the Afrikan- 
er and the church.'* 

But the pastor’s comments 
seemed a little dull and out- 
dated against the utterances of 
Mr de Klerk and Mrs Geor- 
giadis whose heart-on-sleeve 
comments were heart-warming 
and at the same time a little em- 
barrassing. He talked of a love 
that would not be denied de- 
spite all his internal conversa- 
tions with the Almighty and his 
self-imposed two year ban on 
seeing Mrs Georgiadis; she was 
interviewed sobbing on a plane 
bound for Athens about the un- 
intended love that bad shattered 
her life. 

Their affair apparently 
stretches back at least four 
years; that revelation has 
prompted speculation that Mr 
de Klerk was less than frank 
when he gave up the leadership 
of the beleaguered National 
Party last year apparently to 
make way for a younger man. 
The new relationship, it is 
claimed, had a big influence on 
his decision. 


Reaction of Afrikaner 
churchmen has been pre- 
dictable: reaction of the wider 
public less so. In the dark old 
days of apartheid, newspapers 
gave little space to the private 
lives of public figures and politi- 
cians. This is partly because 
South Africa, torn apart by the 
liberation war, had bigger things 
to think about But a lingering 
1950s conservatism also played 
its part. 

Conservative Afrikaners 
apart, people have tended not 
to see the divorce as a sign of 
post-apartheid moral decline 
(for most that would be a con- 
tradiction in terms anyway). 
WhOe Mrs de Klerk did come 
out fighting - inextricably link- 
ing her marriage to the National 
Party - public sympathy was 
tempered by her widespread un- 
popularity. Regarded as more 
right-wing and racist than her 
husband, Mrs de Klerk is re- 
membered for her vehement 
opposition to her son Willem's 
engagement to a coloured - 
mixed race - South African in 
the 1980s. 

Her current misfortune has 
provided newspapers with a 
golden opportunity to run 


through some of her classic 
political statements such as her 
explanation of “coloured" dur- 
ing a lecture to pensioners in 
1983. 

“The definition of a 
‘coloured’ in the population 
register is someone that is not 
black, and that is not while, and 
is also not Indian, in other 
words a non-person," she told 
them. “They are the leftovers." 
One newspaper quipped last 
week “Not the only ones, 
Marike?" 

In the absence of public 
outrage there was in fact a fair 
degree of prurient interest, an 
indication that south African at- 
titudes are changing or that they 
changed long ago and the trend 
was distorted by the restrictions 
of the old regime. 

That is not to say that it is 
just Afrikaners who cling to the 
old rules. The Reverend Ken- 
neth Meshoe, black leader of 
the African Christian Democ- 
ratic Party, last week attacked 
both Mr de Klerk and President 
Mandela for the example they 
were setting to the young. 

Mr Meshoe said it was un- 
acceptable for the President to 
be living with his companion 


Mrs Graca Macbel without be- 
ing married. He said neither No- 
bel Prize winner was helping to 
re-establish South Africa’s 
moral fibre. Mr Mandela has 
admitted he is unhappy with his 
living arrangements but says he 
takes his cue from Mrs Macbel 
whom he says has him “blos- 
soming like a flower". Mrs 
Machel, a widow, does not 
want to marry again. 

Bui most politicians seem 
keen to keep the personal and 
political strictly separate in 
South Africa; eager, perhaps, 
for a French rather than British 
model. When asked last week 
if Mr de Klerk’s problems did 
not undermine his stance on 
family values, the National Par- 
ty said the matter was entirely 
private and that that bad been 
the NP's position during Pres- 
ident Mandela’s divorce from 
his wife. Winnie, and the ques- 
tions raised over his relationship 
with Mrs Machel. 

For every moral proscriber 
there are many more South 
Africans who see life as a deal 
more complicated than the old 
rules would suggest. Bald sta- 
tistics are testimony to that- 
South Africa's divorce rate has 


been high for years. Long be- 
fore the end of apartheid, 
whites bore most responsibili- 
ty for that. But in the post- 
apartheid era, black couples are 
divorcing more. 

Blade divorce rates were 
not recorded until the 1994 
democratic elections but their 
numbers are rocketing. “For 
some time, the rate [for whites, 
indians and coloured] has been 
about two in five marriages 
ending in divorce," says Liz 
Dooley, a counsellor with the 
Family Life Centre, a relation- 
ship support agency. “It is 
among urban blacks that is now 
rising. Emancipation of women 
is having a major impact There 
are many more opportunities 
for black women now and they 
are becoming much" more as- 
sertive.” 

If ibe De Klerk separation 
is a sign of any post-apartheid 
loosening up. Miss Dooley sug- 
gests, it is pan of a relaxation 
taking place all aver the world. 
Ending four decades of mar- 
riage is painful but perhaps 
the task is less daunting when 
you began the dismantling of 
apartheid after many more 
years of white minority rule. 
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Those who mourn 
must queue 
to be comforted 


ANXIOUS? Bereaved? Ad- 
dicted to shopping? Worried 
about the future of your mar- 
riage? Stressed out? The solu- 
tion to any of these problems is 

the same, nowadays: get your- 
self a counsellor. 

As life becomes ever more 
demanding, the chance to sit 
quietly and indulge in talking of 

no thing but one's own problems 
and feelings is a temptation 
many find hard to resist. 

But if counselling is the so- 
lution, it is harder to find it than 

you think. Although the last 10 
yeans have seen a huge increase 
in counselling organisations 
you stm can't just pick up the 
phone and request a counsellor. 


annabelle 

THORPE 


People in the most difficult of 
circumstances are having to 
wait, for several weeks, or even 
months, for help. 

Jenny, whose mother died 
last year, handled the bereave- 
ment well at first but then be- 
came increasingly depressed 
and anxious. “I always told my- 
self that I would get coun- 
selling if I fell I needed it," she 
says, “and as I began to find it 
difficult to cope it seemed like 
a helping hand. Until 1 began 
lo try to malta an appointment. 
There are no branches of Cruse 
[the National Bereavement 
counselling charity] in Central 
London, and the bereavement 
organisation I did find couldn’t 
offer me an appointment for 
four weeks. The state I was in, 
four weeks seemed like a life- 
time." 

Jenny finally got an ap- 
pointment with the counsellor 
attached to her local GFs prac- 
tice, but even that wasn’t easy. 

“1 had to seea GP who made 
the referral, but then I didn’t 
bear from the counsellor for 
over a week. When she did of- 
fer me an appointment it was 
three weeks away. I got more 
and more panicky because I felt 
that no-one would help me. 
Eventually I got a cancellation 
and saw her after ten days -but 
it was onty due to nay efforts.” 

John DOley of Cruse admits 
the delay between making the 
call and actually seeing a coun- 
sellor can cause problems. 
“Many of our brandies have no 
waiting lists, but there are some 
that find it difficult to cope with 
the demand,” he says. “We 
simply don’t have enough coun- 
sellors.” 

Lynn ty&lsh of the British As- 
sociation for Counselling be- 


eves that there is a common 
jsconcepdon about the num- 
as of counsellors available. 
Phere seems to be a general 
iedia perception that there are 
lousands of counsellors, avail- 
>le when anyone wants them, 
he fact is that there are wait- 
R lists- particularly in more 

ffalareas-andthedemandfor 

amseltorsisfar gneaterthan the 
srvices provided. 

“We are encouraging UPS to 

_ . Aiion if it’s 


attention.” , . . 

Although GPs can find the 
funds to employ counsellors, 
charities do not always have the 
resources. “We are constantly 
underfunded," John DOley says, 
“and Cruse is a fairly Uw pro- 
file charity. Dying and grief are 
still considered taboo for many 
people and they don’t want to 
be associated with a chanty 
that deals exclusively with be- 


reavement." 

Organisations offering coun- 
selling for other problems have 
■fmifar delays in offering ses- 
sions. London Marriage Guid- 
ance, for instance, offers 200 
appointments a week — and 
those are just in the evening - 
but there are still waiting-lists. 

“The public attitude to coun- 
selling has changed enormous- 
ly," says Judy Omnington, its 
director. “It is no longer seen 
as a sign of some sort of disor- 
der and there is no stigma- 
People are much happier about 
admitting they need help.” 

But Ms Omnington believes 
a delay might also be helpful in 
some circumstances. There is a 
difference, she says, between cri- 
sis counselling, which needs 
immediate help, and relation- 
ship counselling. “People have 
to come to terms with the idea 
of counselling and it’s better to 
let them adjust rather than 
rush them straight in to see 
someone," she says. 

But for people in crisis like 
Jenny, admitting they need help 
and then finding there is none 
immediately available can be a 
huge problem. “Once I realised 
I needed to talk to someone I 
felt panicky when I couldn’t," 
she says. “When I told my 
friends about my experience of 
trying to get counselling they 
were amazed. They ail thought 
the same as me, that getting an 
appointment was as easy as 
making a phone call.. It’s a 
shock when you find out that it’s 
not that simple - at a time when 
the last thing you need is any 
kind of shock at all." 
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Can you write the story 
of the year for 
six to nine year olds? 

Win £2,000 and have your story published 


THE INDEPENDENT 
Story of the Year 6 


The Independent/ Scholastic Story of the Year 
Competition, now in Its sixth successful year, aims to 
encourage top writing for the very difficult to please six to nine 
year old age group. To help you meet die challenge, some of our 
most successful novelists and scriptwriters wffl explain how they 
set about writing compelling narrative. AS. Byatt. Booker prize 
winning author of Possession, Babel Tower, Still Ufa, Angels and 
Insects tells Nicole Veash of the importance to her of research 


The big picture starts with the details 


I USUALLY start a book by gettir* lots 
of things that are the same together. 
Themes, ideas, a period in time. Then 

I do vast quantities of research. I steep 

myself in the voices of the era and I 
tend to read as much as possible. This 
can take months, really it should take 
years and it only stops when I feel a 
spark bring everything together. 

1 keep vast, exhaustive notebooks 
of all the information I have collect- 
ed This includes detailed plans on the 
order of the narrative. I write notes be- 
fore starting a book and then contin- 
uously throughout 

In my early life I was constantly in- 
terrupted With children, with teach- 
ing and I found that having the notes 
provided a certain continuity. I might 
have three or four A4 notebooks per 
novel which are absolutely foil to the 
brim. I usually end up making an ra- 
te just for my notebooks, so I can find 
the little details as soon as I need them. 

I used to go through 20 drafts of a 
novel, but then discovered that if you 
are pretty sure what you axe going to 
say before you put pen to paper the 
process is much easier. I now do one 
draft in ink and one on my computer. 



AS Byatt: 
“If you 
don't tike 
the slog 
of writing, 
you 

shoukbi’t 
be doing 
it*. 


It is important not to write what I 
call a dead noveL A dead novel is an 
imitation of other people's works. If 
your novel is dead then give up on it 
and do something else. But don’t go 
on and on. The unsuccessful writer 
hangs on to something that doesn’t 
quite work and doesn’t know when to 
get rid of it 

Increasingly, it is important for me 
to make my books real page turners. 
The avont garde thing that plot is te- 
dious and you should beridofitisone 

of the great mistakes for writers. 

There must be narrative. You have 
got to have motivation in a story. You 
must make the reader want to know 
what happens next. Sequence may be 
more ‘ ’ ' ’ 


really doesn’t matter. ItUing a good 
story is all-important. You have got to 
draw readers in. 

Characters never work if .they are 
based on one person you know. They 
need to be an amalgamation of at least 
two different people. The character has 
got to be independent of the original 
because tins frees you to develop a new 
identity, which in turn prompts a cer- 
tain moment um. 

Writing is a hard slog. You have got 
to do lots of research, but I actually en- 
joy this side of writing because I keep 
discovering new things People confuse 
the idea of research with school work 
and that’s a problem. If you don’t like 
the slog of writing, including all those 
months of research, then you realty 
shouldn’t be doing >L 

As a child I loved reading myths, 
fairy stories and legends. My mother 
had a book of Norse myths which was 
my favourite. It was a grown-up book, 
but I just read it and read it I also loved 
the Athurian legends. 

I didn’t like stories about children 
because I wanted to stop being a child. 
1 thought the Famous Five children 
were boring. When I got a bit older! 


read most of Dickens and Walter 
Scott I also adored Pilgrim’s Progress 
which I read over and over again. I like 
it because it has narrative drive and it 
is set in a mythical world. 

My own children loved being read 
to aloud, Beatrix RtferreaDy captured 
their imagination because her sen- 
tences are so beautiful. I read the whole 
of the Lord of the Rings aloud to my 
two older children. The thing with 
Tblkcin is that you get completely sub- 
merged into another world. 
I also read poetry to them. Walter De 
La Mare’s Come Hither was a won- 
derful collection of poetry for children 
which is now out of print. 

I think that children like long, 
complicated jingty language that they 
can savour. Not loo many difficult 
words, just enough to enjoy. 

Ifl had to choose something to take 
with me to a desert island it would 
probably be a book of Browning’s po- 
eliy because you can contemplate it for 
a tong time and I might need some- 
thing spirituaL Ifl know I*m going to 
be rescued I would probably take the 
complete Tfeny Pratchett because they 
are such fun. 
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Time to give working women a helping hand, Mr Brown 
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WITHOUT working women, many of 
them mothers, the world economy would 
collapse. An increasing slice of global 
household income depends on women's 
efforts outside the home. In most West- 
ern countries, “family” means an incessant 
struggle to balance work, home and chil- 
dren, in which most of the burden - still, 
whatever the alleged changes in men's role 
and sensibilities - falls on women. It is lime 
that this was recognised by the Govern- 
ment and acted upon. 

We are supposed to be having a grand 
debate about the reform of the welfare 
state. Just this week the Social Market 
Foundation, a think tank tilting right, pub- 
lished a pamphlet typical of the breed, un- 
der the portentous title “The Future of 
Welfare”. It contained 10 essays. One was 
by Frank, one by David, another by My- 
ron. another by Nicholas - . Not a single 
one was written by a woman. In it women, 
the motors of welfare provision in the real 
world, were invisible - except as demonic 


breeders of father ! ess children- Not a sin- 
gle contribution recognised the centrality 
of child-care in the household economy 
and the aching difficulty many real women 
have in trying to combine their domestic 
and occupational obligations. 

And that kind of male insouciance has 
been par for the course. The Beveridgean 
welfare state and the fiscal system that grew 
up post-war were at best paternalist; at 
worst they ascribed to women a marginal 
position as breeders and nurturers ... an 
index of women's position in the system 
is how few benefits are claimable by 
women in their own right, and bow long 
it took the tax authorities to recognise that 
women have an existence independent of 
the man in the house. Once, to be fair, the 
tax and benefits system tried to recognise 
the fact that a household with children bad 
vastly greater outgoings than one without, 
of which Child Benefit is the paltry lega- 
cy. But for most women of working age with 
children, the finan cial odds are tipped 


against them: their lifetime earnings are 
severely reduced by the feet of having had 
children. Our system penalises households 
with children -yet they are our engines of 
social reproduction. The place where the 
new generation is being shaped and so- 
cialised ends up poorer. Allegedly “fam- 
ily f rien dly" Tory governments have made 

that situation worse. 

The nub of the problem is child-care. 
Why axe lone parents who want to work 
so often unable even to respond to the in- 
centives the system offers to get off ben- 
efit (incentives which Chancellor Gordon 
Brown is striving to increase)? Why axe 
British women at higher income levels rel- 
atively so reluctant to offer their talents 
and efforts to the paid economy? The an- 
swer is child-care. There will always be a 
mixed economy of child-care provision. 
The state coaid do much more to provide 
or facilitate the provision of pre-school 
places. All those glowing reports you read 
about Wisconsin, the American state that 


egedhr has solved all its wclfareprob- 
nf 6 .. they neglect to mention 
Kh efaiid-care government agen<nes 

avide and even, where * * 
iphicaliy accessible, ptante mMhers 
Lh the means of transport to fettoiL 
The cutting edge of 

dng the tax take m favour of hwsen 

thchfldreo. This is the su^anceo^ 
mpaign we are launching 
me perfect world devised by a ***£ 
iven economist, die tax code 
encrustations, no rehefe OT allowances. 

it here in the real world, there are g»l - 
iled reliefs provided to Unclc 'tom 
jbbleigb and all - but not to that 
il group on whom society (yes indeed 
ere is such a thing) depends for its pos- 
rity. working mothers. _ 

If all employers were flexibly benefi- 


etow the age of 16. Whatever this dr a 
iture Chancellor mi^tt decide cm the bal- 
nce of taxation between the income 
ands, this ‘‘horizontal'’ redistribution 
etweeti households with and without ch3- 

ten is essential- . ' 

Gordon Brown inherited femity-im- 
,1 »!w» GnrtXfirvativeS. It 



rnid be asking a “““ ‘ v, r" 

ill in his first full budget m March, com- 
tted as he is to reworking state help to 
in low-income empfoyrnent- Welfare- 
■work is a priority, yes, but .Mr Brown 
ll realise that this needs to be seen in a 
der context Wamen - in ail households, {f, 
all income levels - have reservoirs of 
EH and energy. Too much of it is present- 

consumed in struggling to find satis- 

__ .,1 
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Smokers who sue 


EU arms trade 

THE Nobel laureates rightly 
draw attention to the need for 
tougher control over the arms 
trade (letter, 17 February). The 
British and French proposal for 
an Eli Code of Conduct states 
that the EU has “a special re- 
sponsibility to promote restraint 
and transparency" aver arms 
transfers, and that it seeks to “set 
high common standards". This 
is to be applauded. No European 
government has previously tak- 
en such a bold initiative. How- 
ever. there are certain essential 
standards that the Code must 
meet if it is to achieve these ob- 
jectives: and the current proposal 
falls short of all that is needed. 

All too often, EU states ex- 
port arms to dictatorial regimes, 
or to regions of instability. The 
UK continues to arm the au- 
thoritarian regime in Indonesia: 
Sweden is coasidering selling 
fighter jets to Chile, despite 28 
Latin American heads of state 
calling for an 3rms moratorium 
to avert an arms race: Germany 
and France are seeking to sell 
attack helicopters to Turkey, de- 
spite its appalling human rights 
record; and the Netherlands 
has recently licensed equip- 
ment to Algeria, in its current 
form, the Code could leave this 
unchanged. 

The criteria must dearly sale 
what the consequences of a 
breach of them will mean for 
arms exports. Tougher guidelines 
must be accompanied by dear 
multilateral consultation mech- 
anisms. The Code should also 
make reference to the need for 
a rigorous system of parliamen- 
tary scrutiny. In a democratic Eu- 
rope, parliaments, and (he 
public, must be able to hold their 
governments to account for their 
decisions on this deadly trade. 

We urge the member stales 
to seize tbe opportunity to 
make a substantial contribution 
to international human rights, 
development and security tty 
ensuring this initiative translates 
into an effective EU Code. 
MIKE AARONSON, Director- 
General, Save the Children; 
BARRY COATES, Director, 
World Dewlopmeni 
Movement: PAULEAVTS, 
Director, Saferworieb JULIAN 
FILOCHOWSKI, Director, 
CAFOD; MARTIN 
H ON E YWE LL. Associate 
Director, International Alert; 
LAN LINDEN . General 
Secretary, Catholic Institute for 
International Relations; 
DIANA MELROSE, Policy 
Director, Oxfam; DAN 
PLESCH. Director, BASIC; 

JANE WINDER, Director, One 
World Action 
London WCl 


Iraq and the UN 

THE measures which the U oil- 
ed Nations Security Council 
sanctioned to secure Iraq's 
withdrawal from Kuwait in 
1991 were soundly hased. But 
on that sound base, in the heat 
of the general condemnation of 
Iraq, the Uniied States secured 
the adoption of many resolu- 
tions which had very little to do 
with the original violation of in- 
ternational law. If the US had 
proposed public hanging of 
Saddam Hussein in front of the 
White House, the Security 
Council at that time would 
most probably have approved. 

The threatened bombard- 
ment hence cannot be justified 
in this instance by reference to 
the formal resolutions of the Se- 
curity Council. It should accord 
instead with the Charter of 
the UN. One of the basic re- 
quirements for mounting an at- 
tack on a sovereign state is that 
there should be an impending 
threat of use of force by that 
state. No one has produced any 
evidence that Iraq is going ro 
attack any neighbouring state. 


Mere possession of lethal 
weapons in itself does not make 
a case for attack; if that were 
so, several members of the 
Lloited Nations, including most 
of the permanent members of 
tbe Security Council, would 
be suitable targets. 

Dr KABIR-UR-RAHMAN 

KHAN 

Edinburgh 

The writer is former Senior 
Lecturer in the Department of 
Public International Law, 
University of Edinburgh 

I AM dismayed that there has 
been so little concern for the 
possible effects of an American 
air strike against Iraq on the 
global environment. 

In the devastation caused by 
burning oil wells during the 
.Gulf War, not only was a 
beautiful and unique wilderness 
area destroyed, but coral 
reefc and fisheries were dam- 
aged, and bird migration 
was impeded on a vast scale. 
Much damage is said to be 
irretrievable. 

FJ PRITCHARD 
Mahvm, Worcestershire 


WHAT seems to have been 
least taken into account is the 
possibility of an American- 
Britisb mllitaty assault on Iraq 
igniting a chain reaction that 
leads to international nuclear 
war. 

Whatever the dangers posed 
by tbe Baghdad regime, tbe 
headlong military rush by 
Washington and London 
threatens to replace a very 
dangerous situation with a fa- 
tal one: out of the frying pan 
into the nuclear fire. If one les- 
son stands out from the histo- 
ry of war, it is that wars are far 
easier to start than to finish. 
DAVID SAWYER 
London NJ6 

Hunger in Sri Lanka 

IT IS particularly depressing 
that Large numbers of people in 
Sri LanJca should be suffering 
from severe malnutrition (“For- 
gotten victims of war in Sri Lan- 
ka", 10 February) as that 
country was one of the first de- 
veloping countries to bring its 
Infant Mortality Rate (1MR) 
down to a level indicating that 


chronic, persistent hunger was 
no longer an issue. Continuing 
enlightened policies kept the 
IMR down to 17 per thousand 
even in 1996, after many years 
of civil war. 

Even more depressing is 
the damage being done to the 
long-term prospects of those 
children who survive. Malnu- 
trition stunts growth and re- 
duces IQ; lack of specific 
micronutrients such as iodine 
reduce it further {when their 
contribution to the cocktail of 
debilitation and disease is not 
fatal). These losses cannot be 
made up later - there is no sec- 
ond chance. Lack of zinc and 
vitamin A also reduce the re- 
sistance of children to tbe ram- 
pant malaria which your report 
mentions. 

Tbe Sri Lankan govern- 
ment has provided an exam- 
ple to other countries with its 
distinguished record of pro- 
viding for the basic needs of 
all of its people, in difficult cir- 
cumstances. Let it not falter 
now. 

BILL LINTON 
London NI3 


RSC community cane 

DAVID LISTER puts the Roy- 
al Shakespeare Company’s de- 
fence of its Newcastle season 
veiv well ("Bond of the Bard 
broken as theatrical friends 
fell our", 14 February)- What he 
does not mention is the success 
and vitality of the RSC’s com- 
munity and education work in 
the north-east, which is left de- 
scribed by Michael Bogdanov 
as a "failure". 

For the record, over tbe 
past 21 years, community and 
education work by the RSC has 
affected a whole generation. 
Each year in Newcastle, our 
education department works 
with more than 5,000 students, 
in up to four workshops a 
day. and holds regular in-ser- 
vice training sessions with 
teachers. 

In addition, there bas re- 
cently been an extensive pro- 
gramme of community events, 
including pre-show discussions 
and presentations, work in pris- 
ons and remand centres and 
Special projects with disadvan- 
taged groups, including the 


deaf community and adult un- 
employed population. 
ADRIAN NOBLE 
.Artistic Director 
Royal Shakespeare Company 
Stratford-upon-Avon, 
Warwickshire 

Powell’s resting place 

“LYING in state” is hardly a 
correct description of the prac- 
tice whereby the body of any 
member of the Westminster 
Abbey family, of which the 
late Enoch Powell, being a reg- 
ular attendant at both St Mar- 
garet’s Church and the Abbey, 
was a much-respected member, 
is allowed to rest in the Abbey 
overnight before tbe funeral 
(report, 16 February). 

Perhaps those clergy who 
are so incensed at the decision 
taken by the Abbey authorities 
to allow this should be asked if 
they would disallow such a 
tribute to a regular member of 
their own church’s congregation 
amply because of his or her po- 
litical beliefs. 

JAMES BOWEN 
Northwood, Middlesex 


SMOKING causes lung cancer 
- there's no question about 
that. And it causes other can- 
cers and heart disease and dis- 
eases of the blood vessels too. 
But then alcohol -causes cir- 
rhosis and sunbathing causes 
skin cancer and we don’t find 
people taking brewers and 
travel agents to court ("The sto- 
ry tobacco firms don’t want to 
hear", 13 February). 

As a doctor. Tribe delight- 
ed to see tobacco banned al- 
together. The reduction in 
human misery and NH5 ex- 
penditure would be immense. . 
But the risteofanoiringand its 
addictive nature have .been 
well known for 35 years, a ; 
still people have chosen to' 
sznoke. Tbhaccocompamesaie 
not responsible for people 
smoking, arty mare than bak- 
eries are responsible for obe- 
sity or car manufacturers for 
dangerousdriving. 

Of course T am sony for 
people with smoking-relaied 
diseases - my colleagues and I 
spend much of pur time and 
much of tbe country’s money 
trying to help them, that let 
them accept some responsibil- 
ity for their own lwes^and not 
try to shift the blame onto 
those who supplied what they 
wanted. 

HUGH J THOMSON 
Birmingham 

I LIVE in a world where I bat# 
to stand in the cold to smoke,'/ ' 
am faced with no smoking signs 
everywhere, no smoking areas in 
restaurants and pubs, and a cul- 
ture that treats smokers as sec- 
ond dassdtizens. On the shelves 
are all sorts of products to per- 
suade me to give up and despite 
all this I still cany on smoking. 

I do it because I like smoking, 
and when I decide that I do not 
like smoking, then I will give up. 

It is about time we stopped 
watering down very good law 
that has stood us in good stead 
for centuries to make way for 
laws that blame everyone an&. 
everything but the person wh? 
made tbe choice. 

JOSEPHINE HUSSEY 
London N8 

Masons in the dock 

IT IS to be hoped that along 
with judges and other legal per- 
sonages, Members of Parliament 
and above all cabinet ministers 
will be required to state their 
membership, if any, of the 
Freemasons. It would also be 
helpful, in criminal cases, if the 
accused were stmilaiiy required 
PAMELA DONOHUE - 
Sheffield 


Dear Mad Butcher . . . Perhaps not. Dear Mr Hussein, here is a remarkable offer 



MILES 

KINGTON 


EVERYONE hopes that Kofi Annan will 
fly to Baghdad with a note from the UN 
to sort out Saddam Hussein. However, 
Kofi is not exactly beating a path to his 
door. And this is for a good reason. The 
good reason is that it takes a lot of time 
to work out the best wording of a note from 
the UN to Saddam Hussein. 

1 mean, for a stark hew do you address 
him? As “Dear Mr Hussein”? Or “Dear 
Saddam"? Or “Dear Mad Butcher of 
Baghdad”? 

And even if you work out the best open- 
ing. what kind of letter do you then write 
to him? 

Just how tricky the whole thing, is is 
shown by the many drafts through which 
that note has already gone. Some of 
these drafts are available on the Internet, 
and for those of you unfortunate enough 
to be without a weblog*, I bring you to- 
day some of the first versions of that note 
to Saddam Hussein. 


1. Dear Saddam. This is just to intro- 
duce myself. My name is Kofi Annan, and 
I am the new Secretary General of the 
United Nations. I notice from our books 
that we haven’t seen you at one of our 
meetings for a long time, and your sub- 
scription is now well overdue. T wondered 
if l migh t stop by and talk about this and 
other problems? yours sincerely ... 

1 Dear Mr Hussein, As the bread- 
winner in your family, do you ever worry 
about what might happen if you were 
struck down by a heart attack? Or even 
worse, by a bomb that fell suddenly out 
of the sty and destroyed you along with 
your presidential palace? Well we at 
United Nations Retirement Funds can help 
you with this sort of problem - and before 
it happens! ... AU you have to do is ... 

3. Dear Saddam, I represent an or- 
ganisation called the United Nations, 
which is currently in your area at the mo- 
ment. We specialise in weapons inspec- 


tions, location of biological war tools, lo- 
cation of landmines, etc, and we would be 
prepared to do an ABSOLUTELY FREE 
inspection of your country to check on war- 
fare potentiality. All we would need is un- 
limited access For a period. You would 
receive a free copy of our report and we 
would keep one ourselves. A representa- 
tive will be calling soon to discuss this 
FREE offer ... 

4. Dear Saddam Hussein. Hello! 1 am 
the new via ting pastor of the local United 
Natioos Church, and I would like to 
make myself known on a one-to-one 
basis so that we can discuss the personal 
problems with neighbours that crop up at 
any lime ... 

5. Dear Mr Hussein, This letter is part 
of a chain that has been in existence now 
for THIRTEEN YEARS, and if you break 
that chain you wifi bring CATASTRO- 
PHES AND DISASTERS upon yourself. 
This is serious. All you have to do to avert 


these DISASTERS AND CATASTRO- 
PHES is to write at the bottom of the let- 
ter “I renounce all use of chemical and 
biological weapons" and send it on to the 
next name in the chain, who is Kofi An- 
nan, c/o United Nations, New York ... 

6. Dear Mr Hussein. I am delighted to 
be able to tell you that you may already 
have won $10,000,000,000 in a Lilting of 
Embargo Superdraw! Yes, you could be 
the lucky winner in this Lifting of Embargo 
Superdraw, which could win you 
$10,000,000,000 in lifted embargoes! And 
all you have to do is send the enclosed en- 
velope back! Yes. that’s all you have to do! 
Oh, and also sign the enclosed form, say- 
ing that you don’t mind anyone coming in 
and inspecting your weapons sitesl That’s 
it! That’s ALL you have to do to be a win- 
ner, Mr Hussein! But don’t forget - this 
has to be done by the end of the month' 
Otherwise we will kill you. Good luck, Mr 
Hussein! 


7. Dear Mr Hussein, We are 
ed to tell you that you have beei 
ed by the United Nations Visa.Cs 
for a MasterLoan offer of up to 

lvr\n * i ..... .. _ * _ 
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--. new schools ... new books for 
schools... new packets of spaghei 
new schools for little Iraqi chfldret 
kindergarten pasta pictures with 
home to their mummy and dadd< 
toeir mummy and daddy say, “E 
good! Thanks to Saddam Hus 
sane foreign policy we are being 

hllf nn>. rn » .. ° 
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Interested? Wb thought you 

So send for details of the Unite 
visacand Masterloan Aid Plan 


This isa new Internet wt 
J®* which I hope will core 
wm ' v ork out a meaning j 
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w»K lan and wm > Sorr y- 
have to try harder 



hamish 

McRae 

the case for 

junk: mail 


On Monday, my spouse received a letter 
from a couple of friends, Alan and Wfll urg- 
gtVe up her subscription to this 

I suppose it was understandable that our 

of lhe fonner ^ S 

*^erBut me tone of their letter was odd. 
It addre^ed Frances as Mrs McRae instead 
of usmg her Christian name. It fa fled ro note 
that I happened to write a column in both 
the daily and the Sunday Independents. It ig- 
nored the fact that she, as Frances Giiracrol, 
had wnttoi for The Guardian for lOyears and 
for The Observer before that. Or that I had 
been financial edi tor of The Guardian for 14 
years before coming here. It even managed 
to misspell the surname of the editor of The 
Guardian below the (correctly spelt but 
frizzy) imprint of his signature. 

Odd? Well, not really because of course 
the fetter had not been sent by Alan or Will 
at all. It had been sent by a computer. 

It was just one example of the extraor- 
dinary deluge of junk mail which now 
arrives through the letter-box every day - 
I guess Idee most people half of the stuff we 
receive is not sent by someone we know but 
simply because we are on some mailing list. 
Ai some stage in the past we must have done 
something which indicated that we read The 
Independent and the list was bought by the 
Guardian group. The development cjf cheap 
computing power has enabled databases to 
be built which tell producers of goods and 
services a lot about us. Our banks of course 
know an enormous amount about our 
spending patterns, our phone companies 
know about our communications patterns, 
our supermarkets (if you have a loyalty card) 
know our weekly purchases, and so on. 

This aggregation of data is common 
throughout the developed world but in 
Britain there is a further twist. Our postcode 
system, which enables an address to be iden- 
tified to within a few houses, has had the 
side-effect of enabling British homes to be 
classified in a more precise and detailed way 
than any others in the world. 

But at the moment, despite the plethora 
of loyally cards, specialised lists, and post-code 
classification, it is all very crude. The typical 
response rate on a standard mailing is 0.75 
per cent; anything over 1 per cent is consid- 
ered to be excellent So more than 99 per cent 
of the junk mail is just that Add in the irri- 
tation factor and the waste is enormous. Ws 
suffer the invasion of our privacy - being on 
crude mailing lists where our details may well 
be wrong- without any of the advantages of 
better and more targeted services. 

This is now starting to change very fast 
for the whole system is becoming much more 
intelligent. At last communications are 
reaching a stage where producers of goods 


and services can know enough about their 
customers to be able to help them. Used eth- 
»caUy. the potential benefits to humankind 
arc magnificent. 

Three examples, one from the present 
and two from the near future. The present 
one concerns the way books arc distributed 
on the Internet. Go onto the net and 
search for a book. You will find not only how 
to buy it through Amazonxom or the var- 
jous other on-line ordering systems. You also 
get details, reviews, comments, maybe a link 
to the author's home page if he or she has 
one, the ability to add in your own com- 
ments, suggestions of other books of a sim- 
ilar vein, and so on. I found my own book 
on the future cross-referenced to Frances's 
new one on the future of telecommunica- 
tions. In short, the net is already making 
precisely the connections which the junk- 
mailing computers fail to do. 

Now throw this forward a few years. Your 
car signals to the dealer (though the mobile 
phone) when it needs a service, telling the 
dealer what has been happening to its fuel 
consumption or whatever other information 
the dealer needs, ft also tells the dealer how 
many miles the car is being used in town, 
what routes are being used and so on. The 
dealer can contact you and explain that if 
you switched to a new model, there would 
be a saving ofx pounds a year on fuel. And, 
if you change route to and from your work- 
place that would savey pounds, in short, the 
service provider would be using the infor- 
mation intelligently not just to sell something, 
but to enable the customer to have either 
a higher standard of living or a better qual- 
ity of life for the same input of money. 

Now take this a stage further. Suppose 
all the information about your income, 
spending, borrowing and saving could be clas- 
sified centrally and analysed, perhaps by your 
bank. It would be possible to see whether 
you were spending too much for safety, bor- 
rowing at an unnecessarily high rate of in- 
terest. putting too much or too little into a 
pension, or paying an unnecessarily high rate 
of tax. The bank could then comb its cus- 
tomers’ accounts, and genuinely help them 
manage things better. It might suggest small 
adjustments in the way the customers man- 
aged their finances that would enable them 
to have a generally higher standard of liv- 
ing; the bank might on the other hand be 
able to improve its own services, tailoring 
them more precisely to what their customer 
needed. A! the moment these services are 
available to the very rich, who can afford the 
personal attention of highly paid people. 
What the information revolution does is to 
democratise this process, making available 
to ordinary people the quality of service pre- 
viously only available to the very rich. 

Of course there are dangers. Obviously 
there is the privacy issue. There are also dan- 
gers of social and economic exclusion. We 
are in danger of creating a system that works 
for all but the minority who do not have suf- 
ficientpurchasing power to be worth trying 
to woo. For the most of us, however, any- 
thing that enables producers to connect more 
closely to the desires and needs of customers 
must improve the efficiency of the economic 
system. That is what better information about 
people can do. The developed world is go- 
ing to have to rely increasingly on improved 
quality of information about the way peo- 
ple live their lives to drive living standards 
hi gh er. We have already extracted most of 
the cost advantages that can be gained from 
increased efficiency in manufacturing; the 
next stage has to be increased efficiency in 
services and in distribution. Junk mail won’t 
do that; intelligent analysis of what people 
really want will. 


Amnesty’s latest fear: how our 
genes may determine our fate 



ANDREW 
BROWN 
THE SCIENCE OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS 


If modern biology can disas- 
semble humanity into a kind of 
molecular Meccano, what sense 
docs it make (o talk about hu- 
man rights? This question is not 
new. Its classic expression was 
in Brave New World (written by 
the brother of a leading biolo- 
gist of his day), and the most 
succinct statement of the prob- 
lem was made by Stewart Brand 
in the Whole Earth Calah&ie 30 
years ago, when he said, “We 
are as Gods, and might as well 
get good at it." 

The godlike status of biol- 
ogists in the public imagination 
is shown by a harrowing story 
that Ian WQmut, the scientist 
who doned Dolly, tells. Fol- 
lowing the publicity his exper- 
iment generated, he received a 
phone call from a woman 
whose two-year-old daughter 
had died ofleukcmia four days 
before. She wanted a copy of 
her daughter. As a man with 
three children himself, he said, 
“I have a suspicion that if wc 
could do it, wc would: we’d 
wave the magic wand and have 
the child back.” But even if hu- 
man cloning became safe and 
possible, he said, it will never 
give scientists that sort of mag- 
ic wand. What cloning a dead 
child would do would be in- 
stead to make a new, different 
individual, who may well grow 
in a slightly different way. And 
this, be thought, would be not 
be fair to the new person, who 
would grow up constantly mea- 
sured against an impossible 
template. “It would probably be 
an unreasonable pressure to 
copy a child under those 
circumstances.” 

He made these remarks at 
Oxford, during his contribution 
to a series of lectures on 
biology and human, rights. 
Jonathan Glover, whose turn it 
is to lecture tonight, agrees that 
the link between genetics and 
human rights is subtle. “Much 
of the development of ethics 
since Brow New World was 
published has been to ask why 
we are affronted by that future, 
and how to defend our revul- 
sion from it." Biological de- 
terminism, the doctrine that we 
are shaped by ourgenes, is ob- 
vious nonsense, he says. The 
deeper problem is whether we 
are entirely conditioned by the 
interplay of our genes and our 
environment, and so could be 
moulded to taste if both were 
controlled. “Aldous Huxley was 
a genius and saw this. Since 
then we have come further 
than the very crude forms of 
utilitarianism that ruled in 


Brave New World, in which 
people were simply after plea- 
sure. We have realised that 
people value variety, self- 
determination, and the chance 
to shape their own lives, too." 

The pursuit of autonomy for 
its own sake may lead away 
from Brow New World. It will 
not take us to utopia. The 
biggest theme that has emerged 
in the course of these Amnesty 
lectures is that any threat to hu- 
man rights posed by biological 
technology comes from an en- 
tirely new direction. Not all the 
speakers would agree with 
Wilmut that an injustice would 
be committed against a child if 
it had been produced as a 
done of a dead sibling. But all 
would agree that it is not the 
state which threatens to use 
these techniques dangerously, 
but rather individuals acting 
within the free market. The 
classic example of state abuse 
of reproductive technology has 
been the campaigns of abortion 
and forced sterilisation car- 
ried out in China and parts of 
India. In democratic India, re- 
vulsion against the campaign 
helped to bring down one of 
Indira Gandhi's governments, 
and compulsory sterilisation 
has long since ended there. But 
in its place has come the wide- 
spread selective abortion of 
female foetuses, simply because 



fatal, which among other things 
causes the sufferer to lose the 
distinction between his body 
and the outside world, so that 
he gnaws continuously at his 
own lips and fingers and will, 
if not prevented, eat them. 

It is difficult to suppose 
that even the most ardent pro- 
lifers. confronted with the 
reality of such a child's fate, 
would not suppose it were bet- 


race or the nation as the unit 
which Darwinism shapes.” 

It is true that parents pick- 
ing and choosing among their 
potential children on the basis 
of their individual genes is 
clearly different from picking 
and choosing among whole 
population groups. But there is 
one case where the Nazi ide- 
ology and the free market prac- 
tice might intersect: sexual 


Questions raised by reproductive ethics may 
demand that governments curb the actions of good 
people acting inside wicked systems 


they would, if bora, be girls. 

That kind of abortion is 
about as erode as reproductive 
technology can get. Further 
developments may make it pos- 
sible to discriminate among 
embryos on the basis of much 
finer distinctions. Some of them 
are un controversial, except to 
the sort of absolutists who be- 
lieve that all embryonic life 
must at all costs be preserved. 
Jonathan Glover, a philosopher 
who is director of the Centre of 
Medical Law and Ethics at 
King's College London, will ar- 
gue in his lecture tonight that 
there are some rare diseases so 
horrible that an early abortion 
would be acting in the interests 
of the potential child, saving it 
from a short lifetime filled 
with pain. There is, for exam- 
ple, a condition called Lesch- 
Nyhan syndrome, invariably 


ter for it not to have been bom. 
But such dear-cut cases are few. 
More common conditions such 
as Down’s syndrome are much 
harder to judge. If sodety re- 
gards the presence of such a dis- 
ease as an acceptable reason for 
aborting a foetus,, this makes it 
harder to preserve equality of 
respect for those already bora. 
One might argue that then- 
human worth, if not their 
human rights, has been 
diminished. 

Nonetheless, the abortion of 
Down’s syndrome foetuses is 
very different from Social Dar- 
winism. or from Nazi eugenics, 
to which it is sometimes com- 
pared. “I get increasingly irri- 
tated by the facile use of the 
Nazi case in these debates. 
The modern idea of the gene 
as the unit of survival is very dif- 
ferent from their belief in the 


preference. If some parents 
will abort a foetus just for be- 
ing a female, it seems dear that 
some, given the opportunity, 
would do the same if tests sug- 
gested their child would oth- 
erwise be gay. Now. such tests 
may never be invented. It is ex- 
traordinarily unlikely that the 
whole spectrum of behaviours 
and affections clumped to- 
gether as “gay” are all deter- 
mined by the same factors, or 
that that all or even most of 
these determining factors op- 
erate in the womb. But it is at 
least possible that some do, and 
that within 50 years some cas- 


es of homosexual disposition 
will be detectable in the womb. 
What should sodety expect of 
parents then? Should it prohibit 
the tests that make such deri- 
sions possible? Should it de- 
mand that parents bring up a 
child whose sexual orientation 
they find repulsive or whom 
. they believe will be condemned 
to a life of unhappiness and iso- 
lation because of his condition? 
Such a belief could easily be- 
come a self-fuffiling prophecy 
in a society where abortion on 
grounds of sexual preference 
becam e established: the small- 
er a minority gays formed, the 
more miserable their lives 
might become. 

These are not questions to 
which any obvious or easy an- 
swer presents itself. They throw 
upside down the normal order 
of things in which Amnesty 
members find themselves pro- 
tecting, or trying to protect, in- 
dividuals from wicked 
governments. The questions 
raised by reproductive ethics 
demand that governments curb 
the actions of wicked individ- 
uals. They may even demand 
that government curb the ac- 
tions of good people acting in- 
ride wicked systems. After 40 
years of straggling against to- 
talitarianisms, human rights 
might have to t»kg on the mar- 
ket next 


*Gays, lesbians, straights - it’s time to treat us all the same 



which social attitudes towards 
homosexuality have evolved 


KATHY 

MARKS 

ON A LEGAL 
HOTCHPOTCH 


The European Court was quite 
explicit in its ruling yesterday on 
a lesbian railway clerk who 
wants a concessionary travel 
pass for her girlfriend. Euro- 
pean law does not protect 
homosexuals from discrimina- 
tion at work, it said, and it is up 
to legislators in member states 
to keep pace with changing sex- 


criminal law is also behind the 
times. This coming Friday, sev- 
en men could be sent to prison 
for up to five years by a judge 
in Bolton, Greater Manchester, 
for participating in group sex in 
a private home. 

The case, which was prose- 
cuted with a righteous zeal 
reminiscent of the 1950s, is a 
stark reminder of the existence 
of criminal legislation that an- 
gles gay men out for punitive 
treatment. All the Bolton de- 
fendants were over the age of 
consent, except one who was rix 
months short of IS, and all were 

fully consenting. The statute 
that they fell foul of was the 
1967 Sexual Offences Act, 
which decriminalised homo- 
sexual acts in private but 
restricted privacy to circum- 
stances in which only two 
people are present- They were 
convicted on the basis of home 

videos seized by police. 

It must have come as a cruel 
irony to these men to learn 
about a sado-masochistic sex 


nal code, which gives its bless- 
ing to orgies involving people 
of the opposite sex - and, inci- 
dentally, lesbians - but brings 
the full force of the law down 
on like-minded gay men. 

But it is not only the curious 
definition of privacy which 
would have to be abolished for 
homosexuals to be treated as 
equals before the criminal law. 
Hundreds of gay men are still 
prosecuted every year for ar- 


ia oral purpose” - sex between 
men - has long been legal. It 
does not relate to prostitution, 
but to men who “cruise" for 
partners in public places. 

If these two offences, both 
of which criminalise consenting 
sex between adults, were 
scrapped, the precarious legal 
position of gay men would be 
transformed. (The 1533 buggery 
law could be repealed, too, 
since anal intercourse is now ]e- 


The penal code gives its blessing to 
orgies involving people of the opposite 
sex, but cracks down on homosexuals 


ual mores. 

Gay men and women had 

pinned their hopes ion w*oiy ^^^^“policeinactab 
for lisa Grant, which wool a after their 

havegivenffiOT^^Bto ooly stayed fong 

pensions and atba enough to ascertain that it was 

ment-related benefi^ N D rivate function, for straight 

they must look to Wtetminster 

to refonn the domestic statot 20 Thus events within in a short 

that treat them as seecmd-ciass .,^ 3 ^ northern town 
citizens in the workplace- neatly encapsulated one of 


ebaic offences for which there 
is no heterosexual equivalent 
Several of the Bolton men, 
for instance, were convicted of 
gross indecency, the crime that 
landed Oscar WQde in Reading 

GaoL Gross indecency, first 
outlawed in 1885, became the 
classic offence used to charge 
men who engage in “cottagmg” . 
The Mayor of Burnley was 


indecency last year after police 
lay in wait for him in a public 
toflet Then there is the quaint- 
ly-phrased crime of “soliciting 
for an immoral purpose", which 
dates back to the Vagrancy Act 
of 1898 and remains on the 
statute books although the “im- 


gal for everyone and rape leg- 
islation has been extended to 
cover assaults on men.) 

These reforms would not 
give men a licence to engage in 
flagrant displays of sexual be- 
haviour in public. As pointed 
out by Martin Bowley QC, 
chairman of a working party 
that has produced a consulta- 
tion paper on changes to this 
area of law, offensive conduct 
could be adequately dealt with 
under an amended Public 
Order Act Under the new Act 
such behaviour would be treat- 
ed as a public nuisance rather 
than a genial crime, and a 
member of the public would 
have to see and be offended by 


it for a prosecution to be 
brought. Currently, only a po- 
lice officer needs to witness it. 

The problem of tinkering 
with easting legislation, though, 
is that it would prolong the 
piecemeal approach of the past 
100 years which has resulted in 
a legal hotchpotch of anomalies 
and contradictions. It would be 
far better to introduce a new 
sexual offences law that, instead 
of distilling the values of the 
Victorian Age and 1950s 

Middle England, mirrors the at- 
titudes of a modem society. 
This new law should be based 
on the principle of equality of 
sexuality which (given that the 
age of consent is almost certain 
to be equalised at 16 later this 
year) is hardly a controversial 
approach. 

But for this to happen, there 
would need to be a compre- 
hensive review of the legisla- 
tion, a task that has not been 
undertaken since 1957, when 
the Wolfenden committee pub- 
lished the report that led to the 
1967 Act When wise men and 
women finally do put their 
heads together, they should 
consider not just inequities in 
the law, but discriminatory en- 
forcement and sentencing. 
When a couple had sex in 
broad daylight on the bonnet 
of a car at Heathrow Airport 
last year, for instance, it was re- 
garded as rather amusing and 
they received a conditional 
discharge. Contrast that with 


the substantial fines that are 
regularly meted out to men ar- 
rested in the middle of the 
night 

Sexual law reform is never 
high on the political agenda, but 
ft would be an honourable gov- 
ernment that resolved to tack- 
le it And during the last age of 
consent debate in 1994, Tbny 
Blair spoke passioaately in 
favour of equality of sexuality. 

A new statute should have 
three aims: to protect minors, 
to uphold public decency and 
to provide sanctions for rape 
and sexual assault Our legis- 
lators should be quite dear in 
their minds that the law’s prop- 
er function in this area is not to 
enforce a pattern of morality, 
but to protect vulnerable mem- 
bers of sodety. 

The philosophy that the law 
has no place in the bedrooms 
of consenting adults was, infect 
accepted by the Wolfenden 
committee - wrecking amend- 
ments to the 1967 bill created 
the restrictive privacy clause. 
Had the report been property 
implemented, the Bolton case 
could never have been brought 

The Crown Prosecution Ser- 
vice, in a letter justifying the de- 
cision to press charges against 
the seven men, pointed out that 

Parliament “still draws a dis- 
tinction between heterosexual 
and homosexual acts". This 
distinction has never been ap- 
propriate or just; but in 1998, 
it is indefensible. 
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DTI set to raise limit on overseas holdings in BAe and Rolls 


By Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


THE GOVERNMENT is poised to 
raise the limits on overseas share- 
holdings in British Aerospace and 
Rolls-Royce, a move likely to boost 
shares in both companies. 

After longer than expected dis- 
cussions, the Department of Trade 
and Industry is understood to have 
agreed to an increase in the foreign 
ownership ceiling from 29 .5 per cent 
to 495 per cent The decision by min- 
isters follows a joint approach by Sir 


Richard Evans, BAe'sduef executive, 
and Sir Ralph Robins. Rolls-Royce's 
chairman, to Margaret Beckett, Pres- 
ident of the Board offrade. 

A British Aerospace spokesman 
said: “We are making good progress 
on the matter and look forward to 
an early response.” John Battle, the 
Industry Minister, confirmed the 
companies’ request in a written 
Commons answer last month. He 
said the DTI hoped to make an an- 
nouncement “relatively soon”. 

Yesterday, speculation about the 
move increased in the C3ty after BAe 


. said 29139 percent of its shares were 
in foreign hands, just short of the 
current limit set at privatisation. Hie 
identical ceiling for Rolls-Royce has 
twice been breached, which meant 
the last overseas investor to buy stock 
had to sell it back into the market 
The request for a raised foreign 
shareholding of just below 50 per 
cent was a compromise. BAe had 
preferred to see the limit disappear, 
altogether, but Rolls-Royce was 
concerned that a cefling of more than 
50 per cent would make the company 
a clear takeover target, possibly 


from a US predator. However, the 
Treasury had held up the agreement 
during heated disosstoos over BAe’s 
request for a government loan to- 
wards the development of a new 
range of Airbus aircraft 

Earlier this month the DTI sanc- 
tioned £123m of launch aid for the 
stretched version of the A340. BAe 
will bufld the enlarged wings for the 
plane; which challenges older ver- 
sions of the Boeing 747, but had 
warned it could shift work on parts 
of the programme abroad if the Gov- 
ernment failed to back the project. 


The Prime Minister, Tony Blair, 
is thought to have intervened in the 
discussions, overruling reservations 
from Gordon Brown, the Chancel- 
lor. One source said the Treasury had 

temporality “sat on” the foreign 

ownership issue during (be launch aid 
negotiations. 

Analysts yesterday forecast that 
foreign investors would quickly move 
to increase their holding in BAe and 
Rolls-Royce. The agreement could 
also open the way for partnerships 
with overseas investors. The new 
limits involve changing the articles of 


affiociation and need to be approved 
at annual shareholders’ meeting?. 

Brian Newman, of the brokers 
Henderson Crosthwaite,said dealers 
had been prevented from satisfying 
strong pent-up demand for shares 
from overseas institutions. 

expect the release of this de- 
mand will increase the proportion of 
shares in BAe aadRolls-Royce held 
by overseas investors to more than 
40 per cent by the end of the year 
and boost the share-price perfor- 
mance of both companies.” Shares 
in British Aerospace closed yester- 


dayatl790p f upl5p.^^ 
Royce shares fell 

Meanwhile, Smiths Industries, the 
aerospace company, has won orders 
worth 150m (£30m) to s^tyBoemg 

wth electronics for its 767 jetiteand 

to supply the US Navywth flight 

reconk«formmtaiyanCTaR_ 

The orders are the- latest TOr^ - 
Smitbs in the midst of a world-wide 
resurgence in the aerospace industry. 
Strong economies have prevented 
steeper declines in defence spending 
and airlines are using record profits 
to order more aircraft. 


FTSE 100 hits peak on 
record Budget surplus 


By Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


HOPES that Gordon Brawn, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
will introduce his promised Iflp 
starling rare of income tax and 
reduce National Insurance con- 
tributions for the tow-paid in next 
month’s Budget received a big 
boost yesterday from news of 
record income tax payments 
last month, thanks in part to the 
introduction of self-assessment. 

The Government made the 
hlghcst-ever monthly repayment 
of the national debt in Januaiy. 
The surplus of revenues over 
spending amounted to £l0.4bn. 
compared with £5.7bn in the 
same month Iasi year. 

The Chancellor should easily 
beat his £93bn target for gov- 
ernment borrowing in 1997/98. 
City experts predicted. 

The unexpected tax bonan- 
za in January led Malcolm 
Bruce, the Liberal Democrat 
Treasury spokesman, to accuse 
Mr Brown of building up a “war 
chest” of cash in time for the next 
general election. 

“These figures prove that 
the Chancellor has money avail- 
able to invest in schools and hos- 
pitals if only he is willing to end 
his dogmatic adherence to Tory 
spending plans.” he said. 


Bat the Q’ty welcomed the 
news. The feelgood factor, along 
with a rebound in Asian stock 
markets, merger mania and a 
buoyant start on Wall Street, 
helped the FTSE 100 index 
climb almost 90 points to reach 
5,709.5, a new all-time high. 

The surprise figures also 
boosted gilts, with the yield on 
10 -year government stocks 
declining to 5.S9 per cent, the 
lowest for 30 years. 

Simon Briscoe at Nikko 
Europe said: “In an era of low 
inflation and at this stage in the 
business cyde, the Government 
should be repaying debt” 
David Bloom at HSBC 
James Capel said the Govern- 


ment’s new system of rules for 
prudent finances was already 
proving its worth. 

Almost all the analysts who 
monitor the state of the Gov- 
ernment’s finances now expect 
the figure for the public sector 
borrowing requirement (PSBR) 
this financial year to turn out 
lower than the target, with most 
forecasts in the £ 6 bn to £9bn 
range. This would be the best 
result since 1991 - and still 
leave the Chancellor scope to fi- 
nance some of his tax pledges. 

The front-runners are a 
reduction in national insurance 
contributions for tow earners and 
the introduction of a lOp start- 
ing rate of income tax. 


January normally brings a big 
repayment of government debt 
because corporation tax receipts 
have, in the past, been clustered 
in that month and October. 
However, the surprise this time 
around came from high income 
tax receipts. 

This was partly due to the 
introduction of self-assessment, 
which reduced revenues in De- 
cember but boosted them in 
Januaiy by around £2bn. Total 
income tax revenues were 
£ 11 . 8 bn, more than twice 
December’s level and more than 
£3bn higher than in Januaiy 
1997. 

Allowing for that, tax rev- 
enues were still more buoyant 
than expected in the latest 
mouth but just below the Trea- 
sury's target for the year to 
date. Total receipts have grown 
by just over 7 per cent in the first 
1 G months of the financial year, 
compared with the 8.1 per cent 
forecast 

The underlying reason for the 
improvement in the PSBR as a 
whole has been tough control of 
spending by Whitehall depart- 
ments. This was lower than a 
year earlier, whereas the de- 
partmental spending plans the 
Chancellor adopted from his 
predecessor allowed few a 1.7 per 
cent increase for the year. 


Beckett admits pound is hurting 

THE GOVERNMENT last night acknowledged the impact the 
strength of sterling was having on industry; bat did not bold ont 
a hint of Government intervention, saying business should con- 
centrate on “trades that depend less on price and more on quality”. 

Margaret Beckett, President of the Board offrade, said she 
understood why firms found it difficult to deal with the pound's 
sharp rise against continental currencies in a short period of time. 

i know that the Bank of England is fully aware of the 
circumstances of manufacturers, and of the problems exporters 
are having to deal with,” Mis Beckett said. 

“The judgement they are now charged to make each month 
cannot be easy, but we must all remember that they have to take 
a view across the whole economy, not just a part, even as important 
a part as manufacturing.” 



Record receipts; The introduction of self-assessment boosted income-tax revenues in January Photograph; Chns Wfctt 


Drugs giant set to 
reveal merger 
details next month 


By Lea Paterson 

SMI THKLCNE Beecham yes- 
terday signalled that its block- 
buster £ 100 bn-plus merger with 
Glaxo Wellcome, designed will 
create the biggest drugs com- 
pany in the world, was on track. 
The two groups will unveil their 
merger plans early next month. 

In his first comments since 
talks between the two drugs 
giams were announced last 
month, Jan Leschty, Smitb- 
Kline's chief executive, said 
yesterday: “The proposed 
merger ... represents a com- 
pelling strategic opportunity 
for both companies to enlarge 
their industrial position and 
enhance shareholder value." 

He insisted that the merger 
was a way of maximising the 
effectiveness of research and 
development spending, a key 
issue facing pharmaceutical 
companies in an increasingly 
competitive market. 

Mr Leschty also indicated 
that the combined group was 
likely to keep its clinical services 
arm. despite speculation that it 
could have been a casualty of the 
merger. The division recovered 


strongly in 1997. SmithKline 
dismissed criticism of its acqui- 
sition of DPS, its troubled phar- 
macy benefit manager. And Mr 
Leschty insisted it made a use- 
ful contribution to the group and 
would continue to do so for 
years to come. 

Analysts said yesterday that 
SmithKline was tikety to sell its 
nutritional divtsioa, which 
makes Ribeoa and Lncozade, as 
a result of the merger. However, 
SmithKUne refused id be drawn 
on further details. 

Mr Leschly's comments 
came as SmithKline unveiled a 
7 per cent rise in 1997 pre-tax 
profits to £1.65bn at what is 
likely to be its last annual results 
presentation as an independent 
group. Ignoring the strength of 
the pound, which wiped £157m 
off earnings, profits rose 17 per 
cent. 

This strong trading perfor- 
mance was driven by a jump in 
profits from its pharmaceuticals 
division. Sales of Seroxat, its 
anti-depressant which is an al- 
ternative to Prozac and trades 
as Seroxfl in the US, rose36 per 
cent Augment™, an antibiotic, 
and its vaccines portfolio also 



Jan Leschly; Broke silence 
on Glaxo deal yesterday 


showed good sales growth. 

Meanwhile, a 17 per cent rise 
in profits at its consumer health- 
care division was driven by a 
sharp rise in sales of Aquafresh 
toothbrushes and tooth pastes. 
Nicorette patches and chewing 
gum, designed to help smokers 
kick the habit, have also shown 
rapid expansion with annual 
sales reaching £273m. A string 
of new drugs contributed to the 
profits rise and SmithKline in- 
creased its research and devel- 
opment expenditure by 17 per 
cent to £842 m. 

SmjthJdme's shares rose 2 p 
to 837p. daxo's shares rose 22p 
to 1961p. 


Barclays shares slide as 
merger plans stay vague 


By Chris Godsmark 


Shares in Barclays, the banking 
group, sank 6 per cent yesterday 
as the City expressed its disap- 
pointment at a lacklustre set of 
full-year results and the absence 
of positive news on merger plans. 

News of a £500m share buy- 
back programme failed to cheer 
analysts, many of whom had 
been hoping for a bullish state- 
ment on future strategy. 

But although Martin Taylor, 
Barclays* chief executive, said the 
case for further rationalisation 
was "compelling", he refused to 
comment specifically on the iden- 
tity of possible merger partners. 

One banking analyst said: 
"Consolidation rumours have 
driven this share price up, and 
if he [Mr Thylor] doesn’t say any- 
thing positive on consolidation 
soon, people are going to get a 
bit worried.” 

Persistent takeover rumours 
- in particular, speculation 
about a possible link-up with 
Nat West - have sent Barclays' 
share price soaring in recent 
months. Since the autumn, 
shares have risen by more than 
a third. But yesterday they shed 
118p to close at 1813p. 

Barclays’ pre-tax profit for 
the year to December slumped 


26 per cent to £1.7bn - lower 
than expected - prompting un- 
favourable comparisons with 
rival Uoyds TSB, which last 
week unveiled record 1997 
profits of £3.2bn. 

The sell-off of parts of BZW. 
Barclays’ former investment 
banking arm. was the main rea- 
son for the profit faH Two weeks 
ago, the bank admitted that it 
would take a £ 688 m hit follow- 
ing the sale of its equity and cor- 
porate advisory businesses. 

The City had already been 
told abont the BZW figures, but 
was surprised yesterday by the 
size of sortie other costs. 

The bank has set aside an ad- 
ditional £25m to cover compen- 
sation for non-priority cases in 
the pensions mis-selling scandal. 
It also said yesterday prepara- 
tions for EMU and the year 2000 
would cost a total of £400m. 

If the UK enters EMU on a 
retail basis, where the currency 
w 01 be used on ihe high street, 
Barclays will incur a further 
£300m in costs as cash machines 
and other types of technology 
are changed. 

Barclays took the opportu- 
nity yesterday to spell out its de- 
gree of exposure to Asia. The 
bank has an exposure of £ 1 . 2 bn 
to Korea, Indonesia and Thai- 


land. 15 per cent of which is in 
the corporate sector. Barclays 
has made an additional provi- 
sions of £45m to cover the in- 
creased risk of default in Asia. 

When questioned about the 
possibility of mergers in tbe 
banking industry, Mr Taylor 
reiterated his view oa rational- 
isation in tbe sector. 

He said: "I think the argu- 
ments for banking consolidation 
in the next decade are ab- 
solutely compelling. There is no 
doubt at all that we'U see a sub- 
stantial reduction in the num- 
ber of international banks." 
Although he expected there 
would be cross-border mergers, 
"you do tend to get domestic 
consolidation first, for all sorts 
of reasons”. 

But Mr Taylor would not be 
drawn into a discussion of Ukety 
merger partners for Barclays, 
although he admitted "cultur- 
al incompatibility" could destroy 
shareholder value. 

Mr Taylor also provided de- 
tails of Barclays' new struc- 
ture, which will come into effect 
on April 1. The bank is to be re- 
organised into four groups: 
Retail Financial Services, Cor- 
porate Banking. Barclays Glob- 
al Investors, and Barclays 
Capital, tbe remnants of BZW. 
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Indonesia sacks bank 
chief in currency row 


THE ASIAN crisis showed no 
signs of abating yesterday as 
Indonesia fired the governor of 
its central book, and indicated 
it was moving ahead to peg the 
rupiah to another currency even 
as mounting objections made it 
likely tbe plan would lack the 
credibility it needed to succeed. 

President Suharto gave no 
reason for dismissing Bank In- 
donesia governor Soedradjad 
Djhvandono. He replaced him 
with Sjahril Sabirin, a central 
bank director seen to lean 
favourabty towards a so-called 
currency board. Mr Soedradjad 
was let go because “he op- 
posed the currency peg, and it’s 
a sign that Suharto is vety much 
ready to implement the peg,” 
said one currency strategist 

However, Steve Hanke. the 
Johns Hopkins University econ- 
omist advising Indonesia on the 
currency board, shrugged off in- 
ternational objections, saying 
they were misplaced. “It's quite 
a mystery what’s going on,” he 
said. Mr Hanke dismissed op- 


position from the International 
Monetary Fund, the US and the 
European Union, saying the 
peg would stabilise the rupiah 
and help Indonesia meet the re- 
form requirements under the 
IMF’s $40bo (£24.4bn) bailout. 

His comments pulled up the 
rupiah, which recovered to 9,450 
to the dollar after falling 0.5 per 
cent earlier in the day. 

Meanwhile, the UK gov- 
ernment has launched an iaii; 
tiative to increase the ambunfP 
of European technical assis- 
tance available to the troubled 
Asian economies. The initiative, 
which will focus on financed sec- 
tor restructuring, is being de- 
veloped in the run op to the 
ASEM 2 Summit on 3-4 ApriL 
when Asian and European 
leaders meet in London. 

The Treasury said Gordon 
Brown, the Chancellor, and 
Clare Short, Secretary of State 
for International Development, 
discussed their ideas with Jim 
Wolfensohn, World Bank Pres- 
ident. when they met yesterday. 


HAGGAS 

’ ’ ■ ‘ 

JOHN HAGGAS PLC . 
INTERIM statement 

Interim results for the 6 months to 
31.12.97 
£*000 

{.unaudited) 

Nei turnover 2^340 

6 months to 
3L1Z96 

rooo 

funaaditedi 

Year to 
30.06.97 
.£000 
f unaudited) 

21, 241 

43,787 

Profit before taxation 703 

Taxation ^232) 

UG7 

(431) 

. 2,222 . 
(685) 

PPofic attributable 
to shareholders 4.7 ^ 

Interim dividend ( 332 ) 

876 

(331). 

1,537- 

.(995) 

Retained profit j-g 

54 5 

; 542 

wnungs per scare , lp ^ . 
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OUTLOOK 

ON CONSOLIDATION 
IN HIGH STREET 
banks and the 
good news on 
government 
finances 


We need more competition in banking, not les 


Goc*l news. if Martin Taylor, chid exec- 
utive of Barclays, gels his wav. National In- 
surance will he reformed in such a way in 
the Budget as to help create kits of low paid, 
unskilled jobs and provide Ihe incentive to 
unemployed people to fill them. 

Bad news. If Martin Taylor gets his way, 
Barclays will soon be allowed to merge 
with National Westminster Bank, de- 
stroying 20.WKI jobs in the process, many 
of them low paid and unskilled. Margaret 
Beckett doesn't much like the idea, and 
nor does Gordon Brown, if the truth he 
known, but Mr Taylor is reported to be 
■Working on them. 

Is there not just the faintest hint of a 
difference between what Mr Taylor 
preaches and what he practices? Next 
month, Mr Taylor will be producing a re- 
view forthe Government on reform of the 
tax and benefit system - again, all designed 
to get people off benefit and into work. 
Indeed, this is to be the central theme of 
the Budget itself. And it is Mrlbylorwho 
has been advising Gordon Brown on it ail. 
Meanwhile, back in tbe day job, Mr 
Taylor is shedding labour as fast as he can 
sign the redundancy cheques. 

How docs he manage to sleep at 
night? To be fair on Mr Tbylor. there’s 
nothing wrong or unreasonable with as- 
piring both to public-interest tax and ben- 
efit reform while at the same time 
pursuing the supposed competitive needs 
of his own business. The problem is that 
the two things pull in different directions. 

Getting ihe long term unemployed 
back into work requires more than reform 


of un and benefits. It also requires job 
creation and since the long term unem- 
ployed tend to be unskilled, that means pri- 
marily at the lower end of the pay scale. 
Unfortunately, this is also where toe extreme 
competitive pressures placed on companies 
by the process of globalisation and tech- 
nological advance are at their most brutal. 

With his heart Mr Taylor wants to 
create more jobs for the benefit-depen- 
dent to fill. Reality Is meanwhile destroying 
them at breakneck speed So with his hold 
Mr Thylor is ensuring that he keeps his 
bank competitive by playing the fullest pos- 
sible pari in the process. 

Growth in service sector activities like 
catering and leisure is to some extent eas- 
ing the pain but the big demand in de- 
veloped economies these days is for 
skilled, knowledge-based labour. Even Mr 

Taylor is being forced to recruit IT spe- 
cialists as fast as he is shedding his clerks, 
os amply demonstrated by the big jump in 
underlying costs that Barclays recorded last 
year. As fast as Barclays cuts its labour and 
other overheads, it Is forced to give it all 
back on extra IT spending. Outgoings on 
the millennium bug and preparations for 
the single currency come on top. 

Though he was refusing to say anything 
about it yesterday, Mr Taylor wants to lake 
the process of change much, much further. 
He wants to merge with NalWcst to 
create a national champion capable of 
punching its weight in Europe and beyond. 
If we don't do this, his emissaries claim, 
we’ll get left behind. Europe after the ad- 
vent of the single currency will become the 


plaything of a small number of dominant 
national players, they argue. 

Think of Britain now, with its relatively 
small number of retail banks, some erf them 
with very high market shares. That's 
what the European market will look like 
10, 20 years from now, the argument goes. 
Those countries that prevent this process 
of consolidation from happening will end 
up with their banking market overrun by 
those who do. 

Are ministers going to buy this? Are 
they really prepared to allow big job cut- 
ting mergers even as they are trying to 
promote policies that create employ- 
ment and force the benefit dependent back 
to work? Tony Blair seems to have become 
so beholden to the forces of big business 
that anything seems possible. Who knows, 
Mr Taylor may even be right. It may in- 
deed be the case that a small number of 
dominant national players are more 
capable of competing abroad than a 
larger number of less dominant ones. 

But is such hegemony also capable of 
creating a more prosperous, vibrant and 
competitive national economy? All the ev- 
idence is the other way. Think back 15 
years to the overpriced, low quality ser- 
vice that was the British Telecom mo- 
nopoly. Dismantling it has been a long and 
hard fought process but few dispute that 
the cod result has been anything other than 
overwhelmingly positive. We now have 
Europe's roost competitive telecommu- 
nications market. That’s been good both 
for jobs in telecommunications and related 
services, and for the general competi- 


tiveness of the British econ^-^ 
really want togo the otherway m ’ 

The stock market may have bee 
appointed by Barclays’ profits y<*^ay 
butin feet retail banking profits arc now 
reaching levels which everyone eke «d 
legitimately regard as «»ss«ve. The^ 
for policymakers to address such^cess 
is not through the crude medianism of a 
windfall tax, but by protecting and nur- 
turing a properly competitive environment 

Britain has too few banks, not loo mai^. 
Mr Taylor is a persuasive character but 
the end good economics and sound judge- 
ment will win the day. Maybe. 

Big question for 
the Iron Chancellor 

The news on the government's finances 

has been so good it is starting toseem too 

good to be tree. Happy is the Chancellor 
who meets his spending targets without 
apparent difficulty, can afford to pay tor 
some cherished Budget giveaways like the 
I Op starting rate of income tax, and can 
soil predict a big enough improvement m 
the borrowing requirement that the Lib- 
eral Democrats, Britain’s last |ax-and- 
spend party, can accuse him of building 
up a war chest for the next election. 

In fact the war chest is a red bemng, 
diverting attention from the fact that the 
Labour Government inherited a truly 
awful position from tbe Tories. The national 
debt had doubled under John Major spre- 


mierehip, aad 

rowi "S I SS 0 Im fc sb<*ld 111 

economic Q« le tout war chests is 

pjus. The nme “ J^uXy in toe bag- 
when the surplus good to 

be true, despite uoru dent fis- 

and welcome «■■*■£“ Twtat wffl 

■fisssgi 

far from secure. ^^^ bUc Tect 0 r pav. 

SSs?- 

already weakened since 1 May. 

^ere is no reason for alanmsmuVrttb 

in a few months Labour tas * 

better than the CotBavanvesatnmffl®^ 
pSbhe puise. But even this 

ton eau not eliminate the big 

lies behind allolheta when it oou.es loGou- 

e^ment spending; how down pay forihe 

improvements in public sconces so many 
people want when voters are so resistant 
lohigber taxes? Tbe Chancellor is unlflce- 
to have the answer when be gets up 
deliver his Budget speech on 17 March. 


Grade in line for £1 m 
a year as chairman 
at First Leisure 


By Andrew Yates 

MICHAEL GRADE, the out- 
spoken former head of Chan- 
nel 4, could receive more than 
£l.lm a year in his new role as 
chairman of First Leisure, h was 
revealed yesterday. Mr Grade, 
who joined the group last June, 
is to receive a basic salary of 
£510,000 a year. On top of that 
he could earn up to £625,000 
under a special tailor-made 
long-term incentive plan. 

Michael Payne, the group's 
managing director, also con- 
troversially received a £79,000 
bonus for agreeing a new three- 
year contract, which directly 
flouts corporate governance 
. guidelines. Mr Payne was pre- 
viously on a 12-month contract, 
in line with recommended prao- 
tice. Mr Payne also received a 
20 per cent pay rise, collecting 
a total of £315,000 in 1997 
compared with £188,000 the 
previous year. 

Fust Leisure's annual report 
also revealed that John Conlan. 
the group’s former chief exec- 
utive who left in the wake of Mr 


Grade’s arrival, received a total 
pay-off of £1.5m. Nick Tamblyn, 
who used to head up the 
group's bingo and health and 
fitness division, received a total 
of £459,000 after also leaving 
the group abruptly last June. 

Tbe directors’ bonanzas 
come against tbe background of 
dwindling profits and a slump 
in the share price. Pre-tax prof- 
its for the year to October fell 
to £41.5m (£42.1m). Its shares 
have fallen by almost a fifth to 
303 .5p over the last 12 months, 
underperforming the market by 
more than 30 per cent. 

Institutional shareholders 
expressed concern at the reve- 
lations. One said: “A salary of 
over £500,000 looks a lot for a 
company of First Leisure’s size. 
Maybe he needs the money to 
keep him in cigars" - a refer- 
ence to Mr Grade's trademark 
accessory. Another said: “This 
bonus for extending the 
contract looks unjustified." 

Mr Grade has also been 
issued with 651,757 share options 
which can be exercised at 313p 
a share. Mr Tamblyn retains op- 


tions over more than 150,000 
shares despite his pay-off. 

First Leisure said yesterday 
that it wanted to give Mr Payne, 
who is 60-years old. a three-year 
contract to ensure he remained 
with the group. “This was an ex- 
ceptional case. Wc wanted to 
prevent him from moving to a 
competitor or retiring," said a 
spokesman. 

First Leisure also claimed 
that Mr Grade’s total salary had 
not increased since he was 
working with Channel 4. He 
received £450,000 at Channel 
4 as well as £60.000 a year in his 
former role as non-executive 
director of First Leisure. 

The group refused to com- 
ment on what criteria Mr 
Grade would have to meet to 
receive his maximum annual 
bonus. However, a spokesman 
said it would be more 
demanding than conditions im- 
posed on John Conlan. 

Mr Payne and Graham 
Coles, the group’s finance 
director, both made £86.000 
from the group’s long-term 
incentive plan last year. 


Foreign & Colonial 
ibans staff from its 
funds' boards 


By Andrew Verity 

FOREIGN & Colonial, the in- 
vestment manager, yesterday sil- 
enced fierce criticism from the 
City by ordering all of its empl- 
oyees who are directors of client 
investment trusts to step down. 

Seven employees, including 
James OgQvy. the new chairman 
of Foreign’ & Colonial, wifi 
step down as non-executive 
directors of eight investment 
trusts run by the fund manager. 

' No employee wifl be allowed to 

v serve on an investment crust 

' board while running its funds. 

Andrew Barker, a senior 
fund manager, will step down 
from the Foreign & Cokmial In- 
vestment Trust, the £22>bn flag- 
ship of which Kenneth Clarke, 
the former chancellor, is a 
director. 

In an unusual move , r« L. 
also said it would let investment 
trusts cut F&Cs contract as fund 
s manager from two years to one, 

without any compensation. 

Robert Jenkins, who joined 
the fund manager as ctuet 
executive last month, said- 
initiative we announced today 
gpes above and beyond what is 
currently- considered bes 

.. practice in the industry- 

“The essence of toe issue is 
. the perception of a conflict [of 

mterestjandtlwperceptiMf 
nrmnorinma that arises 



Incentives: Michael Grade could earn up to £625,000 a year through a tailored L-tip 


Royal Bank rules out higher price for Midshires 


from dual responsibilities. We 


are doing absolutely everything 
that could possibly be done 
within the limits of Foreign & 
Colonial’s management" 

F&C. which manages £4-5bn 
in client investment trusts, has 
been under attack for months 
from shareholders such as 
Hermes. Shareholders ques- 
tioned whether a director could j 

be impartial in judging toe per- 
formance of a fund manager 
while also being an employee. 

The battle came to a head 
last month when Hermes, the 
pension fund, and City of Lon- 
don, a fellow shareholder, vot- 
ed to oust the entire board of 
BraziL toe Brazilian Smaller 
Companies Investment Trust, 
run bv Foreign & Colonial. 

The board included F&C s 
former chairman, Michael 
Hart, who was replaced by Mr 
Ogflvy in January- Mr Haitnow 
heads up the Association of In- 
vestment Trust Companies. 
Shareholders of investment 

trusts were also concerned that 

fund managers often bad two- 
vear contracts, allowing them to 
claim compensation if they were 
ditched for performing badly. 

Tbe City yesterday wel- 
comed the move as a big step 

forward in efforts to dean up 

the investment trust mdustty 
and called on others to follow. 

Shares in investment tnKts run 

by F&C were all marked up tty 

around 2 per cent each. 


By Andrew Verity 

ROYAL Bank of Scotland has 
ruled out the possibility of rais- 
ing toe offer price for Birm- 
ingham Midshires Building 
Society beyond a range of 
£605 tn to £630m, despite cl ai ms 
that it significantly undervalues 
the society. 

Birmingham Midshires is fee- 
ing renewed protests from 
policyholders angry that it is 
being sold at a “knock-down, bar- 
gain basement price" much low- 
er than its likely market value. 
Tbe society said the offer, made 
last August, valued the compa- 
ny at 12 times its earnings, while 
a spokesman for Royal Bank said 

the multiple was over 14. 

But policyholders complain 
that the City now sees much 
greater value in societies which 
have converted to banks. 


Northern Rock trades at a mul- 
tiple of 24 times earnings while 
Halifax is at 30 times earnings. 

Save Our Building Societies, 
a St AJban's-based lobby group, 
is aiming to gather 100 signa- 
tures of Birmingham Midshires 
members, enough to force a 
special meeting to discuss the 
bid. So far, the group has gath- 
ered 60 signatures. 

Tbe group also questions a 
part of the deal under which 
Mike Jackson, chief executive 
of Birmingham Midshires, will 
be offered a senior executive 
role within Royal Bank, in- 
cluding a seat on the bank’s 
board of directors. John Leigh- 
field, chairman of Birming- 
ham Midshires, will also be 
offered a position. 

Bob Goodall, a spokesman 
for the lobby group, said: “We 
believe the takeover is wrong 


in itself. But, apart from that, 
is the price on offer seriously 
undervaluing Birmingham Mid- 
shires? We argue the society is 
worth a lot more than the bank 
is offering." 

Mr Jackson said: “We are 
continually reviewing ‘the stock 
market, and the prices in the 
banking sector, with our ad- 
visers. Wfe are working towards 
achieving the top end of tbe 
agreed range and we have no 
current plans to seek to review 
tbe value with Royal Bank of 
Scotland." A spokesman added 
that Mr Jackson and Mr L e ig h - 
field had been absent when the 
board of the society voted on 
the offer from Royal Bank. 

Royal Bank claimed market 
prices for banks are unusually 
high and Birmingham Mid- 
shires described valuations as 
“freakish 1 '. Both said there were 


no plans to bring the bid further 
into line with the markets. “You 
are seeing a unique set of dr- 

cumstances where the banks are 
significantly overvalued,” a 
spokesman for Royal Bank said. 

City analysts view the bid as 
low- even taking into account 
assurances given by Royal Bank 
that staff would keep their jobs 
for three years. “If I was a 
policyholder I would prefer to 
get more money for it," one 
leading analyst said. 

On tbe basis that the offer 
price would be shared evenly 
between the 1 million policy- 
holders at Birmingham Mid- 
shires, each can expect around 
£630 in rash or shares. If the so- 
ciety was sold on a valuation 
s imilar to other converted 
societies, it is believed that 
policyholders could expect up 
to twice as much. 


Freeport plans £45m designer shopping village in Yorkshire 


By Andrew Yates ^ 

FREEPORT Leisure, tbe property group, 
yesterday unveiled plans to build the 
biggest designer shopping and leisure 
village in Europe. The 30-acre retail 
development wifl be built near Pontefract 

in Yorkshire. . 

The new village will be on the site of 
the former Glass Houghton coalmine and 
wfll cost £45m to build. It will include 
250,000 square feet of retail space as well 
Z bare and restaurants. . 

The development forms part of a grand 

I oto to regenerate tbe area. Whitbread, toe 

i leisure giant, is understood to be planning 


to build an indoor ski slope, a hotel and 
restaurants next door to Freeport Leisure’s 
development Together, the schemes could 
bring thousands of new jobs to the area. 

Freeport Leisure revealed yesterday that 
it had cashed in on disappointing high- 

street sales in the run-up to Christmas. 
Shops were left with huge amounts of 
excess stock after Christinas which they 
were forced to off-load to Freeport Leisure 
at vast discounts. Customers have been able 
to pick up bargains on up-to-date fashion 
ranges. The group offers clothes from high- 
street retailers such as Next and Laura 
Ashley at half price. 

This will be Freeport’s fourth site and 


Christie’s board considers 
£500m consortium offer 

THE BOARD of Christie’s International, the auction house, 

S^tobelockedmamee^lastnightdi™ 

a £500m offer from a consortium of mestots led byJiB 
Warburg. It is understood that tbe investment bank, wtuen 
together a group of wealthy mdMduals to natethe 
approach; tabled a formal offer on Monday mght- 
made its initial approach to Christie’s before CtamBBM t foe 
Lewis, the Bahamas-based businessman who owns 29 9 per 
cent of the company, will be the key to any deaL 

Kwik Save name change 

THE KWIK SAVE name could be retained for just 200-300 
stores under the proposed £L2bn merger agreement between 
Kwik Save and Somerfield. It is thought that almost 1,000 of 
the combined group’s 1,400 supermarkets wflJ trade under one 
national brand, which wffl be Someifield. Around 200 would 
dose, with the remainder trading under the Kwik Save for- 
mat concentrating on a more focused discount concept. The 
Gateway and Food Giant formats would disappear completely. 

Telefonica delays BT decision 

TELEFONICA, Spain’s dominant telephones company, yes- 
terday postponed for a week a decision on whether to press 
ahead with an alliance with British Tdecom. The Spanish group 
last year switched from an alliance with AT&T to agn an agree- 
ment with BT and its US partner MCI, but the deal collapsed 
with fee failure of the BT-MCI merger. The original deal would 
have seen BT pay some £300m for a 2 per cent stake in 
Tfelefonica. with the Spanish group buying 1 per cent of BT 

Agreement on due diligence 

VENTURE capitalists wffl from today only be able to sue 
accountants for limited sums in any dispute over due diligence 
work. A memorandum of understanding on liability capping 
brings to an end 15 months of talks prompted by the Big Six 
ymmtnnry firms’ agreement in October 1996 that venture capital 
due diligence work would be subject to standard terms. The 
British Venture Capital Association, with represents the 
leading firms in the field, responded by complaining to the 
Office of Fair Trading. 

Warning on rail link 

NOT building the Channel TUnnel Rail Link to St Pancras 
station would cost the taxpayer more than £1.4bn, Labour 
MPs were told yesterday. The figure, produced by Camden 
council, includes £900m worth of projected losses incurred 
by Eurostar by the year 2001. 


COMPANY RESULTS 
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it plans to open another three villages with- 
in the next few years. It has recently opened 
in Braintree, Essex, and is expanding its 
original site at Hornsea, north of HulL 

Tb fund the rapid expansion Freeport 
is likely to launch a rights issue in the near 
future and is considering forming joint ven- 
tures with other property groups. Freeport’s 
shares reacted positively to the news, 
jumping 30 Jp to 289Jp as it announced 
a rise in pre-tax profits to £1 .4m (£1 .02m). 

Factory outlets and out-of-town retail 
villages have become extremely popular 
over the last few yearn, drawing customers 
from the high street with offers of cheap 
designer dothes. 


TOURIST RATES 


Australia (dollars) 
Austria (schillings) 
Belgium (francs) 
Canack ($) 

Cyprus (pounds) 
Denmark (kroner) 
Finland (markka) 
France (francs) 
Germany (marks) 
Greece (drachmae) 
Hong Kong (S) 
Ireland (punts) 


13737 

Italy (lira) 

2.863 

2030 

Japan (yen) 

203.57 

59.70 

Malta (lira) 

0.6286 

2.3059 

Netherlands (guilders) 

32538 

0*437 

Norway (kroner) 

EL 13 

11.08 

Portugal (escudos) 

294.03 

8.83G 

Spain (pesetas) 

244.04 

9.6717 

South Africa (rand) 

7.7531 

Z8953 

Sweden (kroner) 

D.99 

457.07 

Switzerland (francs) 

23327 

030 

Turkey (lira) 

355,817 

1.1567 

USA (5) 

1.6003 


Source: Thomas Cook 
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WPP: At a glance 

Marks value; £2l9ta, share price 297.5p (+12.5p) 

five-year record 


1997 

Turnover (£bn) 6.03 6.01 


6.55 


7.08 


7.29 


Pte-tapratis^*- / •■i77 - : - • 

Eaminus per share (p) 4.9 7.9 9.5 13.7 15.7 


Operating Profit 

of total group. % . 


Advertising 

64% — — 


Spedafist 
comrrRirtcattQns 
19% 



Information and 


PuMc retahjns 
and affairs 
4% 


Share price 

pence 

300 



S 
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WPP looks for 
further growth 

WPP is an object lesson in the virtues 
of bottom fishing. Although investors 
who backed Martin Sorrell s attempt to 
build an advertising empire by debt- 
fundod acquisition in the late 19S0saiI 
but lost their shirts, those who got in 
when the future looked bleak have done 
extremely well. In seven years, the share 
j price has risen elevenfold. Of course, 
Mr Sorrell, through his lucrative share 
scheme, has also pocketed a few bob. 

As with all recovery stories, the trick 
is calling the point when the recovery 
is complete and the company starts per- 
forming in line with the usual ups and 
downs of its industry. Analysis have sig- 
nalled that point several times in the 
past, and been surprised. Yesterday's 
results, which showed pre-tax profits 
rising 16 per cent to £I77m last year, 
show that WPP is still improving. 
Knock out the effects of the strong 
pound, and profits w ere up 28 per cent 
Operating margins unproved by a full 
percentage point to 1 1.8 per cent. 

Can it get any better? Mr Sorrell - 
who needs to get the WPP share price 
above 304p and keep it there for two 
months to receive his final tranche of 
shares - dearly thinks it can. He sees 
no reason why WPP should not make 
similar margins to competitors like 
Interpublic and Omnicom, which enjoy 
a return on sales of 13 to 15 per cent. 
So he is targeting another 1 percentage 
point margin improvement, to I3.S per 
cent, this year. 

Given (hat WPP is still picking up 
plenty of now business, that looks 
achievable. Mr Sorrell expects the 
global advertising market to grow by 
about 5 per cent in the coming year, 
and thinks WPP will take market 
share. Although .Asian turmoil will 
dampen grow th. Mr Sorrell believes 
those markets will prove lucrative in (he 
long term. 

Then there is WPP’s cash flow. 
Large acquisitions are apparently too 
expensive, but the company spent 
£6Sm on a string of smaller deals Jast 
year, and is looking for more. Even so. 
there is enough left over for WPP to 
buy back £50m of its own shares this 
yea' - twice as much as it had originally 
planned to. 

So where does this leave WPP 
shares, up 125p to 297 op yesterday? 
Compared with their US peers, they 
look cheap. But. even taking a con- 
servative assumption of 4 percent rev- 
enue growth in foture years and further 
slight margin gains. WPP's earnings 


should grow at about 15 per cent a year. 
The WPP recovery may be over, but 
with the shares trading on a market 
rating they still look good value. 

Sell-off plans fail 
to lift Alpha 

SHARES in Alpha Airports, the airline 
catering group, have crash landed in re- 
cent months Yesterdays announcement 
that it had derided to get out of duty- 
free retailing failed to hall the fall. Its 
share price fell another 1.5p to 7Ip, 
almost half the 1994 flotation price of 
140p when it was hived off from Forte. 

Getting out of retailing makes 
sense. Threats to the future of duty free 
in 1 999 and the end of BAA franchises 
at Heathrow and Gatwick spell trouble 
for the company. 

However, the group shocked the 


market by announcing a £14m hit to 
dose kitchens at Heathrow and write 
down the value of its troubled catering 
business at Orly airport in Paris. 

Kevin Abbott, the new chief 
executive, admits the credibility of 
the group is strained and is trying to 
do something about it. The proceeds 
of the retail business, perhaps £60m to 
£ 70m. will be poured back into airline 
catering and ground handling. 

An expansion of cut-price airlines 
throughout Europe could also trigger 
opportunities. Alpha is already work- 
ing for easyJct and is bidding for deals 
with GO. the new BA discount airline. 

However, the catering market is still 
dogged by intense competition. And Sri 
Lanka apart. Alpha s experiences in 
Asia have not been happy. Alpha 
admitted yesterday it might pull out of 
a planned investment in Hons Kong at 
acustof£1.2m. 

Two potential purchasers are said to 
have shown interest in Alpha’s retail di- 
vision but no buyers have emerged so 


far. And Mohamed Ai Fayed, the 
Harrods boss who holds a 28 per cent 
stake in Alpha, has not as yet been 
tempted to buy up the rest, which may 
say something for its prospects. 

Analysts forecast pre-tax profils of 
£29m, before the £14m write-off, with 
earnings likely to be flat the following 
year. That puls the shares on a prospec- 
tive price-earnings ratio of 7, a sharp 
discount to the market But given the 
uncertainties surrounding the group 
that rating looks justified. 

Sedgwick figures 
reassure market 

DOOM and gloom has surrounded the 
insurance broking market for the last 
few years but Sedgwick yesterday gave 
hope that there may be light at the end 
of the tunnel. 

What used to be meat and drink to 
Sedgwick - commission income for 
arranging insurance for corporations 
- is beginning to look like crumbs from 
the corporate table. Many multina- 
tionals prefer to self-insure. Meanwhile, 
two giant American predators, Aon and 
Marsh & McLennan, are lying in waiL 

Against that background. Sedg- 
wick managed to increase underlying 
profits by an impressive 19 percent Al- 
though the strong pound restricted 
profits to £101 22m, or 6 per cent. 

Sedgwick’s strategy of shifting away 
from dwindling commission income to 
fees appears to be working. Noble 
Lownctes. the big UK benefit consul- 
tants. now makes up a quarter of the 
group's profits and last year saw a 14 
per cent growth in income. Sedgwick 
has also proved adept at moving into 
emerging markets and also claims to 
have become the biggest insurance 
broker in Eastern Europe. 

The illusive merger between 
Sedgwick and Willis Corroon remains 
just that. Sax Riley, the chairman of 
Sedgwick, points out that, as with 
accountancy mergers, clients may not 
always be happy. And Willis Corroon 
last week made it dear it was deter- 
mined to remain independent. 

Even so. Sedgwick should be able 
to continue to improve earnings and 
dividends at a decent rate. Its results 
pleased the market causing its shares 
to rise 5p to 146p yesterday. Analysts 
forecast earnings per share rising from 
12.8p to 13.4p this year, putting the 
company on a forward p c ratio of 
under 1 L With a yield of 4.8 per cent 
to underpin the price, the shares are 
beginning to look attractive. 
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TONY DYE. boss of UBS fond management 
arm PDFM. flew out to Genera recently' to 
have a paw-wow with his opposite number 
Garv Brinson, Chicago-based boss of SBC 
Brinson, who has been anointed head of aU 
institutional asset management in the newly 
merged investment bank. 

After they'd had their little chat over 
-Kaffee und Kitchen". Mr Brinson offered his 
new underling a lift back. Mr Dye, of course, 
expected “a lift back” to mean a trip to Geneva 
airport in Mr Brinson’s hire car. In the event 
the duo were wafted to Luton airport in Mr 
Brinson’s private jet. They' do things so much 
better in Chicago.... 

Lord Fanshawe is retiring from the board of 
Sedgwick after 50 years with the insurance 
broker. He joined the board in 1984 and served 
as chairman from 1993 to 1997. He certainly 
lasted longer than 90 other Sedgwick em- 
ployees who are to lose their jobs this year. 

The redundancy announcement came yes- 
terday as Sax Riley, (he current chairman of 
Sedgwick, revealed the group s 1997 figures. 
As Mr Rflev addressed the analysts' meeting 
yesterday morning, he said that he hoped the 
good figures from the group “would be a good 
omen for events m Trinidad this afternoon", 
referring, of course, to the Jast day of England's 
Test match against the West Indies. 

The gathered analysts, however, could 
only recall how England’s cricketers have 


i 

hear a pin drop. 


manufacturer of microbiological laboratory 
equipment with sales of £3m based ]^’^ d ’ 

bL-fo the Mr Perry has worked fOTReed 

International and has been chairman andchirf 
executive of the Birmingham Mint Group. 

Incidentally, did you know te Adair 
Turner, head of the CBL is a second amsin " 
of Anthea Thrner, the television presenter? 

* Speaking of Titans of Industry, Sir John 4j 
Harvey-Jones has hit the headlines with his 
announcement that he now devoies 20 minutes 
a day to Transcendental Meditation (TM). 

Sir John, the former chairman of ICT, The 
Economist and Grand Metropolitan, is still one 
of the country’s best-known industrialists. As 
such he will visit a head-hunting firm. The 
Devonshire Group, tomorrow as it moves to 
new offices in the City. Pan of the visit will 
involve Sir John in taking a psychometric Jest 

Such tests are used by companies to fry to 
attract employees with the right character for 
the job, although how answering daft questions 
- such as, ‘'Would you rathei be a novelist or 
a ctockmakerT’ -hdpsin the process beats me. 

A Californian-based drugs company has hired 
its second heavyweight Russian politician in £ , 
month. ICN Pharmaceuticals has recriiiled r 
Sergei Gryzunov. Russia's former minister of 
press and information between 1994 and 
1996, as vice president of public relations and 
communications for Europe. 

Mr Gryzunov was also deputy editor-in- 
chief of the Novosti Russian News, Agency, 
spending eight years in Yugoslavia as its chief 
correspondent. This follows the appointment 
of Andrei Kozyrev, former minister of foreign 
affairs, to ICN* s board. 

Milan Panic, chairman and chief executive 
officer of ICN, says the company is engaged 
on this hiring spree in order to become ’The - 
leading pharmaceutical company in Russia and 
Eastern Europe”. It looks like it’s well on the 
way, as it already employs more than 13300 
people in Eastern and Central Europe. Whtr : 
next? Mikhail Gorbachev?- vi.- 
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Bob Gavron (left) and Bob 
Phiffis of Guardian Media 


ALL is not well at the top of the Guardian Media Group. Rdf - 
monr readies me that Bob Phillis, newly appointed-chief exec- 
utive, has already locked horns with the extraordinary-looking 
Bob Gavron. founder of the St Ives printing group and GMG’s 
ebainnao, or “Minister wtthort ftntfoUo”, as he has been dubbed 
by those who are at a loss to work out precisely what be does 
round there. Apparently, the chilled atmosphere is m part due 
to GMG’s proposed link-up with the Dutch television produc- 
tion giant Endemol Entertainment. The two sides are setting up 
a television joint venture, chaired by Mr Phillis, that would take 
control of GMG's Broadcast Commanfcatkms. But Mr Garros 
is less than impressed by the deal, andhas told Mr PMUis so. 
No doubt we will read abontit all in The Guardian s me&a pages. 


Employers, 

find out how 

the Disability 
Discrimination 

Act affects 



Because the Act protects disabled people against discrimination in employment, it's in your interest 
to find out more. Cad 0345 622 633, textphone 0345 622 644 quoting 0CS1A, or fid in this 
coupon and send it to DDA Information Line, FREEPOST MID 02164, Stratford-upon-Avon, CV37 9BR. 
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New Intel 

Pentiumll Processor 

Based Systems 
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Simply Hie Best 
Money Can Buy 

Take a closer look at the 
amazing specifications of the 
new MJN systems based on 
Intel's fastest Pentium* II 
processors. These systems 
are unbeatable for 
specification, performance and 
price and are available on 
Interest Free Credit for a limited 
period. Order any of these 
systems early and get the 
superb colour Epson 600 
1400dpi inkjet printer FREE. 


MJN 300 - 


i Intel 300Mhz Pentium* II Processor 
i 128Mb SDRAM 
1 8.4Gb ultra ATA hard drive 

> 8Mb AGP x2 ATI Rage Pro (Expert <3 
Work) 3D graphics 

I PC-7V system with Teletext and video 
capture 

• 56K Rockwell flash upgradeable voice 
modem 

> Full Videophone including COLOUR Video 
Camera 

• 33 speed MAX CD-ROM drive 

> IS* SVGA 0.28dp screen (17* optional) 
i Creative LaW 3D wavetable sound 

i 512K pipeline burst cache 
i Voice recognition with IBM Simply 
Speaking GOLD 

i MJN ATX system with Intel 4401X PC97 
chipset 

> Premium speaker system (not shown), 
headset microphone and joystick 
i Windows 95, and Lotus Smartsuite 97* 

> All standard features including floppy 
dnve, mouse, keyboard, and standard 
ports 

i mg^ascnBOOCotaur pi ntBr O iaal cflferi 



£1991 


+VATV 

•63 

IntVAT 


Mod# 881 


MJN 333-2 


1 Intel 333Mhz Pentium* ll Processor 
128Mb SDRAM 
8.4Gb ultra ATA hard drive 
SMti AGP x2 ATI Rage Pro (Expert <S> 
Work) 30 graphics 

PC-TV system with Teletext and video 
capture 

56K Rockwell flash upgaoeaUe voice 
modem 

Fun Videophone Including COLOUR Video 
Camera 

32 speed MAX CD-ROM drive 
ir SVGA CtfSdp Nl screen 
Creative Labs 3D wavetable sound 
512k pipeline burst cache 
Voice recopiltion with IBM Simply 
Speaking GOLD 

MJN ATX system with Intel 440LX PC97 
chipset 

Executive subwoofer system, headset 
microphone and joystick 
Windows 95 and Lotus Smartsuite 97 * 

AU standard features inchjcBng floppy drive, 
mouse, keyboard, and standard ports 
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Moo® 882 


[Z3 0.4Gb Ham Disk 
^128Mt>RAM 

AGPx2 Graphics PpFn-TV 


FREE Pr 


Epson Stylus 600 
Cotoor Printer 

histstH; tost laoo 
colour prtntef u® Photo 
real colour tmong and 
laser sharp mono pnnuna. 
Nonnal pnee rsm 
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Buy NOW... 

•rey August 98 
Interest 
Free Credit 

| Bampte; mjn 300-2. Pay Just £202.10 
fW^notfBr^fererwjrtha. / 

SJ!®* 05 * VAT = £202:L ’ 

’^W’nthtnS months. Firanc 
to stains. Written delate available 

WCJUGSt. 


Teh 01282 777 555 

Telephone Sales Lines Open ver - ?:• - -.o; 
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Footsie surges past the 5,700 milestone 



market report 



DEREK PAIN 


Por the seventh lime this year 
Footsie climbed to a new peak 
- rushing ahead R 9.6 points to 

dose at 5.7093. With seconds 

!° *° 11 looked as though the 
index would miss the milestone 
of a 5,700 dose. Bui a sudden 

points surge ensured it 
ended at its best level of the 
day, comfortably into 5,700 
territory. 

The supporting indices also 

bit new highs, with the midcap 
over 5,000 for the first time, 
but once again it was a blue 
hips' party. 

The record January debt 
repayment, a rampaging New 
York opening and expectations 
of yet more corporate action 
spurred the stock market. 

Another, even more im- 
portant influence, was evi- 
dent - buying from domestic 
institutions. 

_ Many fund managers have 
this year been desperately 
oying to redress their earlier 
caution. They spent last year 
sitting on the sidelines, 
condemning the rampant 


Footsie display as an invest- 
ment aberration. 

Now they are scrambling tu 
catch up. Many must be un- 
der intense pressure from 
their trustees, dismayed by the 
poor performance of many 
funds. 

The sale by Accor, the 
French hotel group, of 5 per 
cent of Compass, the contract 
caterer, was cited ns an 
example of fund managers' 
urgent need for good quality 
shares. 

Accor sold to Dresdner 
Kieinwort Benson and HSBC, 
seeming at 801 p. Hie two 
then placed the shares at 8 1 Op 
with institutions. The sale was 
completed in the proverbial 
blink of an eye. 

The French once bad 20 
per cent of Compass. Their 
shareholding stemmed from 
the takeover of the Eurest 
catering group iu 1995 . They 
now have 4.7 per cent. 

Compass, where hopes of 
a Reutokil Initial bid still 
linger, shaded Ip to 829 . 


The French sale should not 
hinder the caterer’s bid for 
inclusion in Footsie when 
the steering cum mi lice meets 
next month. 

On current form Compass 
and Northern Rock are set for 
membership with Rank, re- 
porting year's figures on Fri- 
day, and Dixons in the 
relegation zone. 

BT added ! 3 p to 590 p. 
Option activity was a factor. 
There was also buying ahead 
of an investment dinner at 
London's Garidges Hotel, 
hosted by Henderson Cros- 
thwaile, for 16 fund man- 
agers. 

Financials, particularly in- 
surances, were again strong 
but Barclays, on its results, 
slumped 118 p to l,S 13 p. And 
National Westminster Bank 
lost 9 p to 1 . 165 p as the 
prospect of a Barclays strike 
seemed to weaken. Insurer 
GRE led the FOotsie leader 
board with a 32 p gain to 440 p; 

Commercial Union, rumoured 

to be in talks with GRE, was 


not far behind, up 55 p at 
1 , 07 ] p. 

Norwich Union rose 14 _ 5 p 
to 467 p. 

Arcadia, the retailer split 
from Debenhams. eased 33 p 
to 4 $ 4 p, as Henderson sug- 
gested the shares would look 
overvalued at 50 Gp. Many 
other retailers drew comfort 
from the market's buoyancy 


Share Spotlight 

stare price, pence 
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1 

Sears 

1 
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with Marts & Spencer up 
1 3 p at 580 p and Next 23 ip to 
831 p. But poor old Sears once 
again missed the fun. The 
shares fell 1 . 5 p to 493 p; they 

were 83 p a year ago. 

Another long-term casu- 
alty, engineer BTR, shaded to 
161 . 5 p. Credit Suisse First 
Boston was thought to have 
placed 13.5 million shares. 

A touch of reality surfaced 
at Tadpole Technologies with 
the shares falling I 4 p to 3 Z 5 p 
as some of the more nimble 
footed speculators snatched 
their profits. Last week they 
were 10 p and on Monday 
touched 62 p. 

Ivory & Sime, the fund 
manager, returned at 201 . 5 p 

from a 197p suspension- Deal- 
ings were halted to allow the 
£132m merger with Friends 
Provident to be put together. 
The new group will manage 
funds of £22bn. Amvescap, 
the fund manager rose 11 5p 

to 589 Jp following a 14.4 mil- 
lion trade, possibly a bed and 
breakfast exercise, at 578 p. 
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Davis Service, the garment 

hire and laundry group taking 

in the Spring Grove and Sun- 
light names, dimbed 12 Jpt° 

^ 395 p, a new high. US buying 

is said to be spurring the 

shares. There is also talk U 

plans a major acquisition m me 
laundry industry. 

Prestwick, a printed circuit 
boards maker, hardened 8 . 5 p 
to 58 p after disclosing a bid 
approach. TWo months ago 
the shares were 305 p. TT, the 
acquisitive conglomerate, sits 

on 7 .S per cent of the capital 

and is the most likely pred- 
ator. . 

Food group Cavagban & 

Gray jumped 30 p to lll- 5 p as 
Northern Foods mounted an 
agreed 115 p a share offer, 
pricing the company at 
£79 Jim. 

Freeport Leisure put on 
30 p to 289 - 5 p. Interim profits 
emerged 39 per cent higher at 
£1 Am; the fertoiy outlet group 
has paid £ 12 . 1 m for a 30 acre 
site near Leeds which has 
outline planning pennission. 

j Share Price Data 


TAKING SJOC— 

radius* the computergroup* 

and chief executive Philip 
Kelly MrShairconSh 
nnently left the board* There 
?Sigh-Dying^“P 

TetecomPlos» offo [*^ a 

^servicem^- 

coUapsmgSSptoWpoii 

^Tnew major shareholtor 
and chairman failed to ^ 
the shock ofa cash raising 
exercise and mandatory 5p-a- 

-•■SSr 

acsssss- 

fone for £77m. 

Sock maker PW is «“ d 10 ^ 
planning a 3 p righto esne- 
The shares held at 3J25p- 
Although in tori® 

were higher year's oMn. ^ 
Jisannomii' 


following poor sales m 

October and November. 
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' Market Leaders: Top 20 volumes 


THE CHELSEA VILLAGE HOTEL 
The Heart of Business 



In the Lap of Luxury 


Business centre 
160 en-snite bed roomed hotel 


Underground parking 
5 Restaurants and Bars 


Tel: 0171 565 1400 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

WEDNESDAY IS FEBRUARY 


Jockey Club criticised over Top Cees 

TOM ("T Amn- .. I 


TOM CLARKE, ediior of The 
Ufe ' ^terday dc- 
^ d . hB newspaper against li- 
bel claims levelled ai it bv the 

?»«]?+ Ramsden. her 

husband Jack and the champi- 
on jockey Kieren Rdlon. 

Ramsdens and Fallon 
are aiing Tfc Sporting Ufe over 
an editorial which accused them 
of cheating” their way to vic- 
toiy m the May 1995 Chester 
CUP on Top Cees. The hone 
had just three weeks earlier 
r Mme fifth in the Swaffliam 
Handicap at Newmarket. 

TTie artide, headlined “Con- 
tempt for the Punter”, de- 

^oed the victoiy as “seedy and 

deeply unpopular"' and accused 
Fallon °f deliberately not trying 


to win on Top Cees at New- 
market. 

The Ramsdens and Fallon 
y the article was libellous 
«*nd caused grave harm to their 
reputations, but the newspaper 
insists it was both true and jus- 
fiud in the public inicnsi. 

. Cl i arke told the High Coun 
jury he was “very surprised" 
when stewards who inquired 
into Top Cees’ performance in 
the Swaffliam Handicap de- 
cided to give Fallon ‘ the ben- 
efit of ihe doubt” and take no 
action against him. 

The horse had been the sub- 
ject of a full Jockey Gub inquiry 
four months earlier after a race 
at Edinburgh, the court heard. 
Clarke said Gallon's perfor- 


mance on Top Cees at New- 
market at the very leasi de- 
served to he reported to the 
Jockey Gub by the stewards. 
"On this particular home in this 
particular race it was almost 
laughable l hat, just 20 yards or 
so from the finish, the whip 
came out at Iasi said Clarke, 
standing by his newspaper's 
claims that Top Cees had been 
“tenderly handled" at New- 
market. 

Clarke said he had also 
closely monitored reports in the 
rival newspaper, the Racing 

Post, lo gauge the views of the 

raring community on Top Cees' 
performance at Newmarket. 
Tile Post V “Mark your Card" 
column on 2? April observed 


Top Cees had attracted “much 
comment, and no wonder”. It 
went on to express the view that 
Top Cees "would surely have 
won had he been ridden a 
shade more aggressively”. 

Clarke said the Ufe hod giv- 
en “substantial coverage” to the 
Chester Cup, one of ihe most 
prominent races in the early part 
of the Rat season. 

A video of Channel 4*s cov- 
erage of the Chester Cup was 
played to the court in which the 
commentator commented on 
Top Ceos' performance at New- 
market, saying: “If it hud hap- 
pened in Australia, they’d have 
been off for months." 

Clarke said he had watched 
the television coverage of the 


race with Ufe colleague Alas- 
tair Down. “Even as Tbp Cees 
was passing the post, Alastair 
and 1 turned to each other and 
said: 'We must do something 
about this'," he told the jury. 

Asked to substantiate the 
newspaper's accusations that 
the horse's win at Chester had 
been “seedy and deeply un- 
popular". Clarke said: “The 
reception after the race, 2 
thought it was muted and veiy 
modest." 

Speaking of his determina- 
tion to “do something about" 
Top Cees’ victory, Clarke 
added: “Tha> is where we pul on 
our hats as an authoritative 
and independent voice on rac- 
ing. We would do one of our oc- 


casional comment pieces. I felt 
it was very much one of those 
situations where we bad to do 
a leading article because there 
was something which had ob- 
viously caused great concern. 

After the victory, numerous 
telephone calls were received by 
Ufe's newsdesk and race offi- 
cials, he claimed- Asked bow he 
fell about the stewards’ derision 
to take no further action, Clarke 
said: "I felt that the Jockey Club, 
by not pursuing the Top Cees 
case more thoroughly* not 
satisfied the natural public de- 
mand for a proper inquiry and 
a proper answer. 

“It is the only real role of die 
Jockey Club to regulate racing 
and all raring depends on the 


firmly 
of The 
mon- 


Jockey Club behaving 
and consistently. One 
Sporting Life's roles is to 
it or and from time to time dis- 
agree and to make our feelings 

known clearly.” 

Asked how the Life viewed 
the racing public, Qarke added: 
"As our best friend- As our prin- 
cipal purchasers. As people 
who do not have a real voice in 
racing. They are not repre- 
sented on the Jockey Gub or on 
the British Hoiseraciug Board- 
"It is absolutely essential to 
the confidence of horse racing. 
If the punters are to lose «*»- 

fidcnce in horse racing 
game does not have a 
good future.” 

The bearing continues. 
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Bakkar helps Maguire to return at the double Bell calls for change 


By Richard Edmondson 

ADRIAN MAGUIRE com- 
pleted the fairytale on his return 
fipm injuiy yesterday but now has 
his mind set on the big stray. Reg- 
istering a double at Leicester is 
^>ne thing, but now the Irish jock- 
ey is focused on raring's Super 
Bowl at Prestbury Park. 

It can seem odd to hear 
Maguire talking about an ea- 
gerness to return to the Festi- 
val. The meeting holds terrible 
memories for him as it marks 
two dreadful injuries and the 

Niven escapes 
in a fatal fail 

PETER NIVEN was dis- 
charged from North Tees Hos- 
pital in Stockton last night after 
injuring his neck in a fall from 
Flying North at the first flight 
at Sedgefield yesterday. Flying 
^lorth was fatally injured. 

Bookmakers began betting 
yesterday on Saturday's Eider 
Chase at Newcastle. 

BDER HANDICAP CHASE (4m If): Antv- 
poModda (Conte): tt-2 Kandcaze. 7-1 kv 
dtan Arrow. Senfee. 8-1 lindonfe Lotto. 8-1 
Domane De Pran, St Melon Fairway, KM 
Stormtracker. 14 -1 Wo The Red. Ceidh 

Boy Ctntwen, Kaesta. Thermal Vikstkx. Wfo- 
ter Beta. 20-1 Parsons Boy Russian Quite 
Scatter Banka 25 - 1 otters 


Results 


LEICESTER 

2-20: 1. COLONS. BLAZER (J F Utley) 
6-4 few; 2. Ragrt Aura 10-1:3. Gaelic Blue 
94. S ran. 4, 6 (Mss H Krdght, Wantage). 
ItatK £2.70; £120. E3SQ Dual Forecast 
EttSa CSF: £1414. 

2J0: 1. TOTALLY YOURS (A P McCoy) 
owns toe 2. Shahnmi tM : 3. Ereofrik Tt» 
Lad 10-1 15 ran. t fi. (M Pipe. WeSnQten) 

tetr £ 2 oo: eta rang man dr aaa esp-- 

£022 Trio: £5370. 

3ith 1. THE MOOR (R Thornton) KM1 
far; 2 CaWBe 33-1; 3. Desert Cabo 25-1 
14 ran. 12 a (M Tompkins NewnartoQ. Dote: 
£130; £150. £730, E63Q DF; £53.70: CSF: 
Tno: £2GBG Non Runners: Frank 
Vncms S OchkJ House. 

3^0: 1. MACGEORGE (A Ma^ire] 7-4 
1ar;2>homan Warior61;3. Random Har- 
VM9A 4 ran. a It (R Lea Presteigne). Rita: 
£2»a DF: £560. CSF: £860 

420: 1. BAKKAR (A Magjra) 4-91av; 2. 
Fteaflste 11 2- 3. Waot And See 33-1 11 

m z ia (D Mchoteon. Temple GuWng) TWk 
£150; £TO £150 £7Sa DF: £2Aa CSF: E3» 
Trio: £3170: NR: Doysrma 

4.50: 1. BERYLLIUM (A P McCoy) 0-4; 
2 Darcy h-4; 3. Distant Storm 2-1 lav. 5 
ran. aw, 3'h- IM Rpa Ylfeington) TbtK £240: 
£210, CL5Q DF: £450 CSF: EE37. NR: 
Bright November. 

Ptacepot £2500 Quadpot £6.70 
Place B: £5670 Place 5: £3720 
L1NGF1ELD 

210: 1. 5O10LET (W Ryan) 4-0 tav; 2 
WMMna 7-1 ; 2 Mac's Back 4-1 4 ran. a'/i, 
nk. (W Jarvis) TO* £130 DF: £130 CSF: 
gang 

240: 1. MELLORS (A Daly) 18-1; 2 
Mozambique 5-1; 3. Ugpaat 9-1 10 nan. 
114 tav Mr Frosty. •/«. Vfc. (M HoBtorvQfeV 
" k £1030; £010 £200 £230 DF; £S32Q 
F: £9132 Ittcast £73775 Trto: E23730 
Invent 

210: 1. FAST FRANC (0 HotaxJ) 84 tav; 
2 Treble Term 5-2; 2 Orange Buati tl-2 
B ran. a a fT J Itewhton) T «k £20; £150 
£150 DF: £220 CSF: ES02 

3.40 1. THREADNEEDLE (D Harrison) 
3-10 few, 2 Private Despatch tM; a A*e- 
soma Power W-l G ran. H 3'h. (Lord Hunt- 
ingdon). Tots: £140: £m £230 DF: £330 
CSF: £405. 

4.10: 1. BRILLIANT RH3 (A Cteifc) 0-0 
fav; 2 Chsfrmana Choice 13-2; 2 Bfltod- 
tflo 14-1 8 ran. 27=. nk. (P Hedger), Ttote: 
£230; £120 £180 £2.11 DF: E7J0 CSF: £E47 

Thcast £10325 

4.40: 1. CHINGACHGOOK (P Doe) 
15-2. 2 Zorro 4-1; 2 Jubflee Scholar 6-1 
11 ran. 7-4 tav North Ardar. sht-fat 15. (S 
Dow) TbtK £1020; £230 £230. £22Q DF: 
raan CSF: £3211 Trioast £17575 Tno: 
£4130 

Piacapot £3300 Ouadpot: £700 
Place & £2330. Place 5: 0137. 

SEDGEFIELD _ 
2 M: 1. NORTHERN MAESTRO (G 
Lbs) 8-1: 2 ThundarpoWB-l; 2BMw Xt* 

14 WL 5 5 (Mrs M RawteyMteunfl. 

£280; £220 £350 £480 DF: £2^0 CSF; 
{3217. Tricost £45414 Tito £9830 NR= 
Stonesby. Swandata Hyat SftJflKte (11* 

MwmdmmnotitndBront^fi^4e^ 

ptiae to afl bote deduction 1 5pm £. 
i 230: 1. TOTEM FOLE (P Mvan) 8-1; 
r Rusk 64 tav; 2 Baflydavid tpoiS 
10. (Mrs M RevBiey SaftotBrOj^ JIlTa 
£210 £U0 £270 DF: £1030 CSF: £S9t T” 01 
£6340 NR: Our Carol 

200: 1. FATEHALKHAIR (C 
ck) 7-2: 2 Bums 

11 ran. 3-1 tar Ft|rtr*g rtorthpattJ.jL p B- 

fcon, ConsetL Co Durtterr^WrafitTOWO 
wnn £230 DF: £020. CSF: £3052 Trie- 
ast £27506 Trio: £22000 . 

4.00: 1. IQ ID RUMMY CASTLE (G Lge) 
8-1:2. SBvcr Mtw 5-2:3- 

0 ran. 64 far Singing Sandtp*d 

CIO. £210 DF: 030 CSF: £ 2 BBa Tnctet 
EMOSt Trio: £2040 Wt CourJ^ateJW 
a.-tn - dead-hsot 1. GALE N (A S OTBTO 

ley) 50-1; 2 Apache 12 „ 

1 K t» soars Statoe 

r- pbosaa SaKburn). TbtK Qakn 

CQ3Q£t7U DF: 

FW£730tayPW. 

(pan wnL NRk Atways A Pauper Ccp- 

(J Calaghan)4-5 

tar.2 RyaCrosang ^ 

12 iwl 13. & (G Moote 

Ql BEi. COOLAW MPSti 
far: 2 Petersen Ho™* 

fenmrd toMifisefeuBt 1 

Pbe^jt £7230 CluaifpotEIOT 
Fiaca 6: £0469. Place 5: £3363. 


death of his mother, ail of 
which have prevented him from 
competing at Cheltenham for 
the Iasi three years. 

When he was last at the big 
one we talked of Maguire the 
jockeys' champion-in-waitmg. 
Now, at 26. a u'lle seems no 
longer guaranteed and he looks 
to make the most of his op- 
port unties (including requesting 
payment for interviews). 

The admirable portion of 
Maguire was in evidence in the 
Midlands yesterday as he 
thumped home Macgeorge and 


Bakkar in his celebrated in- 
domitable style. “He has given 
the horse a brilliant ride." 
Richard Lee, the trainer of the 
former, said. “I can honestly say 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Trojan Hero 
(Wolverhampton 3. 10) 
NB: Adilov 

(Ungfield 3.30) 

I don't think anyone else would 
have won on the horse today." 

Win No 2 was for his re- 
tained stable of David Nichol- 


son, who will provide much of 
the Maguire arsenal in the 
CoLswolds next month. His 
jockey appreciated the exercise. 
“Its cleared the cobwebs a lit- 
tle bit,” he said. 

Maguire was also pleased 
with the recuperation of the 
right arm he has now fractured 
twice in recent months. “The 
arm is good.” he said. "I have 
used both hands no problem 
and it's great to come hack and 
have two winners. 

“I have been doing weight- 
lifting and running and swim- 


ming. You can do all that but 
you still need to improve your 
race fitness. Once or twice 
when coming back from injuiy 
1 have been less fit than I was 
today. lH be casing myself back 
with Cheltenham in mind-” 

Maguire has already avowed 

that, in the near future, he will 
be partnering only animals who 
have numbers in front of their 
name rather lhan form which 
looks like a Scrabble rack. He 
proves a point with his single 
ride at Ungfield today. It is in 
the bumper. 


CHRIS BELL, perhaps the 
most influential figure in the off- 
course betting industry, yester- 
day called for a “visible, easily 
accessible and independent 
route" for the resolution of 
disputes between punters and 
bookmakers. 

Speaking at the annual gen- 
eral meeting of the Betting Of- 
fice Licensees Association. Befl 
- the organisation's chairman 
and also managing director of 
Ladbrokes - said that “cus- 
tomers want to know that when 
they place a bet, if there is a 
problem they have a realistic 


and transparent redress to their 
queiy." 

In this. Bell merely echoed 
demands from the now-defunct 
National Association for the 
Protection of Punters, although 
he insisted later that memories 
of NAPP had nothing to do with 
it. Indeed, he feels The Sporting 
Life's Green Seal Service, much- 
reviled by NAPP, is a good 
starting point. “The punter has 
to know it is not just a book- 
makers' quango,” he said. “We 
need to give what we’ve got 
much higher profile.” 

Greg Wood 


Ungfield 


HYPERION 

2.00 Fire Ball 

2.30 Utenlng Conductor 

3.00 FUJIYAMA CREST (nap) 

3.30 Western Chief 


4.00 Erfking 

4.30 Holland House 

5.00 Dragon Lord 


leassumg to see ten get home m ttwd behnj sineguem winner Perm /moor Pmce m 
atrocious co na tions at Exeter «i New Ifeart Day A ctear round modd mate ten a tag 
danger. A dear round b wta Darrington needs alter taing to complete at LlxSon and 
Foliastone, though each time he mould no! hove been tar away. The Ludlow farm b Hark- 
ing out wnl end the Bb Donrngon gars from the penalsed The Proms puts ten right 
twa A bod mistake five out put paid to any expectations The dark horse is utenlng 
Conductor, without a rui since wening a Worcester bumper nearly two yeara ago # wi 
be interesting to see how he and Cron's DeSghl go Selection: FUUP 


GOING: Chase course - Good (Good to Firm h places); Hurde course - Good (Good 
to Firm n places but Good to Soft n back straight! 

• Left-hand, indLHnfwig course wifi stiff fences. 

• Course a SE of town on B2Q28. Ungfield station (served by London. Victoria) adjoins 
cone. ADMISSION: AO enclosures CC CAR PARK: CUb £3: remainder tree. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: U Pipe 14 nnnere tram 55 runers G55%L G L Moore 43fl ( 237 %L 

J Gtflbrd M2 N Itotaun-Devtee B-33 042%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: R Dun woody B wimeis Item 52 rides (308%). N WWamoon «- 
54 (185%), A P McCoy B-34 035%). M A Fitzgerald 8-36 022%) 

• FAVOURITES: 758 Mra from 2238 races (333%) 

BUNKERED ta TIME: Cro«e Barry (230) Jester Minute (300) Western Chief (visored. 330) 


O Of) I ORPINGTON NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £3,750 added 
^■ u rJ 2m 110yds Penalty Value £3,443 


1 -MSS F}REBALL(FR) (S3) (C) (QueenazHMh)FDcunfln(Fn)5 tl 9. Mr T Doumm (3) 

2 P CREST WING (USfiJpOT) (Smny aren) T UcGcMin 5 71 2 ilr S DnteCk (5) 

3 5P4 DUTCH 03) (The Maytas Partnoship) G EmgN 6 n 3 TJ Murphy 

4 00 FLORSniNO (7) (Dwd Ast*™*) MsVWmJ5H3 NWnUnaon 

5 2 FOUKVUtH) (19) p Fataty & Mr G WWanEoa) S Dow 5 n 3 JHKovenagh 

6 3P GENERAL ASSEMBLY (7) (The Craftsmen) G Manpraon 6 1i 3 M Richards 

7 KARS4GALE UOSS (A Stemat 4 Mrs J M Stamen) A Tunel 5 11 3 ....iltom 

B 31000/ UAOC LAMP (647) (D) (Us J Irvine) Ifes 2 Dafeon 8 n 3 J)lrvtne(7) 

8 1 SUPPLY AtB DQIAND (96) (D) (Action) G L Moore 4 t) 13.._ JIDmwnfy 

« 80 RtfflY TWO SHOB (22) ftota Racing) BRIAnan 5» C _ DS«Ior(3) 

If 223=02 IL£DEUBRATE(37) (Stoipca^i Jfedng) R OSiAvan 4 t) 7 ..MAFttSamU 

-lldedared- 

BETT1NG: 84 Supply And Demand, m Ffra BM, B-1 Be de Line. 10-1 Four* nod, 12-1 Geiwr- 
■I AenaiMy; 14-1 Haitlgirie Hoes, 25-1 Dutch, Rorantliio, Ha^c Lamp, 33-1 others 
B97: Harbet House (FH) 4 V 7 N Wbim 6-1 (R OSuivan) E ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Francois Doumen broughl Erintante over from France to hot up a Rumptan on Monday. 
Stabiemate FIFE BALL, a good winner over fence* in France, has already mads one 
successful (oray tvace, soaring imptessveiy over an extra ttv ee turionge to December, end 
should take coming back ii tfistence m hte stride as tang the taster ground does notflnd 
ten out He want wbB for a long way against seasoned handcappers at Kompton over 
Christmas. Fountaned won the bartle for second beteid Tbeatral at Fotostone: though 
by the tkrw he got going the winner was homa A pronnsng start al the same, but Sup- 
ply And Demand was much better on the Ftat and Biaty to prove superior over hutetes 
Supply And Demand has been away since his ouooessM start onr lurdae at Newtwy 
r November: H he hmtaa with more fluanry and thachancaa are he has been vwdschodbd 
h the meantme, he could prove a very big danger: Ftorendno. who has shown up wel 
r his two starts, axJd be the surprise package. Selection: FRE BALL 


q hn SANDERSTEAD MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS E) £2,900 
— - added 2m 7f Penalty Value £2,833 

1 00 AMBOURNE PRMCE(7l){JohnCatefl)NBatte|B611 B Wlteston 

2 SP2 BAmHAROT(21)(Dna^PWMmonhB1ia Ur 0 McPImi (5) 

3 OP CACHALOT (81) (D»s#a Mabnsj C Motack 6 n B BPmrofl 

4 433 FUJNAMACRESr(1B)(fogarBans)NHnfBis(si61l8 Jl A FtzgtnU B 

5 OMO ICKFORD OKEY (32) (P J ttorgen) C Morkicfc 6 R B _.T Uorttnar (7) 

6 222P4 NORY COASISt fNZ) (2B) (Dens AdcShns) 0 Del-ban 7 it B C LIVMSyn 

7 RHY1HH AND BOOZE (Dr John Hndicodi|JTicli8nfl SHdM 

B HVERSUE STROLL {BbaoaeltetoadtofMPpei BI 1 B __„Cltaude 

B 00 RUPERT BLUES (84) (Rxun Skfim) J King 6 n B..m - .MMcterds 

n SI TORBOT (717) (Rai &ranj M Pipe 0 H B - APHeCoy 

H 3520 TUCKERS TOWN (SB) (IIS Jean R Qehcp) 0 Shemcod 6 n 8 JAlfcCsrtby 

12 054 FRWGEBBIERTpiq (R J Ksrstew) J GMH 7 n 3 PHkJe 

G OOOD GR9HS (28) (Ms J K Pnteh N Babbage 7 1) 3 IMMdMey (7) 

14 00 gVBm fWAVE(9)(rMOwter)RftareBt1 3- AGuityOl 

■6 OP JESTER UB4JTE (19) (S B CanponerVs) B f%arre4 O X) _P»Mey(3)B 

B 05 FOLEYS QUEST (PI1) (Ernie Houghtcn)JS Moore 4 05 JlfegceP) 

-IBdadarad- 

BETTWG: SM Fudysma Cm) 4-1 Ivory Coasts^ 5-1 Dxhoy, 6-1 Rharslde Seoi, Tuckers Town, 
8-1 Roped Biuea. 28-1 Fringe Baneft, 2S-1 others 
SB7. Wtener For Pbyrn 8 n 8 N Wlsmson s-h lav (P Hobbs) C mn 
FORM GUIDE 

FUJIYAMA CREST, more famous for befog Frankie Dettori's seventh winner of the day 
at Ascot fo September 995 can find some bneli^v again He did not run after Ascot un- 
H finishing fourth behind Zarefasha over an nsufffoient two mites there on his hurting 
debut last November, acs whan he has come up wah two better efforts as he has stepped 
up m distance. If he wwid put a Sttto more heart into it he is capable of wnrnig this weak- 
er race TMa ia an easier heat than the one In which Ivory Coaster made the nawfog at 
Ascot last tbne, but the seven-year-old does not have a lot of luck and there is a danger 
of ffodfog one too good yet again. Bailyharry was lefl a remote second to Knstetfeai 
the final light here and Tucker's Town, as pedestrian as ha has looked, wfl apprecate 
this longer trip He seema e better afiamathie ufess bumper winner Rupert Blues, a fid- 
farther to successfci hurder Throw* does sitostantlaiy better than on ha hurteng de- 
but Fringe Benefit staying on at her own pace at Fontwel fast time, wl benefit from 
Itteadra four and a half turionge Sele ct ion: FUJffflMA CREST 


fas task with 12st on this tester ground ia not immedfatety obvious WMter'e Destiny made 
up tor galling bogged down m the mud when favourite at Eater by haWng on wefl over 
a longer tup at Wfocanton. The runner-up dd nor do a lot tor the form at Ptump ttnon 
Monday, but an 88> nse stfl leares VKalurk Destiny at the right end of fhb tow-key hand 
cap Weiring chaser The Carrot Man may not have sufficient pace tar tufflng. Mfogn*. 
who found term when nnner-up in a fag field d platers at Foritwefl last tme, might have 
a better chance, but AdBov e web weighted on FofiBstone form with North End 
and cotid win the bathe of the these fightweights. Satocfion: DERRYS GLORY 

THREE COUNTIES HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£2^00 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £2^06 


4.00 


1 -F3320 HARBET HOISE (Ffi) (32) (CO) (C A Wbsfibcun) B OSiAuan 5 12 0 — N 

2 -53504 nCKERTYS OFT (IQ (CD) (K Hgsm) G L Moon B 11 1) A P McCoy B 

3 3404- BEAL MADRID (R7) (D) (Chns Wafl G Enntft 7 B 11 RJoMon 

4 QP-1U3 BHKB4G (7D) (CD) (The Rr^»ay RsvUeis] 5 iMor 8 V 11 CWabbf fi 

5 14322/ POtY AMAN8HAA (829) (P)(M C Bate) M Bate B-P If URttenfe 

BETTMG: 6-4 Eriktag. 3-1 Harbet House. Tiekartyfa GHt, 134! Rate Madrid, 12-1 Poly Ananshaa. 
1987: Npper Fteed 7 11 2 R Dnwody 7-1 (Tteid)5ran 
FORM GUIDE 

PotyAmanshn’e form o( two seasons ago gives ten a good chance at the weitfteL but 
d is more than possfoie he wfl need this after missfog last term. Real Madrid made no 
real show in an aB-wealher Flat race last month and last yearti huxflng fami may be too 
long ago to rely on. What with course spadalst Tlckart/e GHt naming below per, ihfa 
mgnt be a question of whether Harbet House can give 20to (toe Cfais Webbta efinm) to 
ERLKDKL It was no awpriee that Harbet House finished down the fMd rt Ascot last tkna 
He was out of Ms depth and the bWtere he wore tor the fist time have bean dspensetf 
with, A much better effort was his second to the kvform Lfoe Of Conquest at Vttarwick. 
where he turned around eerier form here wilh Tuscany Hghwtv. Ffar el fhrt, Harttert House 
gws the n^nuson that he is not putting Ns heart Into It He may not need to against 
these, but Erftfog was malcfog the moat of al the weight he was getting torn previous 
mrer Sly Many at Afotree fo November untB throwing fas rater at the final fl^it He 
has raced only once since but seems to do best fresh Selection: ERUONG 


4.30 


3.30 


2.30 


OXTED NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 4f 
110yds Penalty Value £4,143 

2£tP HUM TT HAW (2B) (D) (MBn tfartnars) lifcs A M Nawtn-SmWi 7 11 V - -N WWamson 

2 0-1 FTC THE PROMS (4Q (Q (l*s J Mould} N Trtsfon-Dtees 7 fi V CUevtfynV 

3 1-4CF WHO AM I (34) (D) (H WafiStead) fl A4«r B T1 1).„ R Thornton 

4 P-633U BENJ (9) (A A W Jadksan) T CasBf 7 11 4 TJIhvphy 

5 -06005 CLOCK WATCHERS (23) (W R Shere) J Badger U n 4 JGaMMdn(7) 

6 P1T2P/ CROSA’S DBJGHT (781) (BF) (BogiM Pannerrhp) U Ppe n h4 „APMcCoy 

7 2-P4UF D074MNGTDN (Ifl) (8 T 6teiwr1-ftwvi) 0 Sho«ood 8 11 4 J A McCarthy 

8 1/ UTBMlflG CONDUCTOR (67B) (K Goezs-Saiau) N Hendoson B it 4 ^_M A Ffizsanld 

B 133-22 ONE WORD (4) {BwteTre CcmmeirsV Conpcrerts) D WiamB 6 n 4 Jlr S Durack (5) 

« *-048 FUUP (FJ$ (SO) (Roger Barby) F Dmiwi (ft) 5 It 0 Ur T Downsn (3) 

11 4POFPO CASTLE BARRY (21) [Ite S Wat) 1*86 A M Newton-Orth 7 1) G WMantonB 

-11 dacteed- 

BETTING: M RWp, IM Utenlng Cowtactoc, 8-1 Tho Proms, Doraitagton, 8-1 Crose's DdgM, 
12-1 Hum V Ha* Who Ara t, 18-1 others 
«7. GB» Ids 7 It f) P Iflda IM far (J GSfortf) O ten 
FORM GUIDE 

Rvo-year-oWs gel a big aBowance at bus fane of year and French raider FUUP has to 
be the choice, getting weight as he does from aB bar moderate mere Caaba Bany - 
andthai ndudes a penalty tor winning at Auteui m September He also ran wel when 
fourth fo a valuable chase there fo Nowmbec Despite al that two ot the home side. H* 
Proms and Dunnirrgton, are more than capab fo of making He dffiait tor the GaBc in- 
vader over lenc&B that ara moretanliar to them. Having made a winning start over Hay- 
doefcta big fences. The Proms tendered his way out of his next two starts and If was 


WARUNGHAM HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) £2,400 
added 2m 31 110yds Penalty Value £2,126 

1 -G501U TAKE MV 5BE (21) (D) (BF) IMte Roberts) M J Fbberb 6 12 0 RThorMan 

2 I * 405 HAWTHORNE G1BI (19) (C) (Ms 0CRrta)J Long 11 It 4 BNrtn 

3 460 WESTERN CttEF (28) (US3 0 W Pafrrw) D WMarns 4 T)8 iirSDu«fc(5) V 

4 4223 TIE CARROT MAN (54) (Ms J VMmcnh) P WiniOMXfirD II 8 - JlrO McPbal P) 

5 S22P1 WALTBTS DBTVIY (20) (C W Mkhel) C Mthrt 6 D 6 SMctfaM 

6 4OT0 ADILOV (12) (Tmnr Mfchsfl J fadgar B®1 _MBteMor(7) 

7 P04 DefRVS QLORV (4B) (P R Hedgo) P Hedger 6 U 1 MRkhank 

8 P-4551 NORTH BD LADV (35) (J J Stewn) UsLJaael7t)0 Mr Edgtf Byma (7) 

9 B24J4P ROW BACK P Leaf) G Emgt 6 WO RJohosonV 

0 OTBO i ROSEVEAH (713) (Ita S C Hare) S lie*Qr 0 tl 0 CWabb(3) 

V 340000 REACH FOR QJORT (5mGrateniFicfiKta)G3hamRttads 9 VO M QrflBths (7} 

B FIKXE WNGUS (USA) (9) {C E Growr) R BixMer T1 OO „.LCum*W(5) 

13 685005 HOTSPUR STRST p3) D SanaKxfi) ELJane&fl OO.JHnSSmMrti(7]B 

-ISdadarad- 

MWnum e«i(yc IBst Tfaa Aandcap wagNS: ftow Beck A Roancer Star 12ft float* For Gkxy 9sr 71b. 
Mngus & Hdspur Stoat 94 Oh 

BETTING: 7-2 Water's Destiny, 98 Uke My Sida, 6-1 Noth End Lady, 134 Tha Carrot Man, 7-1 
AtShrt, IM Derry’s Gtary. Ron Back. 12-1 othoa 
1997: 'fetal Joy 611 13 R Dumroody 5-1 CO far (C Ifarn) O ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Idled off and pUted up in good company first time out, DERRY'S GLORY at least got 
home, even If had only two behfod ten, hare at Cfawmaa and slapped up on that with 
he ataytag-on fourth to Native Charm at Windsor on New 'ifaarfa Day. Those three runs 
qualify ten for a hanefcap mark - a pound mare than tha mfoimum - and if he improves 
as ha has baen he is weighted to tahe a hand here ovw wfatt shoUd be a more sutabie 
tnp. For a horse that won twice on the Fka in Ireland last year Western Chief has a res- 
aonabie weight tar fas first try In a handfoap The fburyevrtd does at leesl tahe a efrop 
" (yade and It would be no surprise to sea ten step up appreciably on fas three runs, 
aspeciBfywrihSeafnuBDuraci((akfog5l3oH'UreMySUabea(twDeU»equentwfo- 
rwre when puflng off a shock on heavy groiaid at njmptan last month end was widefy 
expected to tolow up hare three weeks ago He blundered upsides Krfscafta two oul and 


R E SASSOON MEMORIAL HUNTERS CHASE (CLASS 
H) £1,350 added 3m Penalty Value £1,047 

1 reo- DOUBLE SflJC (294) (P) (BF) pCM<n)RC More 14 -a 7 MrRIMoggwP) 

2 1PF-3U HOLLAND HOUSE (B) (CD) [E Kri^Q P Q . mgs 12 O 7 MrCVigors(5) 

3 3422D- SnSAT(aq(D)(itaTOBlzray)J1udiM120 Mr 0 McPteB (5) 

4 RPU- TOMCAPWGHpS4)flJ)(l*sSWal)SWM7t20 j — N kAWter(7) 

-4dactead- 

BETTTNG: IM 1 Double SO, 11-10 Hollind Haase, 18-1 Sfrtstf, 28-1 tenrap pagh. 

«P- Vtanrt Oe YNmort 0 12 2 M T MtthM S M (P Mcfate) 13 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

The question b whether u-year-old Double SBk. twice a wfoner of the Chfatenham Fok- 
hrnter and countless other races, stfl has it to ten. HOLLAND HOUSE was taied off 
and puled up when Double Slk wbb fifth after going so wel ft* a long way fo fast sea- 
son* Cheitertaam showpiece, but the effort from the yowger horse when beaten a neck 
and the same by Proud Sun and Pantos fo a point-to-pofot fast month might show fo fo- 
ness. Ofle McPhal shoUd make soma rtffcrance to StrtssL toon again he is not gattfog 
any yottoger and la batter with a test of atamfoa. Selection: HOLLAND HOUSE 


5.00 


LEVY BOARD OPEN NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) £1,500 added 2m 110yds Penalty Vblue £1,340 

BOR0TOWN LORD (25) (Me Ftotm) M J fkOeru 5 11 4 OGeOtflber 

EXPRESS CaiSADBT (SM Buddy) JS Moore 5 11 4 UrS Durack (H) 

XMGSUARK pobart Ogden) 0 Shenrood 5 11 4 A Maguire 


KETSHIGUBftGtanmaretiresfocrteUd) CBmoksSll 4 M Barry (7) 

RDCKCUFFE GOSSB> (13) (Simon Kesatii) N TMstonDavns 6 11 4 CLfawOyn 

SLEtiYUR {Us Jofai GnsO D Gffceel 5 11 4 JRKnmgh 

SON OF GLEN (C F Spbioohaak) G L Moore B 11 4 A P McCoy 

WBHRJL VENTURE (VWiftaaigJJ Wng 611 4 JIRfchanb 


0 VTX7RE AGOOtKW (62) (J S Lamrrenai} DSha»8h 4. 

StSTOT DEE (in Ednnfe) N TiwtorvDwre 5 1) 13 

a STEFPKOMC (4B) (B T E Shrubsaf) D Shenrood 5 10 13.. 
VHd1« ART (R H IbrtJ R talk 5 W O . 


DRAGON LORD (PD Stefl) lady Harries 4 08 

FACTS NOT RCTKM (Mrs P Krug) F Daman (ft) 4 V 8. 
JOHN BUSH (F J Bush) P Eccfas 4 V B . 


_M Keighfay (7) 
_J A McCarthy 
HrPlltaft 


RDunroody 

.Mr T Dounefl n 

..H, 


LMULEY MARSH (Mb Geogra Stacey) J Htdvffagn 4 V B, JGokfatefop) 

MOONStME BAY (Mn TmuBiy ndngfcsi) J Gftxti 4 TO a PHUa 

SOUTHDOWN LAD (The EwkiavB Parawihirt R Hoiw 4 1) 8 DOTSbOm 


£ TRYMEANDSS(l9(AstbouneLavy Partoerehp)JAIctusl4e9_MAFfenaraU 

VERDI EDITION (F H WBams) K Bute 4 OB „JIWBntsan 

-20dactarad- 

BETTTNG: 7-2 Oregon Laid. 4-1 RartEffiB Gossip, Facte Mot Hcfion, 10-1 SfaterDoa, Moonaltine 
Bay, 12-1 Ktagaavk, Son of Gkn, Tty He And See, 14-1 often 
®97 Rasak 5 11 4 R Dumnody 2-1 (Lady Hamas) 14 ran 


Musselburgh 



3.50 

8 i 

1 P/22F5 


MILLER PILSNER J. R. MCNAIR HAND- 
ICAP CHASE (CLASS F) £5,000 added 3m 


HYPERION 

2.20 Sparky (nb) 2.50 China King 3.20 lbwafij 
3^0 Tico Gold 4^0 Secret Bay 4.50 Over Tbe 
Beck 


GOING: Good to Firm (Good n places) 

• FBght-fiand ova) course with tight turra. 

• Course b an E of Ednburgh on At Bus Bnk Itmti Etknbuifln 
station 5m ADMISSION: Club £12; Tatted* iBB i [OAft 'BMun- 
employed £3) Accom pa nied 

• LEADING TRAINSta M Hammond 29-tM (Z34M . J How ard 
Johnson «-«fl (178%), P Mortalth 14^3 pBfl*), Mre S Bmdbome 

• LEMMNG JOCKEYS: A Dobbin te-112 (143%) B Storey t5-'Q2 
(114%) P Carberry 1+^ paste) P Niven T2-7S 06%) 

BUW^^ 1 ^TTti«: t Sptok P2fl) Uk Hygtarw P50) Rlefcy 
Dm (420) 


&UPP8 KALAJO(B)(D)L Lingo BUB RSuppta 

-4PFD5 JUDICtAL FED (B) (C) NTrHerBIl 9 RQarrteyB 

5-2345 WUDMP (49) (D) Us J Storey 9 11 5 Mr C Storey 

445550 MAfliC BLOOM (8) (D) J Jafferecn C B 13_E Catogh* 
LM03- DAW LAD (337) (D) MrsASMbarkSOt) — JSqppfo 

2 m* TICO GOLD £5) Ma J Bonn nut) G Tommy 

fTCR*- SWOOK POtNT p?88) D Larrh T1 1)7 __JBurto 

062-50 GALA WATER QT Dine til 6 TRaad 


23P545 BfTACBACK (147) (D) J BMett T1 TO 5 . 
-fi332 BCYZDNTOOWAJ25) WStaey6t)4.. 


J. O'Hare 
JUMdonoy 


0B-R5 CAAfTOSAURUS (72} D Aldar 9 1) 1 PCartMiy 

2-S0B5 MBS COLETTE (5^ (D) Mn □ Thomson 1) 11 OB Storey B 
-ISdadared- 

Mnmun HrtQM: tost 7)t» hanScep weight: Mbs CoMa 9a I M&. 

BETTING: 114 B e yant pa wa. M Banning School. 6-1 Dawn Led, 7-1 
Aaficfal Raid. 8-1 Wwtimp, Tico Gold, IM Magic Btoon, 12-1 often 


2.20 


tom McConnell memorial juve- 


4.20 


NILE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3,500 added 4Y0 2m 

0 O T2 — 

M “J J ^ 

3 


pjrrrnTG: u uaraud, 9-2 RaSStefRood. 13-2 Be edt, 7- 1 Sparky; 
MHrtanteC/iM SBart Yaflay, Monaco, 12-1 oftere 


JOHN SMITHS EXTRA SMOOTH 
HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) £2,500 
added 3m 

2221-3 H0WAyUAN(24(CP)K/MBraanse7MrKAndBraDnn 
334FP «8KVDE(10)(D)VTh3r7OOTg^7J*MThaip«U]p)B 

ltm- SECRET BAY (29^ (D) C DenfasB 07 ibSSariaa 

FP3U-1 BOfIDSt GLORY (24) (D) WU Scott 7 CD — ... — .... 

Hr M Bredbuna (3) 

6P06-1 R8H QUAY pfl (D) l*» K Lnnb "6 B 0 -Mha S Unib (7) 
0432 -F FORDSTOWN fl^ (D) J Baretqr 9 S 0 Jlr J Atonadw (7) 
3PM-3 GENERAL BRANDY (H)(QEW lor eeOMrGTinr (7) 

OfFSP GOLD BnS (110) G Rehash 7 & 0 Mr R Ford (B) 

FFfi2 POSTAGE SIUP (11) KaFHiyhy 11 eOMrCBomarH 
SEi-P 5TWGUE FORT (M)WC Storey ti) 12 OJIrH Horten (7) 
UlFFVF GOOD JUDGES (24) (T? SCdflwdBfiO 


JUrSCoBhanKT) 


.■a ci McEWANS LAGER NOVICE HANDICAP 
2.50 chase (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 

.uriAonAdfl JFTBa 


-lldactand- 

BETTWG: 11 -fl Secret Bay, 5-1 Hoanyman, 8-1 Pntoaga Stomp, 7-1 Gob! 
Ska, 10-1 Bonter Story; 12-1 Gananfl Brandy M-1 Rah Quay; 20-1 otiies 


. S ta^asnassass 1 

SfSSt II CHn. IhteH 
Uk Hygiene, Hkl FMcort Hane, tM J** Oo, t 


4.50 


BEAMISH IRISH RED NOVICE HAND- 


ICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) ESJJOO added 
3m 

23WS ACAJOU WffRJWmGItetenbD BO PCartMriy 

33051 MTSMARTIE(20) DMftaStr6TI4 Blit 

P-033 GLSOOWER (1^ N Hanancnd fl u 3 MrCBenrarp) 

etnm OVSnHEBECK(9)RJjBttrsoi5t)'B[7») 




OF) J Bmyflu 12 -Jiy 
905 JfHsrrcdaro 

BaaBaW1 10-1 Mapta Bay 


00 INDIANA PH 
0-4420 MAPLE BAY 
2UVLB TAKAFU"' 


5 0-3233 YOUNG STEVEN (IB) tea £ Bartume 7 tiJ 5 — 

. .. . ... I4» H Hyta i. (5) 

6 045*0 CKARTSt(2QW8tMy7112 RMcGnftffiV 

7 343225 JO*OODY(fl)MreDTtaiBm5102..___*.~BStonry 

8 Z2U-0 THE B0021NG BfBff (85) CRartorSUO DPsrtar B 

B 0505 RUSSIAN ASPECT (1^ MW BalBby 4 DO ASSmtib 

D -0034 MtUrDOT(»OFMif1aefiBOO^ ADeMifi 

-lOdedand- 

IfrfrWTi nefifr iCbf ^ /tarirfdte wipfac The Bocdng Srfa 9st 


SETTING: 7-2 K> Sciimtto, 4-1 Ov&rTht Back, 5-1 GtonbowK. 8-1 Aca- 
jou fit, 7-1 Russian Aspect, B-1 toung Stem, 10-1 JmnodR 14-1 oW>- 


Wolverhampton 


HYPERION 

2.10 Miracle Island 2.40 Mister Aspecto 3.10 
Egg/a Dancer 3.40 Stay Jane 4.10 Rockswain 
4^0 Smart Boy 


4 20200- YfEETMAffS WHOM (113) (C) (D) R Hcflrrtioatl 5 8 12 -.- 

DHtendl 

5 -HOI GODHERSHAM FMRK (7) (C) (D) P Frigate 68 7 a>4 

- G Pvtdn p) 10 

8 3-4042 ST0PPH3 BROW (13) (D) G Lfctocree B3. 


..Candy Monts 8 B 

7 OGO&O WT1AASH (IB) (C) JonBs680 S Drown 4 

B 2-3452 TROJAN HERO (SA) p) (CO) (BF) Mrs M RanSayT 7 O... 

-LChemockT 


GOMG: Standard. 

STALLS: 7( tinBf - outside; rest-fosda. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: from Bf to tin 4l 

• Ftoresand, left-hand, owl course 

• Corse is Not town on A44S Station tin. ADMS90N: Ckfo 
C6; ~fattersaBs £6 (DAP members of Diamond Club Cfl: Viewing 
ftestorant E2&80 fockrfng entrance and meal CAR BARK: tree. 

• LEADWG TRAINERS: R HoSnthead G2-810 (fo2te) M John- 
atan 55-252 (2ia^ J Berry 44^04 (M5%) P Haraam3&206 (KW%) 
0 LEADWG JOCKEYS: Dean UcKaown 28496 (106%) F Lynch 
28-262 (BStfo. A Ctark 24-2W (tllte) D HaSand 23-133 (173%) 

• FAVOURITES: 390-005 (324%) 

BJNKE7ED HRST TIME: Franlde Harry (240) (vtsored) Shfre-e 
(Atil) Snappy Tfonea (4W) (vtaoretfl. 
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DAFFODIL MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added 1m If 79yds 
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FREES LA HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,000 
added 3Y05f 
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— . , Pain UcKaown 5 
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TUUP CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3,000 added 1m 6f1€6yds 

1 200-11 NETERASreCTO(25)(C}M Jtfrekii59DDHGBandBV 
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IRIS HANDICAP (CLASS C) £8,000 
added 7f 
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BETTlNS:MSi»rtB^ 3-1 Arafddnlnwa, 11-2 7-1 Who Deal. 

8-1 Drama King, 10-1 Portte Sophie, Bandra, 12-1 Qfaratae 


Molloy ends 
dispute with 
move to Eagles 



SHEFFIELD EAGLES have 

once more swooped to s.gn a 

Great Britain forward, sn at ™‘ 
ing Steve Molloy from Fealh- 

eistone Rovere. 

MoUoy. in dispute 
K*™ ^tranrfe^ed a 



an unuiswv^— _ . 

according to their coach, John 

Kcar» 

“Just like Michael Jackson 
from Halifax, we have been 
after him for five or six months 
and be is exactly what we need, 
Kear said. “He is an aggressive, 
robust runner who will make us 
loads of yards and he also has 
a great off-loading game. 

The move is a relief both for 
MoUoy, who bad vowed not to 
play for Ffeatheretone again- 
and for the game's administra- 
tor who faced the possibility 
of its registration system com- 
ing under a Bosman-style legal 
challenge. 

A measure of relief too for 
the amateur sides. Feather- 
stone Lions and SiddalJ, whose 
five-year bans from all cup 
competitions have been 
reduced on appeaL 

The two dubs had been 
p unis hed for a brawl at the end 
of the Yorkshire Cup final, but 
Barla, the amateur game's gov- 
erning body, has cut their sen- 
tence to suspension .from ail its 
cup competitions, and from 
representing the amateur game 
in the Challenge Cup. until 
September 1999, with a further 
year’s ban suspended. 

The televised Saturday 
match in the fifth round on 
28 February will be between 
Castleford and Bradford. 
Castleford could be without 
their centre, Barrie-Jon Mather, 
who damaged shoulder muscles 
iii last Saturday’s victory. 

The holders St Helens’ 
match against Warrington will 
be on BBC2 the following day. 


Confident 
Edwards eyes 
Valencia gold 


Athletics 


JONATHAN EDWARDS, 
who broke the UK indoor triple 
jump record on Sunday with a 
distance of 17.64 metres at the 
BUFA Grand Prix in Birming- 
ham, will lead Great Britain at 
the European Indoor Champi- 
onships in Wencia, Spain, next 
week. The Olympic silver 
medankt was named in Britain's 
33-member team yesterday. 

“Naturally my major ambi- 
tion is to win the gold medal," 
Edwards said. “The way I have 
been performing, despite suf- 
fering the odd injuiy and flu 
these last few weeks, makes me 
believe I can do iL Major cham- 
pionships with their tension 
and atmosphere always fetch 
the best out of me." 

Other medal hopefuls are 
Julian Golding in the 200m, 
Solomon Wariso in the 400m, 
Tony Jarrett (60m hurdles} and 
the triple jumper Ashia Hansen, 
who also set a British record - 
14.85m - In Birmingham. 

Darren Braithwaite, Dwain 
Chambers and Jason Garden- 
er will compete in the 60m. 

Denise Lewis has been se- 
lected for the long jump, but the 
Olympic heptathlon bronze 
medallist has yet to decide if she 
will join the team, 

Janine Whitlock, who bolds 
the British indoor record In the 
pole vault (4.21m), is also head- 
ing for Spain. 

GHEATBRfTAIN TEAM (Eurepnan Indoor 
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Luca the 


gaffer all 


grins as he 
takes over 


Chelsea's new ftalian player- manager is 
clearly at ease with his recent elevation at 
Stamford Bridge. Glenn Moore reports 


IF GIANLUCA VIALLI fills 
Ruud Gullit's rale in the dug- 
out as successfully tonight as he 
Look his place in the media spot- 
light yesterday Chelsea could be 
heading for Wembley. 

Vi alii, whose new charges 
must overturn Arsenal’s 2-1 
Coca-Cola Cup semi-final first 
leg lead at Stamford Bridge, 
matched Gullit's bravura display 
or Friday with a tourde force of 
his own at Chelsea's Heathrow 
training ground. 

Despite having woken up, in 
only his fifth day in the job. to 
newspaper tales suggesting 
Chelsea were already lining up 
a replacement. Vialli was all 
smiles. Faced by a 10-strong me- 
dia corps, featuring 1 1 TV crews 
and a large Italian presence, he 
showed an impressive com- 
mand of the English language, 
cracking jokes, expounding his 
philosophy as a manager and a 
person, and skilfully evading 
some well-laid traps. Ruud Gul- 
lit. he insisted, had not been 
"stabbed in the back”, he could 
look at himself “in the mirror” 
and he was promising change 
but not “revolution". 

Vialli was also given glowing 
testimonies by Mark Hughes 
and Dennis Wise but elsewhere 
it was business as usual as Ken 
Bates, the chairman, added to 
his criticism of Gullit. 

Vialli had arrived at training 
to find it under seige, half- 
term having co-inrided with 
his first public press conference. 
He then suffered his first defeat 
as manager as a team featuring 
what appeared to be the first- 
choice attack, including himself, 
Hughes and Gianfranco Zola, 
lost 4-0 to the defence. 

Much preening later Vialli. 
in pin-stripe shin, dark blazer 
and silk lie, faced the press and 
quickly revealed the highly visual 
nature of his grasp of English. 


“This it is a very difficult and ex- 
citing position,” he said. “I will 
have to be like a sponge and ab- 
sorb as much as possible.” 
Vialli, not surprisingly given 
the alleged breakdown in man- 
ager-player relations under 
Gullit, was quizzed on his new 
relationship with his team-mates. 

“Before I was a team-mate, 
a friend. Now I will have to make 
decisions and upset them. I want 
to be honest with them, open, 
blunt if necessary. Players want 
to know why and I will explain 
my decisions. They might not un- 
derstand, they might think Tm 
wrong, but 1 want my conscience 
dear and I hope they will respect 
my decision. You need players 
who want to do the job for you. 
They have to care about you.” 
Judging by Wise's testimony 
they da “He’s a wonderful man, 
I like him as a person and am 
looking forward to helping him. 
He still messes about and enjoys 
a joke with us. We still call him 
Luca, when I called him Gaffer 
he started laughing.” Wise 
agreed that ViallTs popularity 
made the decision to sack Gullit, 
which stunned the players, eas- 
ier to accept “We liked Ruud, we 
like Luca. It is thedub's decision, 
the players just have to accept it 
They haven't explained it to us 
but clubs never do.” 

Vialli added: “The players are 
intelligent enough to under- 
stand it is a team game, not a 
game forsngfemindk If they are 
dropped I hope they keep going 
and try to make me change my 
mind, I might do if I see the plac- 
ers work very hard in training 
and have the right spirit. If you 
are playing everything is easy, 
you are happy and confident 
When you don’t play you must 
be mature and help your team- 
mates to perform- If you can do 
that you are even better than the 
top scorer of the club.” 



Beardsley 

enters as Clark 

faces exit 



Chelsea’s new manager Granluca Vialli makes a point as he directs a training session at Heathrow yesterday 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


Vialli was the perfect exam- 
ple of that, as Hughes recalled: 
“I was impressed with the dig- 
nity with which he dealt with be- 
ing out of the side. I sit next to 
him in the dressing-room and be- 
fore every game he would wish 
me luck and you knew he gen- 
uinely meant it” Hughes expects 
to continue being in and out of 
the side and added* 'At this stage 
of a career you have to accept 
not playing every week.” 

Vialli said be did not know 
if he would rotate his strikers 
but added- “I hope the team win 
play so well that I can play the 
same team on Saturday and the 
following games.” This rather 
supports the belief he will play 
himself, Hughes and Zola in at- 
tack which is not good news for 
Tore Andre Flo. 

“He’s been veiy honest and 
fair,” Wise said, “he's probably 
a little nervous at the moment 


He's had the board out and told 
us how he wants us to play. He 
wants us to work hard and be 
disciplined, to train as we play. 
He is a perfectionist you can see 
it in the way he dresses.” 

Hughes added: “Most of us 
thought he'd become a coach. 
He did not mention it but he has 
a presence. I'm looking forward 
to working with him. He's pas- 
sionate about the game and he 
played in Italy where they have 
a different attitude, where the 
emphasis is on stopping teams 
playing.” 

“I will start from where Rudi 
left off ” Vialli said. “I will not 
be making revolution, that 
would be stupid, we are only in 
February and in a good position 
in the Premiership, the Coca- 
Cola Cup and in Europe. 

Vialli did Dot see Arsenal play 
Crystal Plalace on Sunday, except 
on television, as he was still un- 


dertaking a personal meeting 
with every member of Chelsea's 
30-strong professional staff. 

He died Juvenms, with 
whom he won the European 
Champions* Cup, as his model 
and believed hims elf influenced 
fay all his managers, Marcello Lip- 
pi, Vhleri Baskov, Azegiio Vlci- 
ni, Arrigo Saachi (who dropped 
him from the Italy side), Gio- 
vanni Trappatoni and Gullit. In 
England, he particularly ad- 
mired Alex Ferguson. Arsene 
Wenger and Gordon Strachan. 

The Brian Laudrup transfer 
is, he said, on hold while he con- 
centrates on this season. As for 
suggestions that he conspired 
against Gullit when meeting 
Laudrup on the eve of the 
Dutchman's dismissal he said: 
“I respond to my own con- 
science, at the end of the day 
you have to look in the mirror 
and you know if you have done 


something wrong. It is the way 
you behave day-to-day which 
shows people if you are a back- 
stabber or not. No one stabbed 
Rudi in the back, not the staff 
or the players, this decision 
has come from the board.” 
One possible avenue dosed 
for Gullit yesterday when 
Feyenoord. the club he sup- 
ported and played for, extend- 
ed Leo Beenhakker's contract 
as coach. Not that Chelsea 
have forgotten him. Speaking on 
Chelsea Gubeall Ken Bates, the 
chairman, said he was “disap- 
pointed” with the dub's per- 
formance this season. “With the 
squad we have we should be in 
the FA Cup instead of man- 
chester United, maybe five 
points ahead of them instead of 
behind in the league, and I'm 
not too happy we’re a goal 
down against Arsenal 
“I think towards the end he 


[Gullit] got a very aggressive 
commercial manager who was 
linin g up all these jobs. What 
with that and him getting Ms 
Dutch coaching badge, one had 
to ask where his priorities Lay.” 

Vialli suggested Gullit and 
Graham Rix were bade on good 
terms after mutually critical 
comments in the Sunday papers 
although his subsequent com- 
ment that it was the media's 
fault, in Rifs case, for allegedly 
paying him for the article, 
caused a few laughs, given 
VlaUi's £SQ.OOO-pIus deal with 
one paper last season. .. .. 

He dismissed the reports of 
his own imminent demise. *Tve 
played football for 17 years 
and I know some funny stories 
come up, this is part of the job. 
I know you can be sacked but 
I think Chelsea is not thinking 
about a new manager at the 
moment." 


£30m of talent available free 


By Mark Bradley 


CLUBS will receive details over 
the next month of more than 500 
players available on free trans- 
fers this summer due to the 
Bosman ruling- which could lead 
to the gulf between the salaries 
of Premiership and Football 
League professionals growing 
wider than ever. 

The Premier League is 
circulating a list of around 75 
players over the age of 24 who, 
despite being worth a combined 
total of more than £30m, will be 
out of contract in June and 
available for nothing. 

They include leading players 
such as the Aston Villa defend- 
er Steve Staunton, Leeds strik- 
er Rod Wallace, and goalkeepers 
Kasey Keller (’Leicester) and 
Shafca Hislop (Newcastle). 

Others are established veter- 
ans, such as Bolton’s Ft ter Beard- 
sley, Tottenham's Gary Mabbutt 


and even the former Chelsea 
player-manager Ruud Gullit. 

Many are set to command 
massive signing-on fees and 
wages if they move on as their 
new dubs will save on paying out 
transfer fees of up to £3m which 
would have been required if they 
bad still been under contract 

At the other end of the scale, 
the Football League will soon 
send out its own list of an esti- 
mated 450 players whose deals 
at lower League chibs also run 
out at the end of this season. 

With 140 of them at First Di- 
vision dubs - compared with only 
slightly higher numbers at Sec- 
ond and Third Divisions teams 
- some wfll certainly be in 
demand and will earn more than 
they could have done before the 
Bosman ruling on free movement 
of out-of-contract players. 

Yet the vast majority will be 
in stiff competition for places at 
other dubs. Last season, before 


the change in rules, just over half 
of the 299 players at the end of 
their contracts were not re- 
engaged by professional clubs. 

The lack of a transfer fee will 
no doubt make them more 
appealing to clubs, but the fear 
remains that most players will 
reap an even smaller fraction of 
the rewards that their Pre- 
miership counterparts receive. 

dubs will always want to 
hang on to their best players on 
long-term deals, but those rene- 
gotiating contracts with less cru- 
cial squad members could show 
them the list of 450 potential re- 
placements and argue there is no 
reason to pay them so much. 

“Dubs can realise just how 
many players are available on 
free transfers and we hope they 
win not be tempted to sign a lot 
of players on lucrative contracts 
that will put themselves in fi- 
nancial jeopardy,” a Football 
League spokesman said. 


Tyke tiro ruled 
out of replay 


Smith welcomes Advocaat 


CHRIS MORGAN, Barnsley's 
defensive hero in the draw at 
Old Trafford on Sunday, is out 
of his side's FA Cup fifth round 
replay against Manchester 
United due to his third ban of 
the season. 

Morgan has been outstand- 
ing since breaking into the 
Tykes’ first team a month ago 
and proved inspirational at the 
heart of the defence in the 1-1 
draw at Old Trafford. 

However, Morgan, who 
turned 20 on Friday and then 
made only his fifth appearance 
for Danny Wilson’s side 48 
hours later, has been collect- 
ing yellow cards in the 
reserves. 

Morgan's suspension means 
he will be sidelined for Satur- 
day’s trip to Coventry in the Pre- 
miership and the return match 
with Alex Ferguson's side at 
Oakwell next Wednesday. 


By Ken Gaunt 
and Simon Buddand 


WALTER SMITH yesterday 
sent his best wishes to Dick Ad- 
vocaat, the man who will suc- 
ceed him in the manager’s chair 
at Ibrox on 1 July. 

Smith is stepping down from 
the Rangers hot seat at the end 
of the season, although he may 
remain in another position. 

AdvocaaPs derision to leave 
PSV Eindhoven in May was 
confirmed on Monday and 
Smith has wanned to the ap- 
pointment: “He has a lot of re- 
spect in European coaching 
circles,” Smith said. “He has the 
reputation of being an ex- 
tremely good organiser of play- 
ers in a technical sense. 

“He is coming to a great dub. 
Maybe I am a bit biased, and 
why not. because 1 have been a 
Rangers supporters all my life. 

“The set-up under David 


Murray at Ibrox is incredible. 
Everything is in place and l 
hope Dick can take us a stage 
further in our progress." 

Celtic could thank their goal- 
keeper Jonathan Gould for 
their contunued progress in the 
Texments Scottish Cup on Mon- 
day night. In the 2-1 victory at 
Dunfermline Gould produced a 
contender for save of the season. 
In front of the watching Scotland 
manager Craig Brown, Gould's 
heroics mean he is now in firm 
contention for a B internation- 
al place against his father’s 
team, Wales, on 24 March in 
Cumbernauld. 

Plucked from reserve team 
football at Bradford City for a 
nominal foe. Gould has estab- 
lished himself as first choice at 
Parkhead and been awarded a 
long-term deal 

His crucial save at East End 
Park came with the score 0-0 on 
the half-hour. Stewart Petrie’s 


ByAlanNiwm 

ITRANK CLARK faces the sad: 
as Manchester Giy'smanapr ® . 

the next 24 horns, with Joc 
Royle lined up to replace hnn. 
dark’s tenure at Maine Road 
may be over tomorrow’ whether 

he wins, loses or draws agamst 

Ipswich tonight It may even 
come to a head before, 
tlement figure can be reached. 

The City chairman. Francs , 

Lee. is under pressure to act as « 
he fights for his own position, 
with <r q '-fr"ig Clark his onfy so- 
lution. Clark will not resign to 
heft) him out of the crisis. 

Royle, out of work for almost 

a year, will be approached and 
asked to take charge for the rest 

of the season. He is likely to want 
the services of Willie Donachie, 
his former Everton assistant who 
is currently coach at Sheffield 
United. 

dark signed Peter Beardsley 
yesterday, a nd launched a broad- 
side at the board. Clark was an- 
gjy that he had not been told 
about a club statement issued 
overnight which was effectively ft'. 

an ultimatum. 

“I didn’t know it was being 
made and I haven’t seen it or 
read it,” Clark said. “It would 
have been nice if someone had. 
mentioned it to me.” 

Beardsley, out in the cold for 
weeks at Bolton after joining the 
club in August for £500,000. has 
moved on a month’s loan and wfll 
make his debut tonight. 

Waives have denied that they' 
made an illegal approach last 
year to a schoolboy attached to 
another dub. They were one of 
five chibs charged by the Foot- 
ball Association yesterday with 
trying to poach young players 
from other chibs. 

- Manchester United. New- 
castle, Everton, Aston Villa and 
Wolves are alleged to haw ifc * 
breached the FAs Programme of 
Excellence Regulations. 

“We have submitted our re- 
sponse and vigorously deny the 
charge of an Segal approach to 
a Kkyear-okjftoycx, formerly at 
Shrewsbury Tbwn, -in March 
1997," Wolves’ managing direc- 
tor, John Richards, said. 

The dubs have until tomor- 
row to answer the charges. Ever- 
ton ha ve been charged following 
a complaint from Wolves in qqnr 
nectiQa with four playeis, while 
ViDa are charged ewer aDegpd ap- 
proaches to three Wfest Brom 
players and one at Chariton. 

Hull have complained about 
Newcastle trying to sign two of 
their players, while Manchester 
United have been charged over 
alleged bids for a player each ^ 
from Crewe and Stockport 

Brendon Batson, the Profes- 
sional Footballers’ Association 
deputy chief executive, said stiff - - 

sanctions should be applied if 
dubs continued to break the 
rules. “The rules are there and 
everybody should abide by 
them," he said. 
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Wright needs 
knee surgery 


By Bill Pierre 


SNOW REPORTS 


Ski Hotline 


Latest snow and weather reports 
from 2D0+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 


Voice reports 0891 333 110 + code 
Fax reports 0897 500 086 + oode 


For a full Tet of all ila codes by 
voice or fax cfaJ 0990 KX) 843 


Ski Snapshot 

At a glance to snow cowfidons at 
over 200 resorts world-wide 
0897 500 SOI 
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Calls to 0891 numbers ccs SOp/tnin: to 08975 numb,* fl/mln'at all times. Helpline 0990 133 *6 


Today’s fixtures 


Weekend fixtures and pools guide 


Football 

7.30 tartesa stated 
COCA-COLA CUP 
SEMI-FINALS SECOND LEG 
Chetaea (1) v Arsenal (2) <7.45) 


MMdteafarough {11 v Liverpool (2) flLOS) 
PA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 

Aston Vflta v Mancheetar Utd (7.45) 

Southampton v Coventry (7A5)_ 


NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

Manchester City v Ipswich (7A5) _ 
Norwich vitamer* (7 A5)„ — 
VMimv Bradford Cfty <7A5) 


REPRESENTATIVE MATCH: Heflenfc League 
XI v Dr Manana League XI (m Burnham). 
PRESS A .JOURNAL HIGHLAND LEAGUE: 
Fbrt WBarn v Bgin Oty; Nairn Cany v F 
burgh 

LEAGUE OF WALES GBwt I 
find wooed lag: Oonwy Utd i 
ChyCL 

FAi HARP LAGER CUP Second-round re- 
play: Finn Harps v Galway (7451 
PONTTNS LEAGUE Pramtar DMafcrc Efc**- 
bumRncnvt 
ondDMakNvL. 

Rochdale v Carfsle Utd pnj; 

rv'itrtl 


TENNENTS SCOTTISH CUP 
FOURTH-ROUND REPLAY 
Inverness CT v Dundee Utd (7AG) 
GM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE 
F&mborough v Slough (7 AS). 


rSheffiettWtonaalwnjai'Bae. 
rc BumJey v ShaffleW UW (735); 

Cartel UM (7D); Shrewsbury v 

Rotherham OTJ; Stxhport County v 'fa* 

[of Hyde (An. Third DMsIon: Bury v Qw 
floB: Cheater Oty v Doncaster Rovers < 


DR MARTBtS LEAGUE Premier DMsIon: 
SttfingOoume v King's Lyr*l (745). 

RYMAN LEAGUE Flret Division: CrnyOan 
v-Whytfeafe; Molesey v Bognor Regb 
(7A& Fufl M a m her a ' Cup third round: Lay- 
ton Pennant vYfeatftig. 

UNIBOND LEAGUE Untfila Rr» Division 
Cup third-round replay: Bradford Port fv- 

enuevDraytodea 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE First Dlvfaion: Betlngton vDun- 
ston FB: BSngham Synthonla v Eastogton; 
Crock v Carartt Dutiim v Jnntwr Seatem 
vNonhaflenon 

INTERLINK EXPRESS MIDLAND AL- 
LIANCE: Stzponhi v Ftoshafl. 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier 
Dhnatotc Wtestowa v Tiptnw (745) 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 
Premier Dfvbkm: Brigg v Sdbr, ShoffleW 
v Pontefract 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE First 
DtvWon: Eastboune Town v Burgass l-M 

Uma 

WDGTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE RrttDt- 
yWon: Canterbury v Fdfcostane (7A^. 


Newcastle Utd v Wigan Athletic 
GafesftesGO; Scarborough vHJT 
Scumhorpe v WNbal fri*. 

AVON INSURANCE COMBMWTION Hat Di- 


vision: toswteh V Chanson AthMlc (7I>; MB- 
wal v Swindon Tbwn CZfl): MmUedon 


Portsmouth (£0) (a PteugftLm). 


Rugby League 

StKOJTCHAllSIGE CUP RutfHwnd 
replay: Dewsbury v Lancashire Lynx. 


Rugby Union 

REPRESENTATIVE MATCHES: Cornwall v 
Ffeyal Navy (7B (af ST-Austeffl; Kant v Com- 
Wnefl London On Boys (730) (fflAsteans). 


Cricket 

FIRST ON MAY A INTERNATIONAL: Sri 
Lar*aAv£ntfan}Ai*0r>3ttin)(BfManuu- 
WBJ. 


Basketball 

BUOWEJSER LEAGUE; Manchester Giants 
v Derby 9torm (730); Qreaar London Laop- 
ftfda v NBwcarfe EagtoG (730). 


Other sports 

SNOOKER: Scottish Open (at Aberdeen), 


FA Carting Premiership 

1 ArsertN v Crystal Palace 1 

2 Bolton v West Ham x 

3 Coventry v Barnsley „1 

4 Leicester v Chelsea X 

6 ‘Liverpool v Everton _._1 

6 Manchester LHd v Derby .1 

7 Sheffield Wad v •fotterawn 1 

8 Southampton v Btaetoum — ...2 

9 Wmbtedon v Aston Vila 1 

•Postponad: Liverpool v Everton 
Monday Poofs portal wttadjudiea 
lag Stohday: Newcastle v Leeds. 

Nationwide Football League 
First Division 

10 Bradford Crty vOxfad Utd 1 

11 Huddersfield v Wolves - _„2 

12 Ipswich v Norwich x 

13 Mddwsfetnugri v Sunderland x 

14 0PRvPort>fata^ 1 

15 testing v Portsmouth 1 

16 Stodport v Chfliteo J 2 

17 Stake v Nottingham Forest & 

18 Swindon v Manchester Ctty._ „..i 

19 Tlanmam v Crewe jj 

20 West BromwhJi v Bury _.,„„1 

Pleylng Sunday. 3rmnct ia m v Shefltefc] utd 

Second Division 

21 Bristol Rovers v CMdham x 

22 Burnley v Brentford ..._ 1 

23 Chesterfleld v WraKham 1 

M Futamv Wigan [l 

25GannflhtimvCartale 

26Gm$by v Bournemouth t 

27 Luton v Bristol Oty 7”!i 

28 MSwaS v Northampton 2 

29 Preston v Wycombe .X 

30 Southend v Blackpool 

31 walsativ Plymouth ‘t 

32 Vbrk v Wattafd.M.,. 


cross from the right picked out 
Andy Tod for a free header and 
the defenders powerful con- 
nection sent the ball goalwards 
at pace. 

“It was the first thing I had to 
do all match,” Gould said “I just 
tried to make sure I got across 
from the near post back to cov- 
er the header and just managed 
to get my feet to it." 

tually the last moment of action ARSENE WENGER has told 'W 
for Gould with Sfephane Mah£ Ian Wright to hold on to his 
and Ha raid Brattbakk putting hopes of making the World Cup, 

CeJtic 2-0 up m the second-half, despite the torn cartilage which 
But for Gould, who kept a means the 34-year-old Arsenal 
clean sheet throughout Celtic’s striker will have an operation on 
march to the Coca-Cola Cup, his left knee today 
there was a late blow as David The Areenal mahawr be- 
Bm^amscoredtomakeitM. lieves that modem adSices in 

keyfaole "31 soon ba^ 
reminded Weight back, and he said yester- 
me that was the first Cup goal day: “It is not a big injury these 

e f h , ? 11SSeaS0D ’ days and Ian’s age is n^fanpor- 
wfocb was mcc of him to point tanL There is asinall tear raan 
out, Gould said, inskfecarta^andnalfyitisnow 

considered a minor operation. He 

® naturally feeling a little bit 

Third Division down, but in three to four weeks 

1 116 be ready to pfay again.” 

35 DortcasBfv Torquay 2 wengerfaces the prospect of 

“ o***s* k d °iog without mne first-choice - 

38 ^ players for tonight’s Coca-Cbla V* '* 

as uncotn city v Bamet ..ZZ.ZZ ''i ^ U P semi-final second leg at 

Stamford Bridge, most notably 
Dennis Bergkamp, who has an 

C^W^couIdbeSgh,- . 

*w Celtic v K 2 mamock *Jg for a place m the Uefa Cup 

41 jXjnfermfine v Ctondaeuio ZZZZZ'x ^summer, even if they are rel- 

SESS'te i egsted. Palace, 18Ui ia the Pre- 

«4 st Johnstons v Atxwte«, ZZZZZZZ a ““ership, are the only English 
Hrst Division du ^ t0 expressed a desire 

h t0 compete in the InterToto 

Cup. wimiingwiiid! provides an 

48 Hamtan v St wyi^n entry into the Uefa Cup. 

Derby are to lodge a protest 
oyer Jamaica’s decision to keep " 
3*!7s striker, Deon Burton, fora 

^ nend *y this weekend. Burton is 

^ Wday, winch rules him om of . 

Ifga&SSi: ^^gameatOWTinfibrd. €fj 
^ Cbns Kaniara^ 111 ^ 

rMwS&SSS *22*°** uw. U & httoourQe his first sign- 

^ ^ymg Coventry f50Q^X»to 
“e 29-year-old forward: 



■^3 purr; 


cats 
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THE INDEPfcNUtwi 

•WEDNESDAY IS FEBRUARY mfi 


Rugby Union 


Au ^. ever - lh * forth rjo hi 
Australian had become fo- 

as a s«teon 
ot promise turned sour. Lrfcw 

? r ( Qst r to Pau in the quarur- 

? al of lhc European Cup. to 

Bitter 

and * hcir pretension to sur- 
“** “ ,be fc ague have suffered 
a numter of blows, culminating 
J?, a Pre nuership defeat at 
Gloucester a fortnight ago. 

> , a surprise, despite his insisting vverv °f, player unrcst 

^ ; t yestenJay. “In my opinion it has drapped 

Austin Healey, on to the bench 

tor. ‘he Premiership match 
agamst London Irish. This fol- 
lowed reports of a row between 


moves in as Tigers sack Dwyer 


By DaWd UeweHyn 

I LEICESTER last night 
, replaced a legend with an icon. 

sacking Bob Dwyer as director 

• of nigby and installing the 
, Wclford Road favourite Dean 

• Richards as first-team manag- 
er “in ibe interim," according to 
the farmer England No 8. 

Dwyer’s departure k not such 


' not been an unsuccessful time for 
; Leicester. I am disappointed to 
; be leaving after a happy and l 
■ believe, successful stay." 


the two in training,. At the time 
Dwyer sa id Healey had a calf 
Mrain and was nni fully fii. 
Healey claimed he wav 100 per 
cent fit and 'available to play. 

After the Gloucester match 
Dwyer sounded on the brink or 
resignation when he said: “I am 
completely disillusioned. 1 can't 
think of anything to say. It's 
quite clear we are not good 
enough. I figure if a coach Is not 
producing the goods he should 
look elsewhere.” 

The clincher probably came 
a couple of days later when the 
Leicester chief executive, Peter 
Wheeler, showed how fully pro- 
fessional the game has become 



gambles 
pn front-row rookie 


By Chris Hewett 

Rug qr Unio n Corespondent 

WUVJE WOODWARD has 
"risked any number of shots in 
the dark since taking over the 
England coaching job last Sep- 
tember, none of which would 
have kept William TfcU awake at 
night. But he was back on tar- 
get practice duty again yester- 
day as he fired Phil Vickery, a 
tight-head prop whose physical 
dimensions are matched only by 
his chronic inexperience, into a 
powder-puff red rose from row 
for this weekend’s seriously 
important Five Nations tussle 
with Wales at Twickenham. 

Given that England's last set- 
piece experiment - the double 
gamble with Andy Long and 
WQl Green against Australia last 
November - blew up so calami- 
tously in Woodward’s face that 
1 resembled a mad professor 
in an Ealing comedy, this new 
brainwave is a bold call indeed 
Vickery may weigh in at 19 
stones and he may be in the 
process of learning his trade at 
Gloucester, the most respected 
front-row academy of them all. 
However, he is also a baby-faced 
21 -year-old whose record of 
. achievement against world-dass 
scrummage rs is not so much 
slight as non-existent. 

“The way I see it. I've got to 
go out there against W&Jes and 
do exactly what I do week-in, 


week-out for Gloucester," said 
Ihe Devon-born, Cornwall- 
raised farm boy, who replaces 
Darren Garfonh at the coalface 
on Sanjrday. “That means play- 
ing with heart and passion and 
it means making the stability of 
the scrummage my top priori- 
ty. Am I surprised ua be capped 
so quickly? Yes. But I’m even 
more delighted.” 

Woodward has made a sec- 
ond change to the front row 
mangled and ultimately mur- 
dered by Christian CaKfano 
and his French colleagues in 
Paris in the opening round of 
Five Nations matches. Richard 
Cockerill. the Leicester hook- 
er who worked his way so 
effectively under All Black skins 
before Christmas, returns for 
Mark Regan, whose immediate 
future as an international for- 
ward now looks bleaker than a 
wet Wednesday in Widnes. 

“It was always in the back of 
my mind to give PhD a game this 
season and after discussions 
with our specialist forward 
coaches. I've decided that this 
is the time to do it,” said Wood- 
ward. Tm not blaming the 
Paris defeat on Garforth or 
Regan or anyone else in isola- 
tion, but the selections are 
based on merit, as always.” 
Quite why Woodward can 
find no room in his meritocra- 
cy for the rejuvenated Victor 
Ubogu, currently playing the 


when, horrowing from foul- 
hall-spcak, he gave Dwyer the 
dreaded vole of confidence. 

The Tigers honker Richard 
Cockerill was quick to deny that 
player power had a pari in ihe 
57-yeur-old’s dismissal. “His 
departure has nothing in do 
with the players.” Cockerill 
insisted after breaking off from 
England's training session. “It’s 
a board decision. I am disap- 
pointed and surprised. Bob was 
good for Leicester in a number 
of ways and I am not aware of 
much criticism being aimed in 
his direction. He is a very, very 
good coach.” 

Even Healey, who was 


moved out to the wing from 
scrum-half by Dwyer, was mag- 
nanimous enough to offer: “He 
has revived my England career 
because I am playing on the wing 
against the Welsh on Satur- 
day." And Healey played down 
the dispute and the role it might 
have played in Dwyer leaving, 
adding: “I don’t think a profes- 
sional board like Leicester's 
would take into account a slight 
disagreement on the playing 
field. 1 respected him as a coach. 
Bob improved the skill levels of 
everyone at the dub.” 

Dwyer, an electrical engineer 

by profession, has an incompa- 
rable coaching record. In 10 


years, from 1987 to 1995, as 
Australia coach he guided them 
to the 1991 World Cup and by 
the end of his lime at the helm 
they had won 46 of their 73 
matches in his charge. Defeat 
against England in the quarter- 
fimiofthe 1995 Vforld Cup, fol- 
lowed by a 2-0 BledisJoe Cup 
setback against New Zealand a 
couple of months later, sealed 
his fate. 

He then had a spell with the 
fashionable Racing Club de 
Paris, who were unfortunately 
relegated at the end of that sea- 
son. In July 1 996 he took up the 
reins at Welford Road and at 
one point Leicester were in apo- 


sidon to win an extraordinary 
treble of European Cup. League 
Championship and Rlldngton 
Cup. They reached the 
Heinekcn Cup final only to 
lose to Brive, fell apart in the 
League and finally scraped to 
in the Pilkington Cup, 

beating Sate in a lacklustre final 

One of Dwyer’s most notable 
successes was the signing of 
South African stand-off Joel 
Straasky and since Leicester 
have also parted company with 
Dwyer's assistant, Duncan Hall 
a Queenslander, there is every 
chance that the talented Spring- 
bok w31 have the chance to 
realise his ambition to coach. 



Dwyer: Disappointed 

The talismanic Richards, 
holder of 48 England caps, saw- 
“I will be doing some hands-on 
coaching,” but he then Intunat- 
ed that a full-time coaching ap- 
pointment would be made. 

is a huge challenge For me over 
ihe next few months. It is nor go- 
ing to be easy ” 


most dynamic rugby of his 
career at Bath, must remain one 
of life's little mysteries. 

There was nothing mysteri- 
ous about the verbal assault 
dished out yesterday by John 
Mitchell however. The quietly- 
spoken but darkly threatening 
New Zealander was brought in 
by Woodward to maximise the 
performance of the English 
pack along All Black lines and 
just al tbe moment, be feels 
betrayed. “We've just had the 
biggest heart-to-heart since I've 
been involved and the players 
are in no doubt what I expect 
from them against the Welsh.” 
he snarled. 

“We let ourselves down in 
Paris, no question. There are 
certain specific reasons why 
the scrummaging went so bad- 
ly and while I'm not prepared 
to identify those factors, 1 will 
say this. We copped out against 
the French. We were too soft. 
We weren’t aggressive enough. 
That’s the message I’m bring- 
ing to this pack and Tm bring- 
ing it because if you're going to 
achieve anything in any area of 
a rugby pitch, you have to dom- 
inate up front.” 

No one who ran into 
Mitchell during his ferocious 
tenure as captain of Waikato, not 
to mention his unbeaten run as 
the skipper of the 1993 All 
Black midweek dirt-trackers, 
tends to be much interested in 



Stand and deliver: England are dwarfed by Twickenham as they prepare for Saturday's Five Nations contest with Wales Photograph: David Ashdown 


arguing the loss when he clam- 
bers on to his soapbox and his 
influence this week will be fun- 
damental to England's chances 
of earning Woodward a must- 
needed first victory in six Tbsi 
outings. It is, however, worrying 


for Woodward, Mitchell and 
every other member of “Qub 
England" that the changes 
amount to nothing more than a 
cash-strapped gambler's shuffle 
of a very modest pack. 

At least England have seen 


sense outside the scrum: Matt 
Ferry, dropped more as a result 
of Mike Grtfs frailties than any 
of his own, displaces his Bath 
club-male at full-back to win his 
fifth cap. “I still think Mike was 
the right selection for Paris, but 


Perry now appears the more at 
home in the position,” said 
Woodward. It was an intriguing 
comment, for Pbrry has not ap- 
peared at full-back since mid-Jan- 
uaiy. lb be sure, coaches play by 
different rules to the rest pf us. 


ENGLAND!- 

ftl Pany (Bah! D Bw (Safe) J Gu*coH ( s 
WGnmuvetS. A Hwoy /both Lacastflfl P 
Grayson (Northampton). K Bnetan [Sara- 
cens! J Lsanard (Hntecyjins) R Cockerill 
(LacBStor). P Vtctawy (t3touc88ter). M John- 
son ftofcasfcrt « Archer (Newcastle). L Pat- 
Uo (Wisps, capQ, R HBI (Saracens* N Back 
(Leicester! Raptacanranta: II Cali (Bate! P 
do QlansUe (Bath) M Damon {Northamp- 
ton! D Gwtorth. 0 West (both ufcesurj, O 
Grmcodc (Saracens). A CHproaa (Saracens! 


Japan in raptures as Harada sheds his burden no luckfor Gooch as mness takes its ton 


^Winter Olympics 


Hike Rowbottom 
reports from Nagano 


A NATION rejoiced here yes- 
terday as Japan's ski jumpers 
secured the team gold medal 
which had so traumatically elud- 
ed them four years earlier. But 
most of all it rejoiced for the 
'man whose last-jump failure at 
be 1994 Games had cost his 
country dear, Masahiko Harada. 

After the title had been 
secured by Japan’s last juniper, 
Xazuyoshi Funaki, who already 
*ad a silver and a gold respec- 


Sporting Digest 


dFrostad purrs 
Wer big cats 

tiling 

autTrostad had two reasons 
be happy yesterday. As he 
ted Innovation Kvaemer up 
ih Swedish Match, Toshiba 
id- Merit Cup for the 2,000- 
fle struggle for second place 
i the fifth leg of the Whit- 
ead Round the World Race, 
e Norwegian skipper was 
’*! looking to an even greater 
^.y-ature in the future, writes 
aart Alexander in Auckland. 
Frostad, now striking a 
are easterly route, has the nn- 
ediate problem of ncgotjal- 
l the lottery of light and fickle 
nds on the run up the east 
ast of South America to SSo 
foastiSo. The four yachts dis- 
ning second place are in 
■hi of each other and ex- 
cting positions to change 

ten. . .. 

But he is finding tune to dis- 
ss plans to build three giant 
Oft to 130ft catamarans, in 
itnership with two other syn- 
atessfor“The Race”, the two- 
ip round the world race 
luadtiied to- start on 31 
iceinber 2000. 



4 Merits 
tanonfenitaamer 




lively from the individual 90m 
and 120m hill competitions, 
Harada and his two younger 
team-mates ran over to their 
colleague like madmen before 
diving down into the snow 
alongside him to celebrate. 

A few moments later, as the 
realisation of what had occurred 
s an k in, Harada’s expressive 
lace contorted into tears and his 
shoulders sagged, the burden of 
four years slipping from them. 

Harada's performance on the 
day reflected his career - 
polarised between triumph and 
disaster. In the first of his two 
jumps, the 29-year-old world 
champion reduced tbe Rising 


Badminton 

THOMAS CUP MEN’S WORLD TEAM 
CHAMPIONSHIP Eurapaan (MoHfying 
tournament (Sandoffortl, Nor); Portugal 5 
Haty 0: Zarrtote 4 Geogalj totate SFrence 

1 ; AimetBa 5 Arerbajan D; Norway 5 IrateineJ 

0; Estorta 3 Brad 2; WhertHn&4 Pom- 
gal 1: UkraneS Iceland Q; Bulgaria 3 Unh- 
id States 2; Sweden 4 Poland l Aswr 

Ksetsassesssws 

4 New Zealand 1; Myanmar 4 Paktemn 1; 
Canada 4 Sri Lanka l 
USER CUP WOMEN'S WORLD TEAM 
CHAMPIONSHIP European > quMWV*B 
tournament (Sandeflord, Nw): Norwray 3 
Czech Republic £; Belarus 5 Btedum ft 

Ukraine 5Au3tiia 0; intend S. LaWa, g 


Italy 2; Nethertemds 5 Ukraine ft ftwa 5 

rtiius 0; Myamiar o Macao 0. 

Basketball 

NBA; atendo BSAaartt 8t; New JarasyTO 
Niwaiae 9ft Houston 1Z1 Los Angate* C^>- 

^ftl^B6Chari0tie9a 


Boxing 



ty pemts tor inirriBw^® 

SXK® 

ihe boards Annual General Meeting 
In London on 20 May. 

Cricket 

Tbe fourth dayfe pby 'm 
kohuMn South Africa and Pakista i 

second mrings. 


Sun-waving multitude crammed 
into the Hakuba venue to silence 
as he dropped down at 79.50m. 
The sixth worst of the 104 jumps 
taken in tbe 13 competition. 

Six days earlier. Harada had 
produced a similar effect on the 
home crowd with the last jump 
of the individual 90m hill com- 
petition. Leading the first-jump 
standings, he had needed only 
to reach within four metres of 
his first effort to secure the gold. 
He failed, and finished fifUi. 

Four days after that, he had 
shown the same bewildering 
inconsistency on the 120m hill, 
performing badly but recover- 
ing to lake the individual bronze 


Football 

The Rochdale goakeeper Steve By- 
watsr, 16 , has signed for Wfesl Ham on 
loan mtfl the end of the season with 
a view to a permanent transfer. The 
Ehgiand Uhcfer-18 Irtemattonal played 
atrial gams for ihe Hanrrwtf reserves 
tfTBe weeks ago and impressed man- 
ager Hany Redeiapp despite being 
sent oft 

Tha UnIBond League Premier Division 
dub Gubeiey haws appointed their Top 
scorer, the farmer Leeds United strik- 
er Bobby Davison, as their new j-— 

er-manager. He replaces 5 

Richards, who resigned on Monday. 
NATIOtMflDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE Ffatm 
changes: Frl 27 Fab: Colchester v Peter- 
btatxnhffom 28 ft!* Sun T Sbr. ftjrtltfs 
v Stote fiom 28 few. 

BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE Fixture 
changes: Tu» 24 Fate Queen id Sottfi 
v Oydobai* (from 25 Feb). «Kl a Feb: 
Postponed: Afaion Rovers v Berwick. 
AFRICAN NATIONS ■ CUPj 
Group D: Zambia 3 (Mamba «, K Bwalya 

SSHHSsSF * 1 2 3 * 5 

MONDATS LATE RESUUS : Ttennent e 
Scottish Cup fourth round: Duntamwie 1 

m81) £ 
fc«w*5 
fenTw 

u fcla v . . 

suranoa Northern Leeguej 


(Binghan 8l) CeWc 2 (Mah6 5ft BranbaWt 
ff?) toast bkw to Dumtea UK) 

- ’ ■ -'•*-■ --leondLeefluePra- 

GuteeteylAnwOln- 
egue Fuel DIvtalocE 


UnBond 

tWerOteWoKHydel 


PaKfelan329. 


RTM Nawcesfte » ftmte i 
Hrat DWtekxi: Leicester 5 Port Vaie Q 
ond DWMon: Lincoln .1 Wgiftani ^p. Avon 
Insurance Combination M yW on: 
Chettaa 2 Vtest Ham 1; Luan 1 AreenaHj 
Southampton 2 Brighton 2. The Those FA 
Yautti Cup fourth round: Quee ns Part: 
tenons f Blackburn Hovers 5. French 
SwqwteM Paris Si^emwi 
IMfe OOriSi NMtontf Oup (»Jridno 

ssr 

Golf 

The Australasian PGA Is to decuss a 
iow venture deal with Soutfi African 
Sflcials to lessen scheding clashes 
and allow players to compete in 
events on both tows. 

US PSA TOUR LewSrW.mwW 

uniats stated): 1 J Panwjjto t®*®) 
ijj ™S444S63: 3 F Co*** 


with the biggest leap of the day. 

After the first round of 
jumps yesterday, Japan were 
down in fourth place and 
Harada was faced with carrying 
a lifelong reputation as a 
choker. But outstanding efforts 
from the two other jumpers, 
Hiroya Saito and Thkanobu 
Okabe, who produced a 137m 
leap, recovered the position. 
What could Harada do 
for his Olympic finale? 

He admitted afterwards that 
memories of Lillehammer four 
years earlier came to mind. 
“To be honest, I was very con- 
cerned that the same thing 
would happen again after 


S422BM; 4 S Stepson S383B63; 5 S Kendal 
$361550; B T Vfetson 8350400: 7 P Meta* 
son S316S2K 8 T Woods S258£0ft 9 B 
GMbBfger SM2aft tO B Ltettlte S2»S40a 

Hockey 

rtghfown, die Cup houses, tha run- 
standing dub at prB^TL^^ouQri, 
have been drawn apart In the quar- 
ter-final tftaw far the EHA Cup, wiich 
was made yesterday. 

EHA CUP Quaam^flnH dreue Doncaster 
v SkXKii; Often Scottfeh UtevTitilans; Hgh- 
town v Sutton CoUfiold; Lau^hnough 

StutteritsvAJdh^afrresrDbopfaywtSifff- 

dsySAptfJ. 

Rugby League 

Tha former Ofcfiam Bears forward, 
Gary Lord, has Joined Wakafied Trin- 
ity on a one-year contract 
The BBC wfl tsIsvisB the » Cut Chal- 
lenge Cup fifth-round tie between 
Caetlefora and Bradford Bufis on Sat- 
mtey 28 February ppm) and, cm the 
tolowing clay, St Helens v Warrington 
(M6pmj- 

A retired sct®c*T«ster Join ComwMt 
58, a farmer deputy leader of South 
Yorkshire Cound, has been append- 
ed as ihe inaugurti chairman at the 
Ybuth CommtesJon, the body set up 
to establish a common potey for the 
development of junior rugby league in 
Britain and Jretanct 

Rugby Union 

Bristol have won their appeal aoafost 
having to play two games witrtn 48 
hours this weekend. They had been 
scbecUted to ptay an Ajfed Dunbar 
Preniarehlp game at London Irish on 
FrUayandaaieltanham&aouces- 
tsrt^quBlBr-finai at Bedford onSuT- 
day. The English Rugby PartnersHp 
Board has, however; niedthatthePm- 
rrienhk) oame must taker priority and 
has asked Bedford to offer Bristol an 
alternative data tor the Cup tia 
The England A winger Steve Hackney 
has stoned a parrfme contract at the 
Allied Dunbar Premiers 
Waterloo. 

Sailing 

Berth the G8 1 and (30 d teams were 
rfinal places in the 
iRmilSAFVtaldTeamRao- 
■ig Ctrampfanshlps In Mtorf after be- 
Ing undefeated 7-0 it the round robin 


my first jump,” he said. 

Adjusting his goggles at the 
lop of tbe ramp, he slid down 
to his destiny - and soared out 
to 137m, the joint furthest jump 
of the day. Pandemonium. And 
when Funaki held tbe whole 
thing together with a jump of 
125m, Japan’s day of triumph 
was complete. 

The scenes in the aftermath 
of victory will be remembered 
here as English people cherish 
the memory of the 1966 World 
Cup jubilation. Later, an ecstatic 
crowd of 15,000 spectators 
packed into Nagano's Central 
Square to see the quartet pre- 
sented with their medals. 


Snooker 

REGAL SCOTTISH OPEN 


ond round: J Mtite (Eng) tit G Don (S at) 
te) w C Smal (Sco) 5- 


Soo- 


5-4; E Hondoraon 
3; C Seaton . 

Dohany frt btS 
son (Eng; « M Cojdr 


i C Smal (Sco)! 
Swale (N M) 5-4; K 



(EnglWlR 

5-4Tt*d r 

(Eng) 5-2; P Ebefoo . . , 

5-ftF O-EHen (H) bt jTW (Eng) 5-3: 1 
Burran (Waq u o Date (WBQ 5-2. 

Tennis 

Louse Latimer, the 20-year-akj war- 
wfefcshlo player; and Lude Arit of Ex- 
eter, both btsa seeded pbyers to reach 
the second round of the WTA Chal- 


Essex, yesterday, b art, 

the seventh seed. 


Nagano’s White Ring arena is 
tuniing into one of Nicky 
Gooch's least favourite places, 
writes Mike Rowbottom. 

Last year Britain’s bronze 
medallist from the 1994 Games 
had a disastrous world cham- 
pionships here, and last night his 
hopes of success in the 1,000 
metres short track speed skat- 
ing event disappeared in just 
over a minute and and a half. 

The 25-year-old from Barnes 
had his preparations for these 
Games disrupted by a chest in- 
fection, which caused him to lose 
a week’s training after arriving 
here on 2 Rsbruaty. He finished 
third and last in his heat behind 
Canada's Francois Drolet, and 


Karin Kschwondt, of Austria, write Ahl 
beatthei 
rutehet of franca 
ST JUDE'S ATP TOURNAMENT (Mam- 
phto) FW round: V Spadoa (US) M A OBrtwi 
— &3 8-4; R Rs 

8-4 B-Z M 

(Aim) 7-6 8-*; R v. 

SanoUteU 00 3-6 7-6 6-4; 
bt C Vre* (Get) 2-6 7-5 6-3; J A VBoca 


t F Sontno (FrtS-2 ft-4; 
| W J Bjutamn (Swe) 6-1 


ATP CHALLENGER TOURNAMENT (L&- 
«a ftoh 



blE Ran cart 4-6 7-fi 6-4; SCairpbfll 
bt G Doyla (Aus) 6-4&a 
EUROPEAN COWUNTTY ATP TOURNA- 
MENT (Antwara) First round; M Damm [Cz 
Rep) MF Dowi4l03cl) 4-67-68-4; J Stemw** 
(Netti) bt G NariMvv: (Croe) 6-4 fr3; A For- 
tes (Sp) bt D Hrtaty (StwaA) 6-7 7-6 6-4; 
B lAhracti [Gc Rert bt F 
T Johansson | 

B-Z 


Brat round 
bt J Sutter 


M6-7HI 


Winter Olympics results and timetable 


ALPINE SKIING 

Women's combined sfttfom: t M ErtJ 
(Get) imln UIBoec; 2 H Gera (QeO i:HS8; 
3 M Guido (R) 1:nflZ; 4 S Sdiuster (Aut) 
Ires 5 K Setzknw (Gw) 1:1222; B M 
Bergmann (Ger) 1-ttAS; 7 A Shaffer (US) 

1 :T27l ; 8 F Masnada (FH 1 :i237: 9 J Kostel- 
te(Croa) 1:1252; 10 C Lelve (US) 1:1371 

Final owareff etandbne 
(after eknwih HI and eteknn) 

1 KaQa Sefzfnger (QeO 2rrln 4aWsec — 

2 Merthw Erd (Gert 2:4032 

3 H Gerg (GeO 2:4150 . 


4 B Vetttaunp (Bel) Q28B9: 8 K Steroid 
(Nad 1&35S5; 5 F Ottrich (Gar) 13:3658; 
7LSaeM (N«3ie94;8KC BouBatte (US) 
«4403; BR S^al (B) 13*885; 10 A Bun- 


4 S Schuster (Aid) 2:4226; 5 U Galfeto 
2:4252; B F Maenoda (Rr) 24284; 7 C Lai 
(US) 2:447ft 8 J KobMb (Cma) 2:4523; 8 
A Shaffer (US) ZAS2m 10 C BorgN (Swffi 
&453a 
SKI JUMPING 
I20ni learn event 

1 Japan 8330pn 

(K ftjran M Ham*. T Okabe, H Salto) 

8 Germany 6874 

(S Haimawald. H Jfilda. M Sctmitt, D 
Thoma) 

3 Austria 8315 . 


gartet (Got) 13^4544 
Men's ijtOOm Anal 

1 IOn Dong-twng (S Kor) imtn 32375sec 

2 UJIMuntCh) 132428 

3 Erie Bedard (Can) 132681 

4 A Gabel (US) 1:3358. 

B final: 1 N Damura (Jeper) 132827; 2 F 
Carta [It) 1:33015: 3 Lbh Jisvfiwnn (S Hoc) 
133.131; 4 M Jasper (G8) 1:34286. 
WamerTe 3,000(11 relay final 

1 South Korea 4OB2E0 

Won Hye-kyuna An 


Prefraershlp TWo dub, 


(MHCMterth. S HomgadiQT. R Sdmarzen- 

4Nm^^Qft5^Mand 8339; 6 Switzer- 
land 7350; 7 Czech Republic 783; 8 
Poland BB42; 9 Russia 6317; 10 Skwerfa 

ena 

ICE HOCKEY 

Woman's final: USA 3 Canada 1 

Brow* mate match: Fhtavl 4 China L 

SPEEDSKATING 
H«Ts IftOOOni 

1 Gianni Romm (Nath) !3mri tSSaoc ., 

(uoMreomd) 

Z Bob de Jong (Netti) aa&TB 

3 RWje Rttmo (Netti) IftZafi 


ghngWinoA, Yang Yang ft Wano Chafe. 

3 Cmda4£l205 

prtnlne Boudrias. babale ChareeL Annie 
ParreaJt, Taria Vlcent) 

4 Japan 4^10512 

Bfinak 1 UnRed States 43B2S3: 2 Nathor- 
tende 4526502; 3 Notih Morea 42703ft 4 
Germany 4^718 


MEDALS TABLE 

G 



Norway 

s 

Crawte 


Ntt—lute 



United Statea 

3 



WJ- * 


SwftrertMrf 

_2 

Frmsa 

2 


A 4 2 18 


2 3 7 ta 


2 11 4 

2 0 3 S 


South Korea 2 a 0 e 

tto*y 1 3 2 8 


South Korea’s world champion, 
Kim Dong-Sung, who went on 
to take the gold medaL 

“I had a tough draw in my 
heat,” Gooch said. “When I 
tried to change pace I just 
didn’t have it in my legs.” 

He will, however, race to- 
morrow in the heats of the 
500m individual event and the 
5,000m relay. 

Matt Jasper finished eighth 
overall yesterday, after being 
assisted to a semi-final place by 
a collision on the final bend be- 
tween the second and third 
placed Jun-Hwan Lee of South 
Korea and Marc Gagnon, Cana- 
da’s three-times woriddiaiiipion. 
Jasper, who was coasting 


Moldovan (Rote) bt C WBonson (GO) 2-6 

6-1 64: O Msnd (Aut) bt M PEtehSy (GB) 
6-4 6-3 

WnTOURNAIBfT (Know) States flret 
round: A Glass (Ger) bt B Pmtta (Aurfl 2-6 
6a B-O; L Raymond (US) btA Fusal (Ft) 7-6 

6- a S Appamire (Bel) bt I Spirtaa (Rail) 4-1 
■ rat 

WTA TOURNAMENT (Bogota) Rot round: 

)MLHom(SAie-26-1; 

(Can) 6-4 
bt S KrtvonchBwa 

WTA CHALLENGER TOURNAMENT (Rad- 
brfcfes. Emu) Sfhgtes tfcst rand: JR* 
(Sumox) btT Gaibin nt) 6-4 7-6; LAN (De- 
von) a E CuruUtet (Frt 6-7 6-3 7-5; L La- 
terwr (Wbrurk**) tit K Rachwendt (*1) 2-6 

7- s 7-6: L VMjodmHa (Surey) bt A Sena- 
Zanatam 7-67-5; K HnSctaws (Pz Rep) bt 
ATbrdoH{KenQ7-6 6-4; N Faber (Bd) bt L 
PenafSp) 6-3 6-ft T Krizan (Sovenj bt A Or- 
tons (Sp) 7-5 6-7 EF-3; P Wfartesch (Aut) In 
R Santiu (Rom) 6-3 6-1 


BufasrVi — 1 


China 

Czuch Ropublc 

0 

0 









Kazakhstan 

JO 


TIMETABLE 
Today (tfm&s OM7) 
Msnb 
iteg 


atefom first teg 


fcohoctoy-. Mens quartar*tal 0545 (two 
nvdd ns). 0BA5 ^wo matches). 

Iblevtaton 

BBC 2: 03MCBAS. 1230-1444 1300-23X30. 
Euroaport 2»hr armpe. 

Tomorrow 

A^tiwsfcfinoiWihmartes^^ 
second log 0460. ^ 

Nordle eonteinod: 90m gfa' hjmplng tram 

amtotm 

BpMd Honing: Wbrnertb VJOOm, 0600; 
Wxnerto 500m cualMng and fktet Marib 
500 m quaHylngMontSJOOmtteay qual- 
fytogtooa 

Biathlon: WfamenS 4x75km rrfay 0400, 
TWevWon 

BBC2 07A6W6, 1230- VUft HD^ODQ Eu- 
rasport &lhr ctevorage- 


home last by nearly 20 metres, 
smiled sheepishly as he crossed 
the Kne. But he produced a spir- 
ited performance in the five-man 
semi-final, missing qualification 
ty one place as he finished third. 

Jasper was also affected by a 
chest infection before the Games 
began, missing two days' training, 
but he will be back in the 500m. 
• Katja Seizinger, who on Mon- 
day became the first person to re- 
tain an Olympic downhill title, 
won her second gold of the 
Games in the women's com- 
bined. She held off Martina Erti 
and HDde Gerg in the slalom el- 
ement as Germany completed 
the first clean sweep in a 
women’s alpine event since 1964. 


^ee»<i3u^eana:l*^4}erC3kmr^ay 

QUSL 

FMytotldfaig: Uofe and woman* aeri- 
als final Ots. 

Bfedhkm: Marfe TOtao sprint 04JOQ. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

18 

The years since the Stars 
and Stripes was flown 
ceremoniafly In kan. It flew 
again yesterday at tire 
opening ceremony of an 
nlemafional wresdsig tour- 
nament where it was ap- 
plauded enthusiastically. 



Henry Blofeld’s 
West Indies 
Update 

For the latest news, 
views and regular up- 
dates call 
Henry Blofeld’s 
cricket line on: 

0930 563 597 


Mtam'HInnrr, 


mmjBjac J 
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England beat Port of Spain jinx and the tension to square the series and wrest the psychological advantage from their hosts 


Butcher holds his nerve to seal victory 


Derek Pringle 

reports from Fort of Spam 


West Indies 159 & 210 
England MS & 225-7 
Engfand won by three wickets 


IT HAS taken 23 years and sev- 
eral near misses to do so, but 
England have finally managed to 
beat the West Indies in Port of 
S pain- Yet if the manner, chas- 
ing the highest score in tbs ag- 
onisingly tense match, was 
scrappy, the result was crucial 
and England now go to Guyana 
with the series level knowing that 
their opponents are vulnerable. 

Considering this match has 
twisted and turned more often 
than an alleycat on a hot tin roof, 
the end was anti-climactic. With 
Mark Butcher, unbeaten on 24 
and Dean Headley, seven not 
ouL at the crease; it was Curtly 
Ambrose who levelled the scores 
with a no-ball in the second 
over after lunch, before David 
W illiams conceded the bye that 
finally brought England victory. 

hi truth, with both sides wefl 
matched and each having sever- 
al opportunities to win both 
games, it is conceivable that either 
could easily have left Trinidad two 
up as two down. With Brian Lara 
adoxwledging as much, the West 
Indies captain felt the series 
would go to the side that could 
most “improve its batting." 

For England and their cap- 
tain, Michael Atherton.wrth his 
fifth win from 23 Tests abroad, 
the importance of the result 
cannot be overstated. After los- 
ing the previous Test here, which 
his side were expected to win. 
morale would have been tested 
to the hilL lb win ths one, 
needing the highest score of the 
match, spoke of a determination 
not often associated with Eng- 
land teams. As William Shake- 
speare wrote in “As You Like It": 
it was the "retort absolute." 

Speaking afterwards, a re- 
lieved England captain thought 
it was probably the most tense 
match he had ever been in- 
volved in: “The importance of 
this game was massive for us. If 
we’d left here 2-0 down, it would 
have been difficult for us to 
come back into the series. 


“We entered this game with 
no thoughts about the last match, 
and I can't speak more highly of 
this team in the way that they 
have played here. It was a fan- 
tastic effort to win this match." 

Lara was praiseworthy of 
England’s performance. "The 
225 runs they needed was defi- 
nitely defeudable, especially on 
a Tnnidadian pilch. But we came 
up against a team that wanted to 
win badly, and I'd like to ooo- 
gratulate the England batters far 
a Job well done.” 

Like the other Test here a 
weds, ago, the highest score in the 
match was made in the last in- 
nings. But whOe berth captains fob 
the pitches were different in char- 
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acter- this one was slower and 
more even in bounce - both 
seaned to defy the ageing process 
and become less and not more 
grumpy as the game wore on . 

But if the batsman prospered 
from that quirk, it was not evi- 
dent yesterday as England scur- 
ried and scrambled the 38 runs 
- the only boundary came from 
leg-byes - needed to finally 
smash the jinx this ground ap- 
pears to have had over them in 
recent tours. 

With play delayed by 40 min- 
utes, due to rain, memories of the 
match here in 1990, when Eng- 
land were thwarted on the last 
day by a combination of rain and 
a cynically slow over rate, would 
have come flooding bade to the 
likes of Angus Baser, Alec Stew- 
art and Jack Russell, who all 
played in that match. 

This time, with Stewart hav- 
ing already made bis telling con- 
tribution and Fraser not needed, 
only RusseB had the power to ex- 
orcise the demons that have 
taunted England here at this 
ground. However, as one of 
three wickets to foU yesterday, he 
did not manage to drive the state 
home himself. 

Privately, there is little doubt 
that when England went to bed 
on Monday night they would 
have felt certain of victory. And 
yet the faltering manner of their 
win saill illustrated how alien win- 
ning is to this side and they have 
not yet acquired clinical Aus- 
tralian ways. Nevertheless the na- 
ture of the tense win will mean 
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fl -1045pm 200 ti 422 inks; BB2 am 
Lunch 28-7 (BuKftor 23 HwsJoy 3) 106 
om Engtana won snzSSpm 
Stwwt Gtfc t83mbis, 142 bafc. 5 fan. 
B)gM«Mt73irisWi . 

UopIrMs D B HW mi E Ncbob. 

TV Umpire C E OaiMMen. 
Umeh RbCnm: S N Jtnnai 
Man of The match: ARC Fnaei. 
AdfotBcalon A G Gancasuna 
RaniaMns mctnio 4Mtes: 
ftatDMt: UWEh abandoned as a Aw* 
Second That Bfest Ides won by three 
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Courtney W kfa b (centre) can only watch Dean Headley (left) and Mark Butcher steal another run as England edge towards victory Photograph: PA 


a tot far those involved in the rest ah morning and it was significant first ball of the day. a beauty that their target before Ambrose got scented fresh possibilities and, 

of this series, as well as their im- that the only half volley Walsh climbed and left Graham Thorpe to edge one outside off- when Andy Caddick was dis- 

mediate future. bowled came after lunch when Thorpe, found the edge instead, stump to the keeper. missed next ball by the best de- 

England’s victory crawl was England were alm ost there. Bowled by Ambrose in the But if that wicket produced livery of the mor n i ng , daylight 

due to the stupendous efforts of With the new ball only three catastrophe here four years ago. only a tithe curtains, was pouring in. 

Walsh and Ambrose, who overs old, life was made un- Thorpe dug in and, finding a cod there was a discernible gap when But while the action on the 
bowled unchanged as they tried comfortable for England's bats- and competent ally in Butcher, RusselL fencing at a wide one, pitch was agonising for those 
once more to defy the improb- men and it could have been a very his Surrey team-mate, the pair edged to Carl Hooper at second watching - Phil Tufnell appar- 

able. They did not bowl a bad ball different result had Ambrose’s saw England to within 24 runs of slip. Suddenly, the West Indies entfy got through three packets 

of cigarettes waiting his turn to 


Fast bowlers’ bold endeavours are compromised at the crease 


After two closely fought, oerve- 
j angling Tests, the series is even 
in every sense. 

The psychological advan- 
tage the West Indies gained with 
their unlikely victory in the 
second Test has now been can- 
celled by England’s similar tri- 
umph in the third. The facial 
expressions at the presentation 
afterwards were completely op- 
posite to what they were eight 
days ago. 

Now England’s reflected joy 
and relief Brian Lara and his 
colleagues were fully aware 
they had failed to secure what 


would have been a virtually 
unassailable lead and that they 
will have to deal with rejuve- 
nated opponents from here on. 

This was a critical result for 
England. Had they not man- 
aged it, it would halve been not 
only an almost certain end to 
their hopes but a crushing blow 
to morale. Len Hutton’s pow- 
erful side of 1954 recovered 
from defeat in the first two Tests 
to share the spoils in the end but 
not many others have achieved 
such a feat in the long history 
of the game. 

The West Indies were beat- 


WEST INDIES VIEW 


TONY COZIER 


en, once more, because of the 
failure of their baniag and in 
spite of the heroic efforts of 
their two great, if ageing, fast 
bowlers. Curtly Ambrose and 
Courtney Wdsh. 

Over their last 14 Test in- 
nings - against Sri Lanka, Pak- 
istan and now England - their 
average all-out total is a mea- 
gre 224. Six times they have fall- 
en for under 200, four times for 
under 250. Only twice have 


they totalled more than 300 and 
only Brian Lara, against Sri 
Lanka in St Vincent last June 
and Carl Hooper against Pak- 
istan in Karachi in December 
have put together individual 
hundreds. 

Those depressing statistics 
are compounded by the 
inescapable knowledge that 
there are no replacements to 
make a significant difference. 
Rolland Holder, a well-organ- 
ised right hander from Barba- 
dos, compiled a flawless 183 
against England's attack for 
the West Indies A team prior to 


the first TesL He is now 29 and 
the selectors have never been 
convinced of his credentials as 
a Test batsman, picking him for 
only seven Tests over a career 
that has now been going more 
than 10 years. 

The openers continued to 
fail as they have done since the 
durable and reliable com bi natio n 
of Gordan Greenidge and 
Desmond Haynes pairing ended 
nr years ago. Stuart Williams has 
kx)ked tbe most accomplished of 
the batsmen in both Tbsts here, 
stroking the ball with sweet tim- 
ing and confidence. But he con- 


tinues to choose the wrong shot 
for the wrong ball and to waste 
histalenL 

Sherwin Campbell, his little 
partner, is dearly out of form. 
He hops around uncertainly 
from his crease and his feet are 
leaden. An edged stroke or an 
Ibw verdict have never seemed 
far away. He was the only one 
in Pakistan last year to bat with 
purpose, averaging 40 in the 
Tests. The selectors will be 
loathe to discard him especial- 
ly since tbe main alternative is 
Clayton Lambert of Guyana, an 
left-hander who is 35 years old. 


bat -Butcher maintained an im- 
pressively calm presence. 

With an equally important 
contribution in the first innings, 
he looks a better player than the 
one who started last summer 
against Australia and, although 
he was a Late replacement here 
for Adam Hollioake, he is cer- 
tain to play in Guyana. 
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Two old soldiers display heroic 
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Tuesday's Solotion 



BiUitdiauHUikiuuuu 
GJCJCiatiUBE 
UQHBUCJH UUatlLJUU 
HtiLiauGiaiii 
uaidB ljLjuuli uiiuu 

uuBUJiauja uuuuuuu 

U H ID a 
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qualities in the heat of battle 



ACROSS 

I Ggar that produces flaw- 
less ring (8) 

5 Hide painting of military 
display (6) 

10 County setting nightmar- 
ish tone (15) 

II Month left out to bed 
fruit tree (7) 

12 A modem centre in Geor- 
gia shows Pygmalion pro- 
duction (7) 

13 Giant steps for mankind 
in County Antrim (8) 

15 Crack up in Middlesex 


25 Turkey on a plate be use- 8 
ful at work? (7) 

26 Guarantee programme 9 
that protects one (9,6) 


Protective wear in com- 

f irehensive school? fS) 
t dr ains off water when 


27 En glish variations leaving 14 
Russians rapt, we hear (o) 

28 Zip is quieter around Ty- 
neside (8) 16 

DOWN 

1 Reportedly plays up to 17 
zoo favourites (6) 

2 Tropical insect swallow- 19 
ing salt is slowing down 

(9) 21 

3 Shows from Venice mov- 
ing south (7) 

4 what can be drunk in 22 
snug? (5) 

6 Discharge tar over crack 24 

7 Sue genista in tubs 25 
showing blight (5) 


tolerated? (5) 
Unfashionable 


18 Unfashionable old bat. 
say (5) 

20 Fbi^e for whisky-pot? 

23 kislt low where choir ars 
(7) 


royal egg is cooked (8) 
Bend on country road in 

Lancaster, for example 


/finessing a giving by will 


FliHrfng what is instruc- 
tive when losing heart ($) 
Deportment of English 
company in tattoo (7) 


company in tattoo (7) 
Announce information re- 
trieved from computer 

Actor with vibes, possibly 
(6) 

Vfeiy musical, as is a 
dance (5) 

Article on volunteers pro- 
duces letter from Greece 

<5) 


When play ended on the fourth 
day, England needed 38 runs to 
win with six wickets in hand. In 
any other context it would have 
been a doddle. But tbe new ball 
was onty five overs old. and even 
in their mid 30s, Curtly Ambrose 
and Gourtaey Walsh are a dev- 
astating pair of fast bowlers. 

In the team hotel on Mon- 
day night the hoards of sup- 
porters from England assured 
each other that England would 
win. They were whistling to 
keep up their courage and they 
knew it. The truth was that 
everyone feared the worst 
Yesterday the breakfast 
room was full soon after seven 
o’clock - unsurprisingly, there 
were a good many sleepless 
nights. My lady taxi driver con- 
fidendy forecast an England vic- 
tory. None of us in the car 
believed her either, and with 
taut nerves we settled down to 
watch the last throw m an Eng- 
land second innings which had 
begun after tea on Saturday - 
it seemed longer ago than that 
Having thrown the second 
Test away - the West Indies won 
that match by three wickets - 
there was a strong sense of fore- 
boding that it might happen all 
over again. A look at Ambrose 
and Walsh warming up before 
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the start did nothing to settle 
nerves. The storm that broke 
shortly before the umpires were 
to come out only heightened the 
apprehension. 

Then, three quarters of an 
hour after the scheduled start, 
Wilsh and Ambrose marked out 
their runs. In their different 

ways, they were both magnifi- 
cent. Walsh had a lovely rhythm 
as he ran into bowl and his de- 
termination and enthusiasm 
were extraordinary. 

He did not concede a ran un- 
til his fourth over and the bats- 
men were scarcely able to leave 
a ball alone. He walked back 
slowly to his mark, polishing the 
ball on his behind and then wait- 
ed a few seconds before begin- 
ning his run. Tbe gold c hain 
round his neck glinted in the in- 
termittent sun and for eight 
overs which cost four runs he 
bowled his heart out. He was 
desperate to win. 

BuL even so, there was one 
moment of glorious chivaljy 
which showed why Walsh is 
held in such respect and which 
spoke volumes for his character. 
He ran into bowl the first bail 
after lunch and stopped in his 


delivery stride. Tbe non-striker. 
Dean Headley, was out of bis 
ground backing up. 

Walsh pointed at the stumps 
in the time-honoured way to 
warn Headley not to take an un- 
fair advantage. In the beat of the 
moment, it would have been 
easy to have taken the bails off 
and Headley would have had to 
have been given out. 

Ambrose was more of a 
. primeval force as he raced in at 
the other end with much less 
grace titan Walsh, but with bags 
of fearsome ferocity and two 
gold chains. He also gave it 
everything but was unsettled by 
having to bowl at three left- 
handers and his line erred too 
much down the leg side. Am- 
brose’s appeals, and there were 
plenty, must have frightened the 
umpire although three of them 
were successful. Walsh’s ap- 
peals were made rather more 
histrionically, with his hand 
above his head sending the 
b3tsman on his way. The look 
of disbelief on both their faces 
when the umpires found against 
them told of their desperation 
to bowl out England. 

It will not be long before 
these two old soldiers retire, but 
they have never been more 
heroic than they were yesterday. 
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Gough unlikely 

to join tourists 
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DARREN GOUGH has virtu- 
ally ruled out joining England 
in the West Indies despile be- 
ing given tbe all-clear yesterday 
to resume training following his 
knee operation last month. 

Instead the Yorkshire pace 
bowler, who missed the last 
months of last year’s County 
season with the injury, has his 
sights set on his county's pre- 
season tour of South Africa next 
month. 

“It doesn’t look as though I 
am going to rush back and that 
probably means 1 won’t play any 
part in England's tour of the 
West Indies," he said. “I will 
have two or three weeks' steady 
build-up before going to LiUe- 
shall for a week with the aim of 
making the tour of South Africa. 

“Deep down I always felt the 
Yorkshire tour would be the one 
I ended up on and unless I get 
stronger much more quickly 
than expected that will be the 
case.- But you never know and 
I will leave it up to the selectors 
to decide." 
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